
REGENTS’ NEWSLETTER

EDITION 3 TERm 1 2014/2015

SECONDARY



On taking up the position of Head of Sixth Form at Regents, 
I was delighted to hear that during my first half term at 
the school I would be spending two weeks accompanying 
Year 12 and Year 13 IB students on residential trips. This was 
clearly a fantastic chance to discover some of the wonders 
of Thailand, learn something of its rich culture and send 
envy-inducing photos to former colleagues; but more 
importantly, a wonderful opportunity to put names to 
faces, come to know the students as individuals and learn 
something of the character of 
Regents. 

The Round Square ethos and 
the IB philosophy complement 
each other perfectly and so, 
opportunities for adventure, 
service and team work were 
very much a part of both trips. 
However, so was the emphasis 
on the demands of IB Diploma 
and the need for a focused 
approach to studying. How we 
face challenges, be they in or 
out of the classroom, reveals a 
lot about one’s character. The 
qualities which ensure academic 
success are often the same as 
those which are needed to thrive 
in other situations. We need to 
be prepared to take risks, find 
creative solutions to problems, 

work together and see something through. Students (and 
staff) were sometimes pushed beyond their comfort zone: 
tackling a steep climb, crossing rivers, teaching English 
to young children in a local Primary School, tumbling 
from a raft, speaking in front of an audience. What was 
clear from both the Year 12 and Year 13 trip was that 
Regents’ students and staff embrace new experiences, 
they are good-humoured, resilient and supportive of each 
other. They recognise that they are privileged to be part 

of such a school and that with this 
privilege comes a responsibility to 
give something back. This is a school 
where we can take risks in a safe and 
supportive environment. 

You can read more about each of 
these trips in this edition of the 
newsletter. Thank you to all staff and 
students who made both residential 
trips so enjoyable.

CALENDAR DATES
Monday 6th - 12th oct  
Round SquaRe InteRnatIonal 
confeRence In JoRdan 

fRIday 10th oct  
dodge Ball MadneSS – afteR 
School fancy dReSS dodge 
Ball touRnaMent

WedneSday 15th oct  
gRade RepoRtS ISSued –  
yeaR 11 & 13

WedneSday 15th oct  
yeaR 11 & 13 paRentS evenIng

fRIday 17th oct   
School cloSeS foR half teRM 
holIday

Monday 27th oct  
Staff tRaInIng day

tueSday 28th oct 
School openS

WedneSday 29th oct 
IB dIploMa paRentS 
InfoRMatIon evenIng

thuRSday 30th oct 
halloWeen dISco – Student 
guIld event

SatuRday 1St nov 
unIveRSIty faIR In Bangkok

DEAR PARENTS

THIS WEEk IN THE SECONDARY NEWSLETTER

Rachel Batty,  
head of SIxth foRM

puBlIc SpeakIng coMpetItIon 2014

gloBal cItIzenShIp SuMMIt II

of MIce and Men

Rayong Beach clean up



handlIng IB RequIReMentS, unIveRSIty applIcatIonS and havIng 
fun!

For our Year 13 Outdoor Education Week we 
went to Khao Yai National Park to carry out 
our Group 4 (Sciences) Project which is part 

of the IB Programme. It involves designing and carrying 
out an investigation with students from all the 
Sciences as well as Design Technologists. The 
question we had to investigate was, “How does 
human activity affect the environment?”  We 
were each assessed on our group work skills.  
Although ESS students are not part of the 
Group 4 Project, they still came on the trip to 
carry out an Internal Assessment practical. 

The resort itself was very nice, being situated 
on the Sai Yai River on the edge of the National 
Park. The food was delicious and there were 
loads of activities to do there. On the first day 
we immediately started having fun as we took 
a jog up the river and then relaxed in the water 
while floating back down to the camp. The 
water was very refreshing and relaxing after a 
long day of travelling. 

On the second day we began to work on our 
projects which was also fun as we could design 

our own experiments and work collaboratively, 
managing our own time. It was an interesting 
experience carrying out our experiments in such 
a setting, using canoes and rafts to collect water 
samples and it was definitely a highlight!  We also 
spent half a day white-water rafting which involved 
plenty of “person overboard” action!

In the evenings we worked on our all-important 
applications to university as well as personal 
statement briefings and teambuilding games. 
Each group also had to present their projects to 
the rest of the students and to the teachers, which 
was quite daunting! We also visited a Thai primary 
school and had lots of fun teaching English as well 
as playing games. On the last day, we enjoyed a day 
in the resort learning about survival, playing paint 
ball, archery, crossing the river on a zip line and 
just relaxing in the river. Oh yeah, and we finished 
our trip with a huge bonfire in the evening. Overall 
the trip was amazing…..and we got loads of work 
done as well!!

By GriGory, year 13 student

YEAR 13 GROuP 4 SCIENCE PROjECT



yeaR 12 IB outdooR educatIon and caS tRIp to koh chang

By tusnim and alysha , year 12 iB students

On Monday 8th September, Year 12 headed to Koh Chang 
on their annual Outdoor Education and CAS trip. During 
the week, the students took part in a range of activities 
to help them start their CAS requirements for the IB 
Diploma.

mountain traCK

One of the toughest activities of the week was the mountain 
trekking. The path involved climbing up rocks and steep 
slopes crossing a few mountains and rivers. The journey 
was over 10km and due to the 
weather the easy trek becomes 
a challenge. We had to cross 
many rivers that are very fast 
flowing and many have fallen 
into the river. But after all, we 
arrived at the beach where we 
enjoyed ourselves with the 
wonderful waves, and later 
walked back to the resort.

CreatiVity 
Presentation

We were assigned to choose 
one element from the IB 
Learner Profile such as Caring, 
Risk-Takers, Communicative 
and were told to create a 
presentation based on it. We 

could do it with a song, a poem or we could just present it 
as a short film or a photographic portfolio. It didn’t matter 
what format it was as long as what we were presenting and 
explaining why we have chosen that element and reflect 
on it during the process of making it.

manGroVe PlantinG

We were given the opportunity 
to be plant mangroves as a way 
for us to give something back to 
nature and the local community. 
The journey to get there was 
challenging as there were a lot of 
people struggling and falling and 
getting stuck in the mud itself as 
well as the little insects that live in 
the mud. However, we successfully 
planted over 200 mangroves whilst 
having fun with the mud. We 
were also very grateful to see the 

mangroves that past students have planted to grow into 
huge, healthy mangrove trees.

puBlIc SpeakIng coMpetItIon fInal 2014

Expectations, the cult of celebrity, the power of chocolate, 
and a critique of our educational system, were just some 
of the topics that were passionately explored during the 
Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 finals of our second annual 

Regents public speaking competition.  The standard was 
impressive as all of our finalists delivered well-rehearsed 
performances that spoke from the heart.

Congratulations to 2014’s finalists: Jack (Year 7), Brandon 
(Year 8), Charu (Year 9), Milly (Year 9), Osman (Year 10), 
Cati (Year 11), Gigi (Year 11) and Kyi (Year 11). 

The judges were looking for the key ingredients of a high 
quality speech: persuasive argument, logical structure and 
convincing research.  But as Mr Blaikie reminded us, it’s 
not always what you say, it’s how you say it: the audience 

has to believe in the speaker’s conviction.  Mr Blaikie 
(Principal), Mr Russell (Head of Secondary), Mrs Neylon 
(Head of Year 11) and Mrs Garnett-Spear (Art Teacher) had 
the difficult task of choosing the winners. The Key Stage 3 

prize was awarded to Jack (Year 7) and the Key Stage 4 prize 
was awarded to Kyi (Year 11).

Real-life scenarios enabled Jack to attack the failings of 
McDonald’s. Kyi’s powerful imagery made us consider the 
responsibility we have to the Earth every time we make use 
of yet another plastic bag.

Congratulations to all of our finalists, who were brave 
enough to take to the stage, and to all the participants in 
Years 7 to 11, who have helped to make this such a successful 
competition.

By tamara mCKenna, head of enGlish and eal dePartments



‘DO YOu HAvE ANY FACEbOOk FRIENDS THAT YOu HAvE NEvER mET IN PERSON?’

yeaR 7 Ict StudentS gaIn an undeRStandIng and aWaReneSS of 
uSIng SocIal MedIa SIteS Safely

Statistics from recent years show that “95 percent of teens 
(12 – 17) use the internet, and 81 percent of them use social 
media sites. Facebook is by far the most heavily adopted 
social site, with 94 percent of social media teens reporting 
they have a profile there.”  These numbers are growing and 
our Year 7 students wanted to find out how safely their 
peers are using Facebook.

“I learned about the dangers of adding strangers and 
random profiles as friends on Facebook.  If you don’t 
know them it could be a hacker or a bully and when you 
add them they can see all of your information.  To keep 
yourself safe you should only add people that you know 
and trust to your Facebook and keep your profile private.” 
–   Sonya,and Alize

After conducting a survey on friends and family to 
investigate who had strangers or random profiles added on 
Facebook, Year 7 students reflected on their results.

“I found out that one person I surveyed had only met 
half of her friends on Facebook.  She is adding people she 
doesn’t know and they could be fake accounts.  My advice 

to my friend was to delete the people she doesn’t know to 
be safe.”  Jaime 7G

“I found out that everybody who took my survey have 
Facebook friends that they have never met before.  You 
would not give your personal information to strangers in 
person so you should not do that on Facebook.” Owen  7G

“I was happy that everyone I asked are using Facebook 
safely and only adding friends that they know and keep 
their profiles private.” - Jasmine 7G

Every class in Year 7 have learned that you must be 13 years 
or older to be eligible to sign up for Facebook and other 
social media and came up with some excellent tips on how 
to stay safe online.

By niCole sarGeant, iCt teaCher and moodle ChamPion
By teresa loader, head of iCt dePartment

As part of the ITGS 
(Information Technology in 
a Global Society) course at IB 
level, students are required 
to study different hardware 
components, showing 
their understanding of the 
meaning of the hardware 
terms and concepts, and 
describe how they work.  The 
hardware studied can include: 
the CPU, Motherboard, 
primary and secondary 
storage, as well as ROM and 
RAM, among other things.   
 

 
Rather than approach the task with a discussion on these 
different concepts, students were split into two teams and 
each team were given a computer.  Students had to dismantle 
the computer, identifying all of the different components 
and their role, describing how they work.  Students then had 
to reassemble the computers to get them in working order.   
 

 
This was a great example of hands on learning and in some 
cases was a real challenge, requiring a lot of perseverance, 
especially when the computers did not work when the 
components had been reassembled!  

All of the students thoroughly enjoyed the activity and 
took active learning in ICT to a whole new level.

YEAR 12 ITGS STuDENTS LEARN WHAT GOES ON INSIDE A COmPuTER

actIve leaRnIng In Ict



By Clare Garnett-sPear, art teaCher

This term, Year 8 have been studying the work of 
two Twentieth Century artists. Emily Kngwarreye, an 
Aboriginal painter from Northern Australia, who was 
inspired by her understanding of the environment she 
lived in and Eduardo Paolozzi, a Scottish artist and sculptor 
who was fascinated by the mechanised world and man’s 
relationship to machines. 

The students have been learning about these artists’ motifs 
and handling of media. From their study of the two artists’ 
work and their observations of the diesel engine and other 
mechanical objects, the students will go on to develop a 
design for a ceramic tile. We are very excited to see the 
finished tiles in the near future…

YEAR 8 STuDENTS STuDY TWO ARTISTS IN PREPARATION FOR THEIR CERAmICS PROjECT

A COmPARATIvE STuDY OF EmILY kNGWARREYE AND EDuARDO PAOLOzzI

By andrew Perrins, head of mathematiCs dePartment

MathS WoRkout – can you Meet the challenge?

congRatulatIonS to pRateek kaRn (8B) 
Who Solved laSt neWSletteR’S puzzle 
uSIng tRIal and IMpRoveMent, and to 
JIn kIM (13.5) Who uSed logaRIthMS to 
fInd the SolutIon. although Both theSe 
MethodS aRe peRfectly valId, an even 
MoRe elegant SolutIon can Be found 
uSIng only SIMple Index laWS.

gIven the InfoRMatIon,We can Say that :

(((((5)p)q)r)s)t = 25. 

thIS SIMplIfIeS to 5pqRSt = 25.  
We knoW that 52 = 25, and hence  
pqRSt MuSt equal 2.

the dIagRaM ShoWS a laRge 
equIlateRal tRIangle dIvIded By thRee 
StRaIght lIneS Into Seven RegIonS. the 
thRee gRey RegIonS aRe equIlateRal 
tRIangleS WIth SIdeS of length 5cM 
and the centRal Black RegIon IS an 
equIlateRal tRIangle WIth SIdeS of 
length 2cM.

What IS the SIde length of the oRIgInal 
laRge tRIangle?

LAST WEEk’S PuzzLE
This workout is for all parents who would like to get a flavour for 
the sort of Maths puzzles your children are being asked to work 
through each week at Regents, and is open to students as well of 
course.

 
gIven that:

5p = 9, 9q = 12, 12r = 16, 16s 
= 20 and 20t = 25

What IS the value of 
pqRSt? 

thankS to  
WWW.nRIch.MathS.oRg  

foR theIR Weekly puzzleS.

The next puzzle involves a little geometrical reasoning, and once again an honourable mention awaits the first three 
correct solutions submitted to andrew.perrins@regents-pattaya.co.th. Enjoy!

mailto:andrew.perrins%40regents-pattaya.co.th.?subject=


OF mICE AND mEN

Following their powerful 
performance of The Elephant Man 
in 2013, the Performance Exchange 
Company from the UK recently 
made a welcome return to the Globe 
Theatre to perform Of Mice and Men 
adapted from John Steinbeck’s classic 
novel. 

The play tells the compelling story 
of two outsiders striving to find 
their place in an unforgiving world. 
Drifters in search of work, George 
and his simple-minded friend Lennie, 
have nothing in the world except 
each other and a dream, a dream that 
one day they will have some land of 
their own. Their hopes are doomed 
as Lennie struggling against extreme 
cruelty and feelings of jealousy becomes a victim of his own 
strength. Tackling universal themes of friendship and a shared 
vision, and giving voice to America’s lonely and dispossessed Of Mice and Men has proved to be one of Steinbeck’s most popular 
works. John Steinbeck, who’s other works included The Grapes of Wrath and East of Eden, won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962. 

All the parts were expertly played by the two actors, Nigel Miles-Thomas and Daniel Foley. Through simple costumes and 
skilful use of voice and movement the actors conveyed the desolate loneliness and frustrations of the characters, the action 
of the play rushing headlong to its tragic conclusion with the death of Lenny at the hands of his closest friend. The audience 
sat spellbound as the action of the play unfolded and the actors thoroughly deserved the loud applause at the end for their 
textbook display of bravura acting. Unsurprisingly, the performance initiated classroom discussion focussing on the themes 

of the play in the days following 
the performance. As a bonus,  
Daniel Foley led a stimulating and 
entertaining workshop on Japanese 
Noh Theatre to the current Year 13 
IB Theatre students earlier on in the 
day.

Once again, the Performance 
Exchange Company has been 
excellent value to the school and it 
is hoped that there will be a further 
visit next year.  

pe goeS cRoSS countRy!

By tom hart, seCondary Pe 
Coordinator

All Secondary students have been involved in 
cross-country races this week during their PE 
lessons. The students have faced a real challenge 
over the 3 to 3.5 kilometre course that includes a 
real mix of terrains. There have been some very 
notable performances. Currently the fastest times 
in Years7 and 8 over the 3 kilometre course belong 
to Eoin Guiney (12.02 minutes) for the boys and 
Billy Nguyen (15.13 minutes) for the girls. For Years 
9 and 10, Andrey Merkulov (14.32 minutes) and 

Chloe McConnell (16.29 minutes) hold 
the fastest times over the 3.5km course 
with Job Coombs (14.50 minutes) and 
Abby Scrock (18.52 minutes) holding 
the fastest times in Year11. Students are 
due to complete the course again this 
week, in what the PE Department is 
sure will be even faster times. This is 
excellent preparation for the upcoming 
competitions on the 13th October (at St 
Andrews) and 6th November (at ISE). 

CROSS COuNTRY

By miChael thomas , teaCher of drama

peRfoRMance exchange theatRe coMpany In - of MIce and Men



By Jennifer Ball, head of year 9 / BioloGy Coordinator

yeaR 13 Walk the Route of a Red Blood cell In the Body and  
dISSect heaRtS.

Year 13 Biology students recently took on the challenge 
of mapping out the journey of a red blood cell in the 
body, using both the pulmonary and systemic circulatory 
systems. They also had to label all four major blood vessels 
and the four chambers of the heart. Before finishing, these 
passionate Biologists had to leave me a breadcrumb trail of 
paper showing the flow of deoxygenated and oxygenated 
blood around the body. Needless to say, they were incredibly 
successful!

 
hIghlIghtS of the  
“dISSect a heaRt challenge”:

- dIScoveRIng hoW StRong the   
tISSue that MakeS up the valveS 
aRe

- fIndIng laRge Blood clotS!

- leaRnIng What havIng a hole 
In    the heaRt MeanS

-dIScoveRIng WheRe each Blood 
veSSel goeS In to the heaRt!

Our keen Biologists were then given another challenge! They had to dissect a heart to identify and label 14 key parts of 
the heart.  Well done to all of the Year 13 Biologists for their successful dissection.
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GAP STAFF PROFILE

who is martin?

Martin Muñoz was born in the vibrant Colombian capital 
of Bogota in 1995, as a native Spanish speaker. 

He can be seen anywhere and everywhere around the 
school, from the Mathematics Department to the Early 
Years classrooms. But don’t be fooled! 

Martin’s work is not just restricted to the classroom: he is 
an avid sportsman, dipping his toes into all sports such as 
Rugby, Tennis, Football and Basketball. 

He is also a keen swimmer and can be spotted in the pool 
on most days, assisting in the swimming lessons with the 
younger children. 

 
martin’s BaCKGround and Plans for the future

Martin attended the “Colegio Anglo Colombiano”, a Round 
Square school located in the South American capital for 14 
years of his life.  

Whilst there, he received his IB Diploma with his favourite 
subjects being Mathematics and Design Technology. 

Like most Colombians, Martin has a strong connection with 
his family.  He has two sisters - one of whom is older and one 

younger - as well as many cousins who he enjoys playing 
Football and other sports with. 

Martin’s hobbies include dance, with a particular preference 
for Salsa and playing the drums. Martin plans to study 
Mechanical Engineering at Universidad de los Andres when 
he goes back to Colombia next summer.

 
 
why reGents?

And now the important question of, “why are you here 
Martin?” 

Well, like most of the other Gap Staff, both past and current, 
Martin was undecided on what to do next in his life and was 
keen for new experiences and adventure. 

When the opportunity for a Gap Staff placement at Regents 
came about, he jumped at the challenge and travelled halfway 
across the world to be able to apply his experiences and 
knowledge in the worthwhile and fun environment that is 
Regents. 

Regardless of what drew Martin here, we can honestly say 
that Martin has been a great and welcome asset to the Gap 
Staff family and we hope he continues to enjoy his time 
here, sharing his love of Mathematics and sports, as well as, 
perhaps, teaching us all some Salsa moves before he leaves… 

If you are part of the Regents community you are bound to 
have seen this English man around school, going in and out 
of History, Science and PE lessons. He is a member of the 
GAP Staff. He arrived at Regents School for almost 10 months 
ago, to fulfil a one Year Gap Staff contract.  

Get to know his past

George Reece McLeavy or simply “McLeavy” for his close 
high school friends, attended Notre Dame High School for 5 
years, followed by 2 years of his A level education in Shenfield 
High School back in Essex, England. He enjoyed a life full 
of rugby and hot cups of tea every morning and afternoon 
back in his home town with his twin brother, Ryan. The 2 
twin brothers, who don’t look much alike, lived with their 
mother who raised them to become proper gentlemen and 
memorable members of both schools they attended together. 

George’s South-East Asian Experience

His journey to this marvellous continent began in January 
2014 when he first came to Regents School. Bringing his 
rugby passion to every lesson and his outstanding History 
knowledge, George has contributed to the process of 
education within this prestigious international school. As 
well as being a valued member of the Regents community, 
he has also been accumulating memories outside Pattaya, 
visiting different regions of Thailand and countries such 
as Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. This amazing experience 
has not only created unforgettable memories but also has 
signified an enormous change in his confidence and his 
social skills. 

What’s next? 

After finishing his outstanding Gap Staff job at Regents, 
this ambitious young man will return to England where he 
has a bright future ahead of him. He plans to attend Bath 
University to further his education in History and become 
a professional in this field. This plan will fortunately begin 
in September of 2015. Although it is an initial idea, he has 
also planned on joining the police force once he finishes his 
Historical education. 

Leaving education to the side, within his future there are 
plans such as getting to know the world better by visiting as 
many countries as he can, gaining experiences with different 
cultures and reconnecting with his brother and mother over 
a cup of tea back in Essex. 

GAP STAFF PROFILE

By GeorGe mCleaVy, GaP staff By martin munoz, GaP staff

IntRoducIng geoRge the gappIemARTIN muñOz 

“ THE LATIN vIbE “

GEORGE REECE mCLEAvY 



gloBal cItIzenShIp SuMMIt II 

By aina raKotonirina, round square & GloBal CitizenshiP Coordinator

The Global Citizenship Summit II, hosted by NIST in 
collaboration with the JUMP! Foundation, was held at 
The Pine Resort, 2 hours north of Bangkok. Its purpose 
was to create a collaborative time and space for service, 
sustainability, environmental and experiential educators to 
share materials, ideas, methods and skills and meaningfully 
explore shared questions and challenges.

The 3 day-course was as exhausting as it was exhilarating. 
We learned and contributed to the WHY, HOW, and 
WHAT of Global Citizenship in general and then went 
further and looked at how we were doing at our own school.  
We realized that Regents already had a strong Global 
Citizenship programme: in Primary, every year group 

has a community partner with constantly changing 
and developing projects; we are involved in events such 
as Jesters and we value all of the aims and attributes 
associated with global citizenship and embed them across 
our curriculum in many ways.

What stood out for me during one of the break-out 
sessions was the value of the relationships schools have 
with their community partners. It was mentioned that 
these partnerships were like dating – when there is no 
reciprocation (no giving or receiving on both sides), the 
best thing would be to walk away. Regents prides itself on 
having a huge number of community partners but this year, 
the focus will be on quality rather than quantity; emphasis 
on making our current partnerships more valuable rather 
than finding new ones. 

Regents strives for strong academic performance whilst 
instilling those values that truly allow our students to 
become global citizens with the potential of going on to 
make world changing contributions. This allowed all three 
of us (Kayleigh Smith, Laura Crew and myself) to leave 
feeling empowered to continue with the fantastic ethos of 
the school and strive to make it even better.

LEARNING AbOuT THE WHY, HOW, AND WHAT OF GLObAL CITIzENSHIP

By ntoKozo matodzi yende (tots), GaP staff

clean up the WoRld – the Beach edItIon on payooM Beach In 
Rayong

On Sunday the 28th of 
October, a group of Regents 
students accompanied by 
Miss Aina, Mr Thomas, 
Mr Merriott and the Gap 
Staff visited a local beach 
to do some hands-on 
work. Equipped with black 
bags, gloves and a whole 
lot of excitement, the 
task of cleaning up about 
a kilometer of washed up 
trash proved to be a simple 
task. 

We found mattresses, 
plastic bottles, Lego pieces 
and a couple of dead 
jellyfish. The highlights 
of the day included a 
scorching heat leaving us 

sweating buckets, the warm smiles from the community surrounding the beach and a brief hello from an elephant passing 
by. 

We ended the day on the beach eating ice cream, catching our breaths on 
deck chairs with a view of the fishing boats and the horizon. Overall, it was 
an enjoyable and rewarding experience especially for the Year 12 IB students 
who got a chance to complete some CAS hours in a social setting. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dms4ttWW8OJE%26list%3DUUrqwGdz5gXRST98IYaFwFkA%0D




WHAT SHALL YOU DO WITH 
    YOUR OLD UNIFORMS ?

Women With a Mission

Local charity, Women With a Mission (WWM), will put them to great use!
WWM support a migrant school in Mae Sot Northern Thailand. The 
children there will appreciate having a consistent uniform to wear at 
school and to sporting competitions.   
Currently they must share clothing and shoes, or wear tattered shirts and 
ttrousers. How smart they will look, and confident they will feel, in a proper
uniform that matches those of their classmates!  
Please consider donating your clean, unwanted uniforms, socks and shoes. 
Collection boxes will be placed in the same room as the new uniforms will
 be distributed, as well as in the Admissions building lobby.

THANK YOU :)


