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Welcome to the January 2015 edition of connect-ed.
NAU has been busier than ever this month - over 50% of our people are now active on 
NAU, taking ownership of their learning and making connections across our family of 
schools. That’s over 1,000 active learners sharing ideas, collaborating and learning.  

Read on to find out about the brand new opportunities that we’re adding just for you.
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“Online learning has been around for decades, but recent excitement around Massive Open Online 

Spotlight on Mhairi Gibson
“One  reason I came to work at the British School of Beijing is that I was very interested in being part 
of  Nord Anglia University. I love learning and I wanted to extend my professional development by 
learning through NAU.

I am currently participating in the High Performance with Learning Technologies 5 week study course 
through NAU. During this course, I have benefitted greatly from sharing ideas with and from other 
colleagues related to how I enhance lessons by using technology in different ways. By contributing 
to the discussion forum, I have picked up several new ideas which I have started to try out with my 
students. Both the research and the practical based parts of this course have enabled me to follow 
my interests and my needs. I feel that I am already using some of what I have learned to enrich my 
teaching practice. I have found the course enlightening and motivational, and I will continue to use 
the ideas that I have learned to improve the childrens’ learning through ICT.”

Mhairi Gibson, Year 4 Team Leader at the British School of Beijing and the most active member on NAU in December.

Stat-alicious
  In December:

•    1,054 members active on NAU 
•    Over 50,000 pages viewed 
•    More than 800 introductory courses completed
•    700 members taking part in online or 
 face-to-face course events 

The three most active schools on NAU in December
were… The British International School Bratislava, 
The British School of Beijing Shunyi and Nord Anglia 
International School Hong Kong. 

Our most active participant this month was Mhairi Gibson 
from The British School of Beijing, Shunyi and you can 
see a quote from Mhairi below.  



This month’s highlighted research paper:

Factors affecting attainment – the latest report from the EPPSE study by Sammons et al
This very influential and comprehensive report covers findings from a longitudinal study (EPPSE) 
carried out in the UK over the past few decades. The project has gathered a wide range of data on 
children’s development, individual, family, home learning environment, neighbourhood, 
pre-school, primary and secondary school characteristics.

Findings touch on the following factors increasing outcomes later in life:
-    Attendance and quality of pre-school
-    Time spent on homework/independent study
-    Primary and secondary school academic effectiveness
-    Strong teacher/student relationship
-    Good teacher feedback

Read the full report and its conclusions on the research community on NAU.

New for 2015!    Learning Journals on NAU

Reflection about your learning is an essential part of effective professional development and in 
order to give you opportunities to assess and record what you have learnt we have added learning 
journals to NAU.  

These are your own private area to record your thoughts and experiences and look back at them 
over your professional development journey.  They are also a place to signpost what you want to 
achieve in the future and check back that you have achieved your goals.

On the right hand side of every page in NAU there is a learning journal menu to allow you add and 
review your learning journals and look out for places in the site that we’ve highlighted for you 
to reflect.
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Researchers’ corner
From our Research Fellow: Charlotte Simon
“About my research: In most schools English Language Learners (ELLs) receive some additional 
language support but are part of the main student body and classes for majority of their schooling 
from the start. Mainstream teachers’ sole target for ELLs is often that the students, above all, become 
more proficient in their command of the English Language. This is certainly important but it can often 
result in the cultivation of other important attributes, that are key to developing confident learners, 
being ignored.”

Charlotte Simon, Research Fellow for NAU.

Find out more about Charlotte’s work on the Research community.

 ...want to read more?  Find links and more detail on Nord Anglia University in the Research 
community.



NAU Where next?
At NAU we’re constantly looking at how we better meet your professional development needs. 
We’ve looked at what the research says, how others are taking forward professional learning and 
spoken to many of you. On the back of that we’ve developed a vision and a set of actions to
deliver it. 
We’ve set up a community on NAU so that we can get your input so now, we’d like to hear your 
views on what we have come up with. How do you think think NAU can better meet your needs? 
Go online to the NAU communities section to tell us what you think.

Webinars this monthCase studies on NAU
We have a fantastic programme of webinars offering high quality subject specific learning 
opportunities led by expert teachers from across our family of schools.  Here’s January’s offering:
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Maths

Science

Geography

World
Languages

14 January

20 January

28 January

7 January
26 January

Maths Exploration

What should a HPL science lesson look like?

HPL in Geography

IB ab initio
Primary Language: aims, practice & outcomes

Curriculum corner   celebrating success in a Nord 
Anglia Education school
Achieving far greater academic success than they would do at any other school is a promise that 
we hope to fulfil for all of our students through High Performance Learning. However, it is only part 
of our promise to students and their parents. If we truly believe in putting the child at the heart of 
everything that we do then we also want to help them achieve personal, emotional, social, 
sporting, musical and artistic success – to name just a few.

We need students, and their parents, to know that we are thinking of the whole child. Not just the 
child as the scholar (although this is very important), but also the child as the leader, the child as the 
explorer, the child as the communicator, the child as the philosopher…

To help with this, a group of teachers are working with the Education Department in Nord Anglia 
Education to develop a Nord Anglia Education High School Diploma – that recognises and celebrates 
the different aspects of learning that a student experiences with us.  We have got off to a good start 
with colleagues in our schools in Charlotte, Bratislava, Boston and Guangzhou already providing 
some fantastic ideas for what a High School Diploma could look like and we’ve put some of their 
ideas up on NAU for you to look at.

Why not log into Nord Anglia University, click on the “communities” button, select “cross-
curricular” and then “curriculum commission” to tell us what you think about the work so far…

Have we covered everything that a student should be expected to do to achieve their Nord Anglia 
Education High School Diploma? Should we group the activities under headings such as Creativity, 
Action, Service? Are there any areas missing? And what would an Early Years or a primary or middle 
years Diploma look like?  We need your help…log in to NAU and share your views, or contact me 
at mark.orrow-whiting@nordanglia.com. I’m looking forward to hearing your ideas.

Details of how to join the webinars can be found on NAU on the webinars page and in the related 
subject community areas. All our webinars are recorded and archived online so that you can watch 
them again and again  - or, at another time if you can’t make the live event.
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New! Case studies on NAUase studies on NAU
We want you to make NAU your own and use it to showcase what you are doing to develop 
outstanding teaching practice. So we’ve added a brand new section to NAU including case studies 
of good practice from around our schools.

The first of these is from Moira Lowe, Deputy Head of Middle School at the British International 
School Shanghai, Pudong.  Moira has written up a case study and provided exemplar materials  
on effective marking and feedback and she has recorded some videos of her students talking 
about feedback.

“As educators, we know how important marking and feedback are, but how to do this in a meaningful 
way that develops our students as a learner is what will make a difference.  I know that so much of my 
time has been wasted in the past through spending hours writing detailed comments in books when 
nothing has then been done with it to drive forward student learning.  At BISS Pudong we took a long 
hard look at this last year and came up with a whole school marking and feedback policy.”

Want to tell everyone what you’ve been doing? You can add a case study, video or just share your 
ideas. To add your own case study contact Joanna Lay (joanna.lay@nordanglia.com) and look out 
for more details on NAU and in the next issue.

Teacher exchange pilot programmes
We’re launching an exciting new professional development opportunity as a pilot programme in 
our China region - giving teachers the chance to participate in an exchange with another school in 
their region. For more details and how to apply go to the case studies section on NAU.
Look out for more details in our next edition.

Communities - collaborate and share
Communities are your opportunity to get to know colleagues from across the Nord Anglia 
Education family and network. They are your areas to talk about the topics, issues and events that 
are relevant to you - there are over 50 to choose from... so there must be one that’s right for you!
Since our last newsletter we have five new community managers:

They will be there to promote sharing of good practice and engagement across our schools, so 
why not go online to say hello and get involved today?  If you want to go a step further and lead a 
community area please contact Joanna Lay (Joanna.lay@nordanglia.com).

Ruth Williams 
for the Student Exchange 
Programme

Michelle Gill 
 for Key Stage two

Stephanie Currie 
for Learning outside the 
Classroom

Michelle Stevens
 for Early Years

Rebecca Haley 
for SEN



Study courses
Four facilitated study courses have been led by our Teaching Fellows this term in English, Science and 
Learning Technologies with over 100 active participants. There are three more brand new courses 
starting in January - Geography, Maths and World Languages and there are still places available.  Go 
online to reserve your place now.

Details of further new study course subjects will be available in the new year.

Teaching Fellows
Martin Brown, Teaching Fellow for Maths

“Teaching Mathematics and learning new ideas to bring into the classroom has been something of a 
passion I’ve now enjoyed for longer than I care to mention. So when the opportunity for taking on the 
role of Teaching Fellow for Mathematics came up at NAU I was pretty keen to get involved.

At the start I didn’t really know what was going to be involved, but with excellent advice and support 
from a fabulous mentor, Clare Leech, who many will know through her super work as Teaching 
Fellow for English, the Autumn term got going and so did the Teaching Fellow rollercoaster. It’s been 
quite a fun ride so far and certainly very busy and rewarding!

Already we have had three Mathematics Webinars, each of which have generated excellent 
discussion from colleagues based in places such as Houston, Chicago, Prague, Warsaw and 
Shanghai. A highlight for me was the lively discussion on Maths, Mindset and raising the profile of 
Mathematics in the November Webinar and for those who were not able to participate I hope you will 
visit the recording and review the discussion. Primary and secondary KS3 colleagues may also wish 
to review the December Webinar on Number Sense where we looked at a range of practical and fun 
activities to use in the classroom. 

The Mathematics Community has hosted conversations ranging from Maths and Mindset, Raising 
standard in Mathematics and using the Global Classroom for Mathematics and I would encourage 
all of you interested in sharing Mathematics learning ideas to visit the community and get involved 
in the discussion.  Looking ahead, the Spring term begins with a new Mathematics Study Course and 
Cohort 1 starts from 23 January, the theme is about Mathematics and High Performance Learning 
and participants will be looking at a wide range of activities such as Inquiry based Mathematics. For 
those interested in getting involved, this study course will also be repeated in the Summer Term. The 
next Webinar takes place on Wednesday 14 January and this time it is focused on the IB Mathematics 
IA Exploration. This is aimed at those teachers looking at how they are planning the Exploration cycle 
with Year 12 students and looks at the planning stages all the way through to the Year 13 peer review, 
first draft and using Turn It In to check their completed work.

My final mention is about a new competition to begin in January called the Global Mathematics 
Challenge. There are two versions, a Junior Challenge aimed at Years 8 – 10 and a Senior Challenge 
aimed at Year 11 – 12. Please join the discussion in the Mathematics Community to find out more 
about how to get your students and school involved!”

Regional Conferences and Professional 
Development Awards
Congratulations again to all those nominated for Professional Development Awards, which 
recognise outstanding practice across our schools.  The winners from the North America regional 
conference which took place in December can be found below.



Student exchange
Nord Anglia Education schools provide unique opportunities for students which are not available 
elsewhere.   As a group with an international standing, Nord Anglia Education has the potential to 
facilitate student exchange programmes across the world.  This unique opportunity will enable 
individual schools to stand out in their market, through a varied, tailored and dynamic programme.

“I am leading a pilot between four schools regarding student-student exchange.  At the moment 
we are just getting going. ...we now have a group of four schools within the pilot (Boston, Warsaw, 
Prague and Bangkok).  Within the week, myself and the colleagues from the four schools will have 
our first online meeting, and start Phase Two.”  

Ruth is also managing an NAU community focussed around the student exchanges, to get involved 
or just to see how the pilot goes log on and take a look.  We’ll report back on progress later in the year.

Access
Nord Anglia University is the home of professional learning in Nord Anglia Education. 
It is available to all of our people, wherever you are based.

If you work in a school:
Log in to your school Moodle account and click the Nord Anglia University button. Not sure how
to do this or you don’t have an account? Please contact your school Moodle champion who can 
help you to get online.

If you work in another location:

Visit www.naeuniversity.com and enter your Nord Anglia University account details. If 
you don’t have an account, contact Joanna Lay on joanna.lay@nordanglia.com.

Award

Leadership in Nord Anglia 
University Online

Innovation in High Performance 
Learning

Nord Anglia University 
leadership Award

Innovation as a result of 
Professional enquiry

Innovation in Professional 
Development

Leadership Programme 
Innovation

North America

Emma Northey, British International School of 
Boston

Justine Bricheno, British School of Chicago

Clare Leech, British School of Houston

Becky Bailey, 
British American School of Charlotte

Alison Yeardley, The British International School 
of Boston

Melissa Neal, British School of Chicago


