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Welcome to this special edition of the Global Classroom newsletter, 
featuring this year’s face-to-face and in-school activities, the Global 
Classroom Expedition to Tanzania and The Water Challenge. These 
key activities are transformational learning experiences for our students. 
They provide them with opportunities to lead and develop values, 
attitudes and attributes such as open-mindedness, creativity and concern
for society,  as well as High Performance Learning characteristics such as 
flexible thinking and seeing alternative perspectives.  

Over 100 students from 18 schools and 11 different countries 
travelled to Tanzania in February to take part in this year’s 
face-to-face event. 
The main focus was on the service activities; renovating Maua School to create 
a better learning environment and teaching the students. Our students also had the 
opportunity to explore the local area and the link between land, animals and people 
on safari, or learn more about the history of the slave and spice trades in Zanzibar. 
The Expedition forged friendships between students from different schools and left 
them with the desire to continue working to make a positive impact in the world. 

THE GLOBAL CLASSROOM 
EXPEDITION TO TANZANIA
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We have special reports from a new member 
of the Nord Anglia Education family, the British 
School of Boston:

    Educators who work with younger students often wonder 
how some of us ‘put up with teenagers.’ But the truth is, 
young adults energize and inspire. They keep the rest of us 
going. This was never more apparent than on the expedition 
to Tanzania. You know that moment when magic happens? 
When you can taste it in the air? That was our time in Arusha. 
Inspiration and energy were everywhere on the trip.

Inspiration was the determination to ensure that the lessons 
our students taught were not only exciting and engaging 
for the Maua students, but also improved their learning. 
Inspiration was a quiet Nord Anglia Education student 
picking up and hugging an equally reserved youngster 
visiting our camp from the Huruma orphanage.

Energy was the hard work to ensure the Maua school was not 
just renovated by our visit, but rejuvenated, too. Energy was 
the regret of walking away from unfinished work, with the 
determination to ensure it does not remain so. 

The aim of the expedition to Tanzania was to open doors, to 
take that first tentative look around the corner and explore 
what it means to be part of the new Nord Anglia Education 
and a wider, diverse world in which we all play a vital role. To 
experience, and contrast, as many facets of Tanzanian life as 
one can fit into eight days. When encountering a new culture, 
differences are often easier to see than similarities. Traveling 
through the Arusha region, there was the juxtaposition of the 
shanties next to our hotel on safari. At Maua, there was the 
squalor of the kitchen and the starkness of the dormitories. 
Quickly though, one was engulfed by the familiar - students 
rushing to lessons, others too distracted to know which way is 
up; children’s insatiable sweet tooth; teenagers’ love of music. 

Every moment seemed to brim over with cultural differences 
and connections. And after long days of work at the Maua 
school, or days exploring the wider community, dinners 
often included passionate discussions among students - on 
the role of tourism in the region; the pressures on the camp’s 
farm to aid the local community without losing its harvest; 
the environmental initiatives saving soil run-off; and the role 
of education and politics in the ongoing development of 
Tanzania. And while the conversations led to spirited debates 
- and differing opinions among students - there was one thing 
to which all could agree: this is the start of an amazing journey.

Ruth Williams, Teacher, British School of Boston

      Our experience in Tanzania was one of a kind. Not many 
people get to experience what we did; seeing an authentic 
Maasai dance around a fire, learning to bead the way local 
peoples’ livelihoods depend on, teaching impoverished but 
exceptional children who deserve every opportunity we have 
had and yet have had no access to them. We brightened up 
the bedrooms and classrooms of 120 young children, came 
within feet of wild animals that most people can only see in a 
zoo, ventured inside a real wa-Arusha tribe house made only 
of sticks, mud and dung and learned about the importance 
of healthy relationships between local residents and outside 
interests. And, of course, working with 100 other teenagers 
with very different backgrounds to your own but united by 
common goals. Incredible experiences, each and every 
one - and we got them all.

The Nord Anglia Education Global Classroom trip to 
Tanzania gave us all something extraordinary to learn 
and keep with us. Although we were teachers for the day, 
some of the biggest learning moments came from what we 
learned from the children at Maua Primary School and the 
connections and friendships we fostered and aim to maintain. 

Learning outside the classroom was especially evident on 
the trip to Ngresi village, when we visited a local village 
school and the homes of the wa-Arusha tribe, where we 
learned about terraced farming education programmes, 
which the farmers use to prevent soil erosion - a prevalent 
environmental threat. The innovation and resourcefulness 
displayed were stunning, particularly their use of livestock for 
a wide range of purposes from providing nutrition to fuelling 
their electrical needs. By embracing the limitations that they 
are constrained by every day, the Ngresi villagers were doing 
something really extraordinary which they were pleased to 
share with us. 

It was exciting to see the eagerness of the Nord Anglia 
Education community to maximize the expedition’s positive 
impact, and to share our experiences with those who helped 
to fuel our efforts back home. The environment created 
was empowering and exhilarating. This was truly a once in a 
lifetime experience of Tanzanian culture as well as learning 
outside the classroom as we begin to understand the power 
that Nord Anglia Education has to bring their students 
together to create something lasting and meaningful, and 
we feel so lucky to have been a part of it.

Katie Malone, Rick Boer, 
Tomas Crespo, Stephanie Luiz, 
and Maya Nijhoff Asser, students, 
British School of Boston
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Today we went to Maua school. It was a day filled with 
emotions because it was very hard to see the conditions in 
which they were living. In my point of view it was very bad 
but I realise that they still have smiles on their faces because 
they know nothing different or better. It’s all they know. I was 
really touched by the way they smiled at us and how grateful 
they were for what we were doing! The hardest thing I had to 
encounter today was probably having the pressure of painting 
and messing up because it meant so much to them. I really 
enjoyed knowing that the money we had raised was helping 
such a community in so many ways.

Oliver Hunt, La Côte International School

I think the most significant moment on the safari today,  
which really shouted at you that you were in AFRICA!!!, 
was either seeing a Leopard lounging in a tree off the path, 
or the multitudes of lolloping (i love that word) elephants… 
As Leopards are so shy, it was quite a treat to see one in the 
wild, and really emphasised the fact that you are actually in 
Tanzania, on Safari. The Elephants were having a mud bath by 
the side of the path and were so close we could literally reach 
out and touch them… Seeing something you only have seen 
before in films or documentaries, really brought into the light 
the amazing reality of the wonderful place we were in.

Robi Watkinson, British School of Washington

Today we drove to Maua School were we spent most of 
the morning teaching Art, Science and grammar to year 1 
students. I was incredibly surprised at how open and friendly 
the children were. I expected them to be shy at first; however 
they seemed genuinely happy to see us. I was shocked at 
how bad the conditions for the children were. Their school 
was dirty and many were orphans but they seemed like the 
happiest children alive. I think this is because unlike us they 
are used to having barely anything and so they are extremely 
pleased by the smallest things – even if it’s just coming over to 
paint their school, teach them and play with them.

The whole day was very inspirational and really made me 
appreciate and realise just how good our lives actually are. 
There was however one thing that really showed me – At the 
end of the day one boy said ‘bring back gifts for us tomorrow’. 
I realised that a lot of children and generally people in Africa 
are used to getting money and items rather than humanitarian 
help. I guess this is because it’s easier it just give something 
away without giving your time as well. I think that needs to 
be changed.

Andrea Vesela, The English International School, Prague

During the Expedition students were able to post their daily reflections and answer questions 
from students back home on the Global Classroom:

        I have received wonderful feedback directly from parents, students and our own staff about 
Tanzania which universally confirmed that it had been a life changing trip for those who attended. 
It’s fantastic when we use the scale and reach of the Nord Anglia Education family of schools to 
deliver unique events such as the Global Classroom Tanzania expedition.

Andrew Fitzmaurice, CEO Nord Anglia Education

         The Global Classroom offers students the chance to get involved in a whole range of once-in-
a-lifetime opportunities.  Tanzania was a great example of this and the feedback from students and 
parents has been terrific. We have all been impressed by the thoughtfulness of the students involved 
and I very much hope that this trip is just the start of our support for the school in Tanzania.   

Professor Deborah Eyre, Education Director
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The Water Challenge, in association with Imperial College London and Practical Action, 
encouraged our students to collaborate to find a solution to a global water problem. 
Ten schools entered the challenge and students came up with exciting ideas about how to solve issues such as flooding and  
dirty water that affect people around the world. Our judges were so impressed by the quality of the work it was difficult to 
choose our prize winners, but we are delighted to announce the successful schools.

Solving the 
world’s water 

problems...

In association with 

The British International School Bratislava

Collège Champittet

The British International School Shanghai, Puxi

The British International School Budapest

PRIZE                  SCHOOL
Most innovative designs and overall competition winner

Most thorough research

Most interesting experiments

Best model

There were two other schools that really caught the judges’ attention:

The British School of Beijing, Sanlitun, which involved all its children 
in The Water Challenge and made it a truly cross-curriculur project 
and La Côte International School whose students took the challenge 
on themselves and demonstrated excellent student leadership. 

All these schools will receive a plaque to recognise their achievements to be 
displayed in their schools, and the main prize winners will receive a sum 
of money to go towards an item or project of their choice that supports 
students’ learning. 

        It’s inspiring to see a large number of students 
producing such high quality work in our science 
and engineering challenge. They have demonstrated 
High Performance Learning characteristics such as 
critical thinking and concentration, persistence and 
resilience, which are crucial skills for learning and 
the world of work.

Mark Orrow-Whiting, 
Director of Curriculum and Student Performance



          The Global Classroom Water Challenge launched back 
in October 2013. From then, until our final submission film 
and report were uploaded at the end of January, students from 
across the school were involved in a series of challenging and 
stimulating events. 

In our primary school the whole of November’s Science Week 
was given over to water themed investigations. In the EYFS 
our youngest children in nursery and reception investigated 
ways of moving water. Year 1 focussed on conservation, whilst 
Year 2 looked at water storage and collection. Year 3 examined 
filtration and ways of cleaning water. The tricky problem of 
moving water over long distances from the sea engaged Year 
4 leaving Year 5 to look at methods of purification. Year 6 
investigated irrigation problems, and designed and then built 
models of their solutions. These were then judged in a Year 6 
competition, with the winning entries going forward to the 
BISB Water Challenge Final.  IB students Veronika Rollova and 
Nathalie Scharpf then took the photos and film footage of the 
week-long event and produced a 20 minute long film which 
was shown to parents and pupils at a special assembly. 

In Secondary the Water Challenge ran as part of our 
Enrichment program under the leadership of Head of 
Science, Mr. Kevin Troy.  Students from Year 7 up organised 
themselves into teams, investigated real life irrigation 
problems and researched potential solutions. They had to 
consider not only the practicalities of providing poorer rural 
communities around the world with a more efficient system 
of irrigation, but also the potential cultural and social impacts 
of their designs. Designs had to be both effective and simple 
to operate and repair, and constructed from commonly 
available materials which are cheap and easy to maintain. 
This process took several sessions to complete before each 
group felt satisfied they had an achievable practical design in 
mind. They then moved onto what many felt was one of the 
most interesting and challenging aspects of the whole Water 
Challenge: experimenting and building a working model of 
their design. 

Finally in January the BISB Water Challenge Final was held. A 
panel of judges, made up of Science teachers Mr Thomas and 
Ms Pallova, Year 6 teacher Ms Deeley and School Principal Ms. 
Ellis, were invited to the Physics Lab where each irrigation 
method was explained and demonstrated to them.  With 
entries from Years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 there was plenty for them to 
see. The winning entry was a design by IB students Arkadiy 
Osovtsov; Erik Rimaszombati and Natalia Gavacova, with a 
team from Year 7 coming in only 2 points behind. The Water 
Challenge teams, assisted by Primary students and members 
of the School Eco group then built a full scale working model 
which we have installed in our Eco Garden where it is already 
irrigating the new spring plants. 

The final submission film of our Water Challenge entry was 
directed and produced by Year 12 student Veronika Rollova. 
Accompanying music for the film was composed by students 
from Years 9 and 11.  Fellow IB students Adam Vajda and Vlado 
Lexa produced the Lab report which formed the written 
element of our entry. 

What has been most evident about the Water Challenge 
at BIS Bratislava is the way in which the whole School 
community was able to be involved in many, many different 
ways. Under the guidance of Mr. Troy, students planned, 
explored, experimented, taught, learned, failed, generated 
ideas, persevered and problem solved. They did so with a 
sense of enthusiasm and purpose, working across multiple 
year groups and sections of the school. They shared ideas 
generously with one another, offering support to ‘rival’ groups 
and educating more than one member of staff on various 
principles of irrigation; with even the youngest students  
being able to provide confident explanations of their ideas.  

Prior to its launch, the Global Classroom Water Challenge 
seemed to be a rather narrowly focussed Science based 
challenge. However, it grew to be so much more than this  
and has been a fantastic event, bringing students together 
from across the School in a collaborative, supportive and 
hugely educational way. 

Lindsay Conway, 
Secondary School Global Classroom Lead Teacher

Read what our winning school, the British International School Bratislava thought about The 
Water Challenge: 



MARCH’S HIGHLIGHTS

The Global Classroom is an innovative, contemporary and distinctive educational 
programme, unique to Nord Anglia Education. It develops our students’ confidence 
and ability as learners by enabling them to collaborate, inquire, create, innovate and 
lead. If you have any suggestions or queries for the Global Classroom then please 
email global.classroom@nordanglia.com 

for years 7 +

Prague have taken over the Student Space with a variety 
of activities including a word of the day, coding using 
Scratch and a discussion about whether we need real 
life teachers anymore! Students can also discuss whether 
wearing school uniform is essential for a good education 
in the Great Debate and complete a sleep survey in 
Global Matters. 

We’re featuring some key international dates this month, firstly with our focus on World Book Day 
(6 March) and then Earth Hour in conjunction with WWF (29 March). 

The deadline for this year’s short story competition is fast approaching (28 March) so students need to get 
writing if they haven’t already sent in their submission! We are looking forward to reading all our students’ 
stories. Winners will be announced in May. 

It’s the final Head2Head Debate this month, with more 
opportunities for students to score points for their 
school! The motion is “We should not expect our online 
activities to remain private”. Brain Teasers is back, and this 
month’s Student Zone features Bratislava talking about 
discrimination and bias. 

Look out for all new content on the IB Extended Essay coming soon! 

To keep up-to-date with the latest news from Global Classroom follow us on Twitter @NAEGC
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