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INTRODUCTION TO THE IB DIPLOMA

WELCOME TO THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

The IB Diploma provides a challenging and rewarding educational experience for students. The study of six academic
subjects, along with the IB core of Creativity Activity Service, Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay provides
an excellent preparation for the rigours of university and adult life. It is widely recognised by many as the best post-16

qualification available to young people.

As explained during the Year 11 Wellbeing lessons, in this IB Options Booklet and at the Parents Options Information
Event, a high level of commitment to all aspects of the course is required to be successful. Enquiry, reflection and
perseverance will be necessary to ensure you select the right mix of IB subjects, and that is just the start of your IB

experience!

At BIS, the Wellbeing programme operates in tandem with the IB programme. We focus on skills such as stress

management, time management and careers as a way of further helping our students.

THE 1B DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
The IB aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more

peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end, the IB is more than the academic subjects, and the programme as a whole is greater than the sum of its

parts.
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The IB Learner Profile outlines ten attributes that
are invaluable in developing your child to go beyond
academic success. All aspects of the Diploma
Programme have been designed with a view to

developing these qualities.

INQUIRERS. They develop their natural curiosity. They
acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and
research and show independence in learning. They
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be

sustained throughout their lives.

University faculties regularly note IB students' passion for

discovery.

KNOWLEDGEABLE. They explore concepts, ideas and
issues that have local and global significance. In so

doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop
understanding across a broad and balanced range of

disciplines.

IB students are extraordinarily well prepared for the

academic requirements of university coursework.

THINKERS. They exercise initiative in applying thinking
skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach

complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

IB students contribute to discussions in a meaningful
way. They do not shy away from challenging questions
and, once they know the answer, follow up by asking

uWhy?n

COMMUNICATORS. They understand and express
ideas and information confidently and creatively in
more than one language and in a variety of modes of
communication. They work effectively and willingly in

collaboration with others.

IB students regularly deliver stimulating presentations

and drive excellence in group assignments.

PRINCIPLED. They act with integrity and honesty, with
a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the
dignity of the individual, groups and communities.
They take responsibility for their own actions and the

consequences that accompany them.

IB students are infused with the academic integrity that

is a fundamental value of universities and colleges.

OPEN-MINDED. They understand and appreciate their

own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals
and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and
evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to

grow from the experience.

IB students have a deep understanding of various
cultures and views, bringing an appreciation of

new views to both their academic study and their
involvement in local and wider communities. Their
international mindedness complements the missions of

the best tertiary institutions.

CARING. They show empathy, compassion and respect
towards the needs and feelings of others. They have
a personal commitment to service, and act to make
a positive difference to the lives of others and to the

environment.

IB students tell us they bring this commitment to
community and others to their activities and leadership

roles at university and carry it throughout their lives.

RISK-TAKERS. They approach unfamiliar situations and
uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending
their beliefs.

IB students transition well to challenging university
settings and show resilience and determination in
their work. In academics, they have the confidence to

approach new or unfamiliar subjects or material.

BALANCED. They understand the importance of
intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve

personal well-being for themselves and others.

IB students are active participants in a wide range
of aspects of campus life, as well as focusing on their

academic development.

REFLECTIVE. They give thoughtful consideration to their
own learning and experience. They are able to assess and
understand their strengths and limitations in order to

support their learning and personal development.

IB students have developed an ability to reflect on their
learning and to articulate how they learnt. They have
learned that critical reflection is an important academic
and life skill.



THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME CORE

Successful completion of the Core programme is

required in order to attain the Diploma.

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

The EE offers our students an opportunity to engage
in independent research through an in-depth study of
a topic which interests them. It is excellent preparation
for the rigours of academic writing at university and
gives the students that ‘something extra’ to discuss in

university applications.

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE (CAS)

Our students undertake and reflect on a variety of
activities outside of the classroom. These may include
learning to play an instrument, improving sporting skills

or being a reading mentor. The school has an extensive

range of service activities in the local community
and students are actively encouraged to take part.
These experiences and reflections provide valuable

opportunities when applying for university.

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)

A course developing the critical thinking skills of our
students. It considers the nature of knowledge, and
how we know what we know. It encourages students to

challenge their knowledge and their understanding of

their subjects studied.



In addition to the Core, our students select academic subjects from six groups, studying three at Higher Level
(HL) and three at Standard Level (SL). A Higher Level subject requires the acquisition of a greater body of subject
knowledge and a higher level of analysis and evaluation.

The courses offered at BIS are:

Ab initio courses are available for students with no, or very little, experience of this language. Students taking Ab initio
courses cannot have formally studied the language previously.

In line with the IB's policy on languages in Group 2, English B is not available as an option to students who have taken
First Language English at IGCSE.

Usually the vast majority of subjects are available at HL and SL but this can vary from year to year depending upon

demand. Some subjects may not run, or have limited places, dependent upon student uptake.



HL SUBJECTS - 6 periods per week.

SL SUBJECTS - 4 periods per week.

CORE PROGRAMME - 4 periods a week, including:
Theory of Knowledge

Extended Essay — students are allocated a supervisor

to guide them through the process.

CAS - through the extensive programme of activities

and residential trips at the school.

A student who does not meet the entry requirements
for the International Baccalaureate full Diploma can
undertake a selection of Diploma Programme courses.
For example, a student could study 2 HL subjects, 3 SL
subjects and undertake an extended essay. Students
who study Diploma Programme courses without
covering the requirements of the full Diploma will

be awarded “Diploma Programme Course Results.”
Students who study the Diploma Programme courses
can still obtain places at university. However, this may
involve a foundation year at University before being
admitted to undergraduate programmes and more

prestigious universities are often precluded.

Our students take written exams at the end of the
programme. These are marked externally by the IB.

In most subjects, students also complete an Internal
Assessment (coursework) component which is
moderated or marked externally by the IB. Each of the
six academic subjects studied is awarded a point score
from one to seven. Three extra points are available
depending upon the student's performance in theory of
knowledge and the extended essay. Thus the Diploma of
the International Baccalaureate is scored out of a total of

forty-five points.

Students must achieve a point score of at least 24, and
pass all aspects of the core to be awarded the Diploma of

the International Baccalaureate.

Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay are
awarded a grade from A to E. At least a D grade in

both is required to pass the full diploma. Students are
expected to show academic honesty in all pieces of work
throughout the IB, meaning that students must always
produce work that is their own. There are also a number
of supplementary criteria that must be met for the
Diploma to be awarded. Further details of these can be

requested.

For further information, please contact our IBDP

Co-oordinator:

MRS DANIELLE FOUNTAIN

Danielle.Fountain@bisvietnam.com



WELLBEING SESSIONS

Students have sessions to support them in understanding the IB Diploma Programme, and to

begin the process of selecting their initial choices.

Session 1is taken by MRS FOUNTAIN and explains the philosophy behind the IBDP, as well as

the practicalities of the programme.

Sessions 2, 3 and 4 consist of a series of presentations by the College and University Guidance
team with a focus on specific pathways through and beyond the IBDP. This is complemented
by a follow up Tutor Time sessions in which students are provided with access to a range of

resources and materials to help them research possible IB options.

IB OPTIONS EVENING: TUESDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 18:00-19:30

This will provide an overview of the options process, highlighting the subjects available and
how you can help your child to make the best choices. This is combined with additional
information from the Deputy Head Teacher: Curriculum & Learning, the IBDP Coordinator, and
the College and University Guidance Counsellor. Heads of Deaprtment will also provide detailed

information at subject-level at the subject fayre.

FIRST THOUGHTS FORMS AND OPTION BLOCKS

Details on how to submit these via an online portal are sent out to students on Monday 19th
September; the deadline for return is Monday 3rd October. From these first thoughts, the
Option Blocks are formed. Students are then issued with a second form which shows the

subjects they have chosen in the relevant blocks.

FINAL CHOICES

This form should be signed by the student, the parent and, for HL subjects, the relevant Head
of Department, and returned by Friday 11th November. In March 2023, students are given a final
confirmation of their option choices. These should not be changed again until IGCSE results are

released in August 2023.



Students should have achieved at least 5 A*-C grades in
their IGCSE examinations, with a good match between
their results in individual subjects and their intended IB
subject choices. They would normally be expected to
have achieved A*-B grades in their three Higher Level
subjects and it is therefore very important that this IB
Options Handbook is read carefully. This booklet clearly
states the entrance criteria for every subject at both
Higher and Standard levels. Achieving these grades is a
requirement because of the high academic challenges
of the IB Diploma Programme. Parents of any students
shown to be at risk of not achieving these levels of IGCSE
qualifications in either their December and/or February
reports will be invited to meet with the Head of Year 11
and/or the Deputy Head Teacher: Curriculum & Learning

to discuss possible future alternatives.

The IB Diploma is a demanding course of study, with
students having to balance their six Higher and Standard
Level subjects with the demands of the core — Theory of
Knowledge, the Extended Essay and the Creativity, Action,
Service programme. Students achieving at least 5 A*-C
grades in their IGCSE examinations have usually shown
themselves to be academically capable of achieving

the IB Diploma. However, students who are not fully
committed to their studies will find balancing these
demands difficult. Under such circumstances, the IB
Diploma Programme may not be the most appropriate

course of post-16 education.

Students in Years 12 and 13 should be role-models for the
rest of the school community, and students are therefore
expected to have acted in a mature and responsible
manner throughout Years 10 and 11. While many students
make mistakes, we would expect students to respond to
these maturely and responsibly - and to have learnt from
them. It is also very important that students in Years 12
and 13 do not adversely affect the learning of their peers.
Parents may be called in to discuss targets for getting

the student back on track, and a place in Year 12 could be

withdrawn. Any student at risk of being refused entry to
Year 12 on this basis will have a meeting with their parents
and the Head of Year/Deputy Head Teacher at the earliest
opportunity.

The IB Diploma Programme is a demanding course with a
great deal of material to cover. Students who do not attend
every lesson put themselves at risk of falling behind and
not being able to catch up on work missed. Students who
are regularly late to school also put themselves at risk of
falling behind in their work. Whilst we understand that
students are on occasion unwell and hence may be unable
to attend school for a couple of days each academic year,
we feel that it is important that students who have had a
poor record of attendance and punctuality in Year 11 should
review whether the IB Diploma Programme is appropriate
for them. Parents may be called in to discuss the options
for a student whose record of attendance or punctuality is

below that expected.

The Creativity, Activity and Service programme is one

of the cornerstones of the IB Diploma Programme,

with students expected to be committed to a range

of activities throughout Years 12 and 13. Students are
expected, therefore, to have been involved in a variety of
activities throughout Years 10 and 11 and to have been fully
involved in the wider life of the school. Although activities
are not compulsory, a good personal portfolio of activities
will be taken into consideration should a student’s Year 12

place be in doubt.

We need to be clear about what the IB course is and
what it is not. It is not an elitist course designed only
for high achievers. It is academically challenging but it
also rewards hard work. Most BIS students can obtain
the IB Diploma, provided they manage their time well
and engage fully with the programme. We want all of
our students to graduate through the IB Programme
but naturally reserve the right to build a committed IB
student team by protecting the group’s interests. If this
means denying a place to individuals for reasons stated

above, we may take that option.



L8p 12 va Ta tai Qudc t€ IB la chuang trinh tiép tuc cho
hau hét céac hoc sinh I8p 11 clia chdng téi, nhung khong tu
ddng. Hoc sinh vao I8p 12 phu thudc vao cac tiéu chi sau

day:

Hoc sinh phai dat dugc it nhat 5 diém tu A* dén C trong
ky thi IGCSE, co su lién két chat ché gilta két qua va lua
chon du dinh mén hoc IB cla hoc sinh. Biém A* - B théng
thudng dugdc mong dgi trong 3 moén High Level (HL) vi vay
quyén IB Options nay nén dugc doc mét cach can than.
Cudn sach nay néu rd cac tiéu chi tuyén sinh cho cac moén
High Level (HL) va Standard Level. Thanh tich diém céac
mon nay la moét yéu cau can thiét clia Chugng trinh TU tai
Qudc t€ IB. Phu Huynh clia hoc sinh nao cé diém IGCSE
va bang diém dudc phat ra trong thang 12 hoac thang 2
khéng dat dugc yéu cau sé dugc mai gap Trudng Khéi 11

dé thao luan vé cac lua chon thay thé trong tuang lai.

Tu tai IB la mét khda hoc doi hoi cao, hoc sinh phai can
bang sdu mdén hoc HL va SL v&i cac mon thiét yéu Ly
Thuyét Kién Thuc (TOK), Bai luan ma rong (EE) va cac
hoat déng tinh nguyé&n. Nhing hoc sinh dat dugc it nhat
5 diém A* - C trong ky thi IGCSE sé c6 kha nang dat dugc
Chung chi IB. Nhiing hoc sinh cé két qua khéng dat

yéu cau trén sé khé can bang cac mén IB. Trong nhiing
trudng hdp nhu vay, chuang trinh IB cé thé khéng phai la
chuang trinh thich hgp nhat. Cac bang diém sé dugc xem
xét k¥ ludng trudc khi chap nhan hoc sinh vao céac khoa

hoc.

Hoc sinh 18p 12 va 13 phai lam guong cho toan bd hoc
sinh trong trudng, do dé cac em nén hanh déng mét
cach chin chan va co trach nhiém trong sudt Lép 10 va

1. D&i v38i nhiing hoc sinh pham 16i, ching téi mong cac
em phan héi mét cach chin chan, cé trach nhiém va rat
ra bai hoc cho ban than. Clng rat quan trong khi cacem
I8p 12 va 13 khdng anh hudng xau dén viéc hoc cla céc
ban cung I8p. Phu huynh cé thé dugc mai dé thao luan
vé cac muc tiéu dé dua hoc sinh trd lai dung hudng, va cé
thé cac em khdng dudc tiép tuc 1én I8p 12. Bat ky hoc sinh
nao co nguy cd bi tU chéi Nhap hoc vao 18p 12 trudng nay

sé& c6 mot budi hop gitia phu Huynh, Trudng khéi va Hiéu
Pho trong thai gian s6m nhat.

Chugng trinh IB la mot khda hoc doi hoi nhiéu kién thic.
NhUng hoc sinh khéng tham du day du cac tiét hoc déu
c6 nguy ca bi mat kién thic va khéng thé bat kip bai hoc.
Hoc sinh thudng xuyén di hoc mudn cliing cé nguy cd

bi thi€u bai. Chung tdi biét rang hoc sinh déi khi khéng
thé di hoc vai ngay mdi nam khi cé ly do chinh dang, tuy
nhién vai mét s hoc sinh nghi hoc nhiéu va khéng dung
gig trong I8p 11 chung toi sé xem xét lai chudng trinh IB c6
phu hgp hay khéng. Phu Huynh cia cac hoc sinh ¢é hé so
di hoc day du va dung gid thap han yéu cau sé dugc mdi

dén dé thao ludn vé cac lua chon mén hoc.

Cac hoat déng tinh nguyén la mét trong nhiing nén tang
cula Chugng trinh IB, cac em sé dugc tham gia nhiéu hoat
doéng trong sudt I8p 12 va 13. Vi vay, véi hoc sinh 18p 10 va
I8p 11 dugc mong dgi tham gia day du cac hoat dong khac
nhau trong trudng. Mac du cac hoat ddéng nay khéng

bat budc, tuy nhién néu Mot hoc sinh cé danh muc hoat

doéng tét cling sé dudc xem xét ¢ hoi lén 18p 12.

Chung ta can phai ré rang vé chuang trinh IB va nhing gi
khong phai. D6 khéng chi la mét chuong trinh chidanh
cho nhiing hoc vién dat thanh tich cao ma con la thach
thic vé viéc hoc tap chdm chi. Hau hét hoc sinh BIS déu
c6 thé nhan dudc Chung chi IB, néu cac em sip x&p tét
thai gian cda minh va tham gia day du vao chuagng trinh.
Chung t6i luén xay dung nhém hoc sinh IB viing chic vi
mudn tat ca cdc em tét nghiép Chuang trinh IB. Vi vay
néu cé hoc sinh nao khéng dat day du cac yéu cau trén

chudng t6i sé xem xét viéc cho cac em rgi trudng.
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In Year 11 students are introduced to the College and
University Guidance team through 6 Wellbeing sessions:
the opening 3 focus on helping them to make their
IBDP Options choices by considering the decision-
making process and how it might influence future
plans. This input is supplemented with follow-up tasks,
facilitated by Form Tutors, which aim to help students
with the research process and decision-making about
their IB choices. The 3 remaining Wellbeing sessions
introduce students to the Bridge U platform, an integral
feature of careers research and university selection

and application at BIS. The tasks completed in these
sessions help students identify strengths and interests
in addition to developing their knowledge about Higher
Education and how they might approach research in this
area. There is also the opportunity to schedule a one-
to-one meeting with an allocated University Guidance
Counsellor later in the school year if students wish to
discuss their choices and how they might fit with future
plans. The entire process is designed to assist each
student in making informed subject choices based on
academic ability, personal preferences and fit. These
choices are also considered in the context of potential
pathways to university, postgraduate study and possible

career paths.

When deciding upon IBDP subjects, students need to

consider the following factors:

academic strengths and interests;
personal abilities and aptitudes;

the implications of choices for Higher Education and

future plans.

The IBDP is a rigorous course that aims to provide
students with a broad, deep and balanced academic
programme that will open up rather than limit potential
paths for future study and careers. Along with the 6
subjects, students also complete the IBDP Core, which
involves researching and writing an Extended Essay (EE),
studying Theory of Knowledge (ToK) and taking part in
Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) activities, all of which
provide additional knowledge and skills to help prepare

them for university study and the world of work.

If students do not have a clear idea about what they
wish to study at this stage, they should talk to relevant
teachers, CUG Counsellors and even current IB students
and graduates to gather as much information as
possible. It makes sense that students choose subjects
which they find stimulating, interesting and enjoyable.
If students choose subjects in which they have little
genuine interest, there is a risk that they will lose
motivation and this will have a negative effect on their

performance and overall achievement.

Although universities expect a certain amount of subject
knowledge, they are also interested in transferable

skills, approaches to learning and how students might
develop as a thinker, learner, and contributor to campus
life. There is no doubt that the IBDP enables students

to develop key skills and approaches to their studies

that are much sought after by global Higher Education
providers and employers alike. It is for this reason that
the IBDP is recognised as a qualification for direct entry

to Higher Education courses around the world.

Some Higher Education courses and career paths



demand students to have studied certain subjects at
specific levels and in certain combinations, but they

are relatively few - for example, Medicine, Dentistry and
some Engineering courses. Such requirements also vary
by country and often individual universities have specific
requirements for these types of course. Students need to
be aware of the IB requirements and recognition of the
IBDP at universities to which they might want to apply -

it isimpossible to apply a one-size-fits-all approach.

In-depth research specific to the individual student, their
chosen areas of interest and the university or country

they intend to apply to is therefore crucial.

It is also important to remember that there are often
multiple routes into degree subjects and it is also
important to consider that the majority of professional
careers will require further postgraduate study following

an undergraduate degree.

Additionally, certain degree subjects may require
additional tests or exams. In addition to IB subjects,
there may be requirements such as SAT/ACT for the USA,
Oxbridge and subject specific admission tests e.g. LNAT,
UCAT, TSA, ENGAA (and many others) for the UK.

In the USA, students generally study a broad-based
curriculum over a 4-year period. In general, US colleges
and universities are less concerned about which IB
subjects are taken and pay more attention to academic
achievement across the Diploma Programme.
Important exceptions to this are when applying to highly
competitive universities or courses that seek specific
subject knowledge as a requirement (e.g. Engineering or

Business).

For other HE systems including the UK, Canada,
mainland Europe, Hong Kong and Singapore there is a
slightly different focus. Generally, students are applying
for a particular course and therefore, universities may
expect to see certain subjects studied within the
Diploma Programme, particularly at Higher Level. Entry
requirements can differ greatly by course, institution and
country, so it is therefore crucial to thoroughly research

this on an individual basis.

International students applying to courses delivered

in English may need to demonstrate their English
Language proficiency for university study. Again, these
requirements can differ greatly between universities
and countries. Generally, proficiency can be proven and

requirements met in a number of ways:

A specified period in full time education in an English

medium - usually 3 or 4 years

English A as part of the IBDP (IGCSE English at Grade B

may also be acceptable);

Achieving specified scores in language proficiency tests
(IELTS/TOEFL), In some instances, these are also required
for visa purposes or if financial aid/scholarships are being

applied for.

However, there are exceptions and it is important to
check these requirements with each university the
student is applying to in order to ensure the specific

requirements are met.

For further information, please contact:
MR PAUL RISPIN

Paul.Rispin@bisvietnam.com or

MR MARK WESTON

Mark.Weston@bisvietnam.com



TOK is described by the IB as being at the “heart of the
Diploma Programme”. TOK requires that students take
a critical approach to knowledge and therefore it is also
referred to as the keystone of your IB; hence its place
in the IB Core. TOK is a course about critical thinking
and inquiring into the process of knowing, rather than
about learning a specific body of knowledge. It is a
core element which all Diploma Programme students
undertake. TOK and the Diploma Programme subjects
should support each other in the sense that they
reference each other and share some common goals.
Students’ success in their IB subjects can be enhanced

through engagement with the skills taught in TOK.

The TOK course examines how we know what we

claim to know. It does this by encouraging students

to analyse knowledge claims and explore knowledge
questions. A knowledge claim is the assertion that “liwve
know X" or “I/we know how to Y”, or a statement about
knowledge; a knowledge question is an open question
about knowledge. There is also a significant focus on
the students as knowers, exploring how it is we can have

confidence in the things we claim to know.

This element provides an opportunity to take a more
in-depth look at two themes of particular interest to
teachers and students. The given themes all have a
significant impact on the world today and play a key role
in shaping people’s perspectives and identities. Teachers
select two optional themes from a choice of five:
knowledge and technology; knowledge and language;
knowledge and politics; knowledge and religion; and

knowledge and indigenous societies.

Areas of knowledge are specific branches of knowledge,
each of which can be seen to have a distinct nature

and different methods of gaining knowledge. TOK
distinguishes between five key areas of knowledge.
They are mathematics, the natural sciences, the human

sciences, the arts and history. Students must explore a

range of areas of knowledge, and it is suggested that

studying six of these eight would be appropriate.

In practice, this means questioning and analysing
different viewpoints and perspectives about the very
subjects and ideas we learn about every day in our IB

subjects:

Are basic ethical truths as certain as basic

mathematical truths?
What can biology tell us about emotions?
What could be meant by artistic truth?

How can we draw a clear line between fact and

interpretation in history?

There are two assessment tasks in the TOK course: an

essay and an exhibition.

The essay is externally assessed by the IB, and must be
on any one of the six prescribed titles issued by the IB for
each examination session. The maximum word limit for

the essay is 1,600 words.

The exhibition requires that students select and present
three objects, or images of objects, and write an
analytical accompanying written commentary on each
object. The commentary needs to link to object to one of

the thirty-five prompts provided by the IB.

You are awarded up to 3 points for TOK and Extended

Essay combined.

For further information, please contact:

MR DANIEL GAMWELL

Daniel.Gamwell@bisvietnam.com


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/core-tok-2022-en.pdf

Introduction The Extended Essay is an in-depth study

of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved
Diploma Programme subjects—normally one of the
student’s six chosen subjects for the IB Diploma. It is
intended to promote high-level research and writing
skills, intellectual discovery and reflection, providing
students with an opportunity to engage in personal
research in a topic of their own choice, under the
guidance of a supervisor (a teacher at BIS). This leads to a

major piece of formally presented, structured writing.

A piece of independent research on a topic chosen
by the student in cooperation with a supervisor in the

school;

The result of approximately 40 hours of work by the

student;

Presented as a formal piece of scholarship

containing no more than 4,000 words;
Compulsory for all Diploma Programme students;

Externally assessed and, in combination with the
grade for Theory of Knowledge, contributes up to

three points to the total score for the IB Diploma.

The Extended Essay has been identified as one of the
unique selling points of the IBDP by major universities,
often featuring in questions during the interview
process. Therefore, careful selection of the subject, topic
and research question is advised. Throughout Year 12,
students will receive guidance about academic honesty,
referencing, research skills and how to avoid plagiarism
as well as assistance in shaping their essay into an

academically sound body of work.

During the first term, Year 12 students will be introduced
to the general requirements of the Extended Essay. They
will also be given information about the specific subject
requirements and encouraged to select the subject and
topic that they would like to investigate further. Towards
the end of the first term, students will submit brief

topic and potential research proposals to two different
subjects which will outline their topic of study and

their initial research ideas. Based upon these proposals,
students will each be assigned a supervisor to support

them in their Extended Essay.

As the Extended Essay is an independent research
project, the supervisor’s role is not to teach the subject.
They will provide guidance and assistance where
necessary but the onus is firmly upon the student to
conduct their own research and arrive at their own
conclusions. Various levels of support are in place, for
example, research, reflection and referencing skills are
taught in the IB Core Programme. Lunchtime drop in
sessions and one-to-one support from Academic English
are both available throughout the EE process. The final
deadline for submission of the Extended Essay is in term

one of Year 13.

The Extended Essay is externally assessed against
general criteria, interpreted in ways appropriate to each

subject.


https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/extended-essay-brief-2016-en.pdf

Standard Level: Grade ‘5' in both Language (First or ESL)

and Literature at IGCSE or equivalent.

Higher Level: Grade 7' in both Language (First or ESL)

and Literature at IGCSE or equivalent.

Students who do not have the above will only be

accepted on to the course in exceptional circumstances.

Language A: language and literature is a popular course,
introduced into groups 1and 2 to provide greater
choice and with a particular focus on developing an
understanding of the constructed nature of meanings
generated by language. Students study a wide range
of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of media. By
examining communicative acts across literary form and
textual type alongside appropriate secondary readings,
students will investigate the nature of language itself
and the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by
identity and culture. Approaches to study in the course
are meant to be wide ranging and can include literary
theory, sociolinguistics, media studies and critical

discourse analysis among others.

The model for language A: language and literature is the
same at SL and HL but there are significant quantitative

and qualitative differences between the levels.

SL students are required to study four literary works
and a number of non-literary texts that is equivalent in
teaching and learning time, whereas HL students are

required to study six literary works and a number of non-

literary texts that is equivalent in teaching and learning

time.

In paper 1, both SL and HL students are presented with
two previously unseen non-literary extracts or texts from
different text types, each accompanied by a guiding
guestion. SL students are required to write a guided
analysis of one of these, while HL students must write

guided analyses of both non-literary extracts or texts.

In addition to these exams and the internal assessment
of an individual oral, HL students will have a fourth
assessment component, the higher level (HL) essay, a
written coursework task that requires students to explore
a line of inquiry in relation to a studied non-literary

text or texts, or a literary text or work. The outcome

of this exploration is a 1200-1500 word essay in which

HL students are expected to demonstrate a deeper
understanding of the nature of linguistic or literary study.

The distinction between SL and HL is summarized below.


https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf
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by authors on the Prescribed

reading list

Works originally written in the

language studied, by authors

on the Prescribed reading list

Individual Oral

ASSESSMENT WEIGHTINGS

LEVEL INTERNAL EXTERNAL

Study of a minimum of two
works

Study of a minimum of two

works

Study of two works freely
chosen

Two guided analyses of
previously unseen non-literary

extracts or texts

A 1200-1500 word essay exploring
a line of inquiry in connection

with a studied text or work

This component consists of an
individual oral that is internally
assessed by the teacher and
externally moderated by the IB
at the end of the course

40% (Individual Oral & Essay)

Works in translation written

Study of a minimum of one

work

Study of a minimum of one

work

Study of two works freely
chosen

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis

A guided analysis of a previously
unseen non-literary extract or
text from a choice of two

This component consists of an
individual oral that is internally
assessed by the teacher and

externally moderated by the IB

at the end of the course

60% (Paper1&2)



LANGUAGE A: LITERATURE (ENGLISH)

HL & SL

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Standard Level: Grade ‘5’ in both Language (First or ESL)

and Literature at IGCSE or equivalent.

Higher Level: Grade '7' in both Language (First or ESL)

and Literature at IGCSE or equivalent.

Students who do not have the above will only be

accepted on to the course in exceptional circumstances.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Language A: literature students will focus exclusively on
literary texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual
criticism. Students explore the nature of literature, the
aesthetic function of literary language and textuality, and

the relationship between literature and the world.

DISTINCTION BETWEEN SL AND HL

The model for language A: literature is the same at

SL and HL but there are significant quantitative and
qualitative differences between the levels. SL students
are required to study 9 works, while HL students are
required to study 13. In Paper 1, both SL and HL students
are presented with two previously unseen literary
extracts or texts from different literary forms, each
accompanied by a guiding question. SL students are
required to write a guided analysis of one of these, while
HL students must write guided analyses of both literary

extracts or texts.

In addition to these exams and the internal assessment
of an individual oral, HL students will have a fourth
assessment component, the Higher Level (HL) Essay, a
written coursework task that requires students to explore
a line of inquiry in relation to a studied literary text or
work. The outcome is an essay of 1,200-1,500 words

in which HL students are expected to demonstrate a
deeper understanding of the nature of literary study. The
distinction between SL and HL is summarized below.

Works in translation written
by authors on the Prescribed works

reading list

Works originally written in the
language studied, by authors works

on the Prescribed reading list

chosen

Study of a minimum of four

Study of a minimum of five

Study of four works freely

Study of a minimum of three

works

Study of a minimum of four

works

Study of two works freely

chosen

19
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Paper 1: Guided textual analysis

Paper 2: Comparative Essay

HL Essay

Two guided analyses of
previously unseen literary

extracts or texts. (40 marks)

The paper consists of four
general questions. In response
to one question, students write a
comparative essay based on two
works studied in the course. (30
marks)

A 1200-1500 word essay exploring
a line of inquiry in connection
with a studied literary text or

work.(20 marks)

A guided analysis of a previously
unseen literary extract or text

from a choice of two. (20 marks)

The paper consists of four
general questions. In response
to one gquestion, students write a
comparative essay based on two
works studied in the course. (30
marks)

The paper consists of four
general questions. In response
to one question, students write a
comparative essay based on two
works studied in the course. (30

marks)

Individual Oral

ASSESSMENT WEIGHTINGS

This component consists of an
individual oral that is internally
assessed by the teacher and
externally moderated by the
IB at the end of the course. (40

marks)

This component consists of an
individual oral that is internally
assessed by the teacher and
externally moderated by the
IB at the end of the course. (40

marks)

LEVEL INTERNAL EXTERNAL

40% (Individual Oral & Essay)

60% (Paper1&2)






The Literature and Performance course requires a real
interest in Drama or Theatre, but no previous formal
experience; IGCSE Drama experience would be useful

but is not essential.

For English the course requires a C pass in both
Language (First or ESL) and Literature at IGCSE or

equivalent.

This is the perfect course for students who wish to
maintain an arts subject when they do not have the
capacity within group 6 to take one. Having an Arts
subject as part of your IB studies demonstrates that
you are a rounded and flexible student who values all
areas of education. Taking this course will allow you to
demonstrate that you have confidence in performing
and speaking in front of others, as well as that you
have creativity and flexibility alongside the attributes
of a rigorous academic education. It is of course also a
fantastic course for those who love performance and

wish to develop their skills further.

The IB literature and Performance course allows
students to explore critically and imaginatively a
range of literary texts and performance possibilities
while developing their ability to articulate responses
to literature and performance in a variety of styles and

contexts.

Students learn a range of performance skills and

foster a personal and passionate engagement with
Literature and Performance. It also aims to broaden the
perspectives of students through the exploration of texts

from differing cultures, periods and genres

Critical study of Texts

Students study a range of literary texts and develop
the skills to identify meaning and make viable
interpretations. They do this through analysing the
literary features of text and practical experience of

writing and speaking appropriately about literature.

Exploration of the chosen approach to the text

Students explore texts in terms of their performance
potential working towards generating ideas for the
transformation of prose and poetry texts into dramatic
form. Students then work on the skills to both speak and

write appropriately about their ideas.
Realisation of texts in performance

Students develop skKills to prepare their own pieces and
scripted pieces for performance to an audience. They
will analyse and evaluate this performance through both

spoken and written assessments.
Texts

Students will study at least 5 literary texts. These will
include at least 1 play and 1 work in translation. These
texts will be taken from a range of cultures, and countries
of origin at least 3 will be written originally in the English

language.

Paper 1: Comparative Essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 35% -

External

Students will write a literary comparative essay on 2
works of literature that they have studied in the course.
The question is selected from a choice of 4. This is the
same paper that is sat as part of the English Literature

and Language course. (30 marks)

Written coursework: Major playwrights in

performance 25% - External

Students will write an essay of no more than 2,000 words
examining significant moments from a scene within a
play text. They will analyse how the dramatic features

of the text were staged through their own individual

performance choices.
Internal assessment (22 - 25 minutes) 40%

Part A - A10 minute performance of a non-dramatic
text that has been studied in class and the student has

transformed into a piece of theatre.

Part B - A12 - 15 minute oral examination where the
student discusses the process of transforming the

original text into performance.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/1_litperfsl.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/1_litperfsl.pdf

LANGUAGE A: LITERATURE (KOREAN) HL & SL

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Attendance to and completion of the BISHCMC bespoke
Korean pre-IBDP Study Sessions in Terms 1and 2 of Year
11, achieving an A or B grade based on the BIS system.
The Study Sessions will run on Monday and Friday in

Term 1, and Monday in Term 2.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Language A: literature Students will focus exclusively on
literary texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual
criticism. Students explore the nature of literature, the
aesthetic function of literary language and textuality, and

the relationship between literature and the world.

DISTINCTION BETWEEN SL AND HL

Distinction between SL and HL The model for language

A literature is the same at SL and HL but there are
significant quantitative and qualitative differences
between the levels. SL students are required to study

9 works, while HL students are required to study 13. In
paper 1, both SL and HL students are presented with two
previously unseen literary extracts or texts from different
literary forms, each accompanied by a guiding question.
SL students are required to write a guided analysis of one
of these, while HL students must write guided analyses

of both literary extracts or texts.

In addition, HL students will have a fourth assessment
component, the higher level (HL) essay, a written
coursework task that requires students to explore a line
of inquiry in relation to a studied literary text or work.
The outcome is an essay of 1,200-1,500 words in which
HL students are expected to demonstrate a deeper
understanding of the nature of literary study. The

distinction between SL and HL is summarized below.

Works in translation written
by authors on the Prescribed
reading list

HFR A 92 © | ofekol

Pt

Works originally written in the
language studied, by authors

on the Prescribed reading list

A Ol
HHE 4 218

=
i}

Free choice works

Total works studied 13

Study of a minimum of four works

- IE He w220 &2

Study of a minimum of three

works

TH ol

FtEFLHA

Study of a minimum of four

works
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Paper 1: Guided textual analysis A guided analysis of a previously Two guided analyses of

unseen literary extract or text previously unseen literary
from a choice of two extracts or texts
HL Essay A 1200-1500 word essay exploring
: " aline of inquiry in connection
© with a studied literary text or
- work
ASSESSMENT WEIGHTINGS
LEVEL INTERNAL EXTERNAL
©HL . 40% (Individual Oral & Essay) . 60% (Paper18.2) '
SL 30% (Individual Oral) 70% (Paper1&2)



LANGUAGE A: VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE

& LITERATURE HL & SL

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The reading demands of the course are high, and
students will also deepen their understanding of a wide
variety of concepts explore through literary and non-
literary texts in order to interpret, analyse, evaluate and
then commmunicate this understanding in clear, organised

and developed products.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, students study a wide range of literary

and non-literary texts in a variety of media. By examining
communicative acts across literary form and textual type
alongside appropriate secondary readings, students

will investigate the nature of language itself and the

ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity

and culture. Approaches to studying in the course are
meant to be wide-ranging and can include literary theory,
sociolinguistics, media studies, and critical discourse

analysis among others.

The distinction between SL and HL is summarised below:

Works in translation

Collection of short

Collection of short stories

Works originally written in the

language studied

Free choice works

Selection of non-literary
texts including diary, films,
interviews and humorous

magazines

stories written by Guy De

Maupassant

Novel : Goodbye Tsugumi by
Banana Yoshimoto

Novel: “DBdi mua gié¢” by
Nhat Linh & Khai Hung

Drama: “Hon Truong Ba Da

hang Thit" by Luu Quang V4

Poem collection by poet
Lam Thi My Da

Tan van Nang by Nguyen

Bao Trung

Nhat ky Dang Thuy Tram by
Vuong Tri Nhan

Kich ban phim “ Bao gid cho
dén thang 10” by Dang Nhat
Minh

Phdng Van Bui Vinh Phuc vé
tac phadm Trinh Céng Scn
Tudi tré cugi / tap chi phu nd
chl nhat

Du luan n quyén tai Hué by
Lai Nguyén An

written by Guy De Maupassant

Novel: “DBadi mua gié " by Nhat
Linh & Khai Hung

Poem collection by poet
Lam Thi My Da

Tan van Nang by Nguyen

Bao Trung

Nhat ky Dang Thuy Tram by
Vuong Tri Nhan

Kich ban phim “ Bao gi& cho
dén thang 10" by Dang Nhat
Minh

Phong Van Bui Vinh Phic vé
tdc pham Trinh Céng Son
Tudi tré cugdi/ tap chi phu nit
chd nhat

Du ludn nl quyén tai Hué by
Lai Nguyén An
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Paper 1: Guided textual analysis

Paper 2: Comparative essay

HL Essay

Individual Oral: 15 minutes

i

'

i
'

Two guided analysis of previously
unseen non- literary extracts or

texts

Paper 2 contains four questions
of general nature which require
students to write a comparative
essay referring to two works
studied during the course.
Students are required to answer

one question only

A 1200-1500-word essay exploring
a line of inquiry in connection
with a studied body of work or

work

Students are required to evaluate
one non-literary body of work
and one work studied in terms of
a global issue present in both of
them and analyse and evaluate
how their unique perspectives
are constructed by means of
authors’ choices. Students will
offer a prepared response of 10
minutes, followed by 5 minutes

of questions by the teacher

i
'

'

i
'

'
.
'
'

'

A guided analysis of a previously
unseen non- literary extract or

text from a choice of two

Paper 2 contains four questions
of general nature which require
students to write a comparative
essay referring to two works
studied during the course.
Students are required to answer

one question only

Students are required to
evaluate one non-literary body
of work and one work studied in
terms of a global issue present
in both of them and analyse
and evaluate how their unique
perspectives are constructed

by means of authors’ choices.
Students will offer a prepared
response of 10 minutes, followed
by 5 minutes of questions by the

teacher



Standard Level: ‘C’ pass at IGCSE in ESL (English as a

Second Language) or equivalent.

Higher Level: ‘B’ pass at IGCSE in ESL (English as a
Second Language) or equivalent. Previous study of

English Literature would also be an advantage.

International Baccalaureate Language B English is
primarily a course aimed at the continued acquisition
of English, through listening, speaking, reading and
writing activities for students with 4-5 years experience
at the higher level and 2-5 years at the Standard level.
The course will focus on material which stimulates their

knowledge through enjoyment and creativity.

The Language B English course will give students the
opportunity to reach a high degree of ability to handle
the language. Students will focus on the clear expression
and organization of their ideas with an understanding

of the cultural characteristics of moderately complex
written and spoken material. The course will assess

the individual's proficiency and ensure that they are
appropriately challenged with practical, social, expressive
and intellectual teacher/ student generated learning
situations. This course will also attempt to foster a

sense of cultural pluralism and world spirit through the
appreciation of a variety of texts and exercises. Language
B English will also attempt to exemplify the role of the
language in relation to other knowledge areas and
illustrate how cultures can shape and influence human

thinking.

The purpose of the study of the English language is to
help students with some previous experience to develop

their oral, written, reading and listening skills up to a

fairly sophisticated degree at the higher level. By the end
of the course, students should be able to understand
and use English in a range of contexts and for a range of

purposes.

Providing an Language B English student with

an appropriate degree of challenge is the primary
consideration for placement into either Language B SL
or Language B HL. If a student can already communicate
successfully in English language on a range of topics, in
a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts, then a DP
studies course in Language and Literature A must be

considered as the appropriate placement.

Students will be assessed both internally and externally.

At both Higher and Standard level, the internal
assessment represents 25% of the final mark. This is
comprised of one oral activity in the second year of the
course. HL students will be required to analyse an extract
from one of the literature texts studied, followed by a
discussion based on one or more of the themes explored
in the syllabus. SL students will be required to respond to

a picture prompt also based on one of the themes.

The external assessment consists of two papers at the
end of the course and represents the remaining 75%.
Paper 1is a writing task (25%) and Paper 2 comprises of

listening and reading comprehension (50%).

In order to prepare for the external and internal
assessments, students are given mock orals, exams and

assessments throughout the two-year cycle.

Students will be given access to a continued explanation
of the Assessment Criteria from the IB Language Course
Guide.


https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf

Standard Level: ‘B’ at IGCSE or equivalent.
Higher Level: ‘A* at IGCSE or equivalent.

If you do not hold one of these qualifications, this
course could still be suitable for you. We may ask you to

complete an entry test.

International Baccalaureate French B, Chinese B &
Spanish B is primarily a course aimed at the continued
acquisition of French, Chinese or Spanish, through
listening, speaking, reading and writing activities for
students with 4-5 years experience at Higher level and
3-5years at the Standard Level. The course will focus
on material which stimulates knowledge through

enjoyment and creativity.

The purpose of the study of the French B, Chinese B &
Spanish B course is to help students with some previous
experience to develop their oral and written skills up to

a fairly sophisticated degree. By the end of the course,
students should be able to understand and use French,
Chinese or Spanish in a range of contexts and for a range
of purposes. The Language B course will give students
the opportunity to reach a high degree of ability to

handle the language

Topics include:
Identities
Experiences
Human ingenuity
Social organisation

Sharing the planet

Students will be assessed both internally and externally.

At both Higher and Standard Level, the internal
assessment represents 25% of the final mark - this is
comprised of an end of course individual speaking
examination. The external examinations consist of
listening, reading and writing papers at the end of
the course (each worth 25%). HL papers are more

challenging than SL.

In order to prepare for the external and internal
assessments, students are given mock orals and
assessments throughout the course. Students will be
given the Assessment Criteria from the IB Language

Course Guide.

It is important to note that Higher Level includes

studying two literary works.



The course is designed for students who have never
previously studied the selected Modern Foreign
Language. It is a beginner’'s course and therefore
available at Standard Level only. There is a choice of

language - Mandarin, French and Spanish.

The course gives students the opportunity to develop
a variety of linguistic skills through specific language-
learning tasks, and also through topics on relevant
cultures around the world. The main focus is on
acquiring competency in the language for purposes

and situations used in everyday social interaction. This

means that grammar and vocabulary are practised while

learning about a previously unfamiliar culture.

to communicate information and basic ideas clearly

and effectively in a limited range of situations;

to express ideas with appropriate language and

register;

to understand and use accurately the essential
spoken and written forms of the language in a

limited range of situations;

to show an awareness of some elements of the

cultures in the language-speaking countries.

Topic Areas:
Identities
Experiences
Human ingenuity
Social organization

Sharing the planet

The students are assessed both internally and externally.

The external component represents 75% and is by means
of three individual papers at the end of the course

(Listening, Reading and Writing)

The internal assessment represents the further 25% and

is in the form of an individual oral assessment.

To prepare for the external and internal assessments,
students are given mock orals, as well as written

assessments during class time.






Students do not need to have studied Business Studies
at IGCSE to take this option at IB SL or HL.

Higher Level students who have taken IGCSE

Business:

B grade at IGCSE Business and a grade B or above in

English and Mathematics.

Higher Level students who have not taken IGCSE

Business:

Students are expected to have a B grade in both English

and Mathematics.

Standard Level students who have taken IGCSE

Business:

B grade at IGCSE Business and a grade B or above in

English and Mathematics.

Standard Level students who have not taken IGCSE

Business:

Students are expected to have a B grade in both English

and Mathematics.

The business management course is designed to meet
the current and future needs of students who want to
develop their knowledge of business content, concepts
and tools to assist with business decisionmaking.
Future employees, business leaders, entrepreneurs or
social entrepreneurs need to be confident, creative and
compassionate as change agents for business in an
increasingly interconnected global marketplace. The
business management course is designed to encourage

the development of these attributes.

There are 5 sections of study in the HL and SL core. They

are:

Topic 1: Business organization and environment
Topic 2. Human Resources

Topic 3: Accounts and Finance

Topic 4: Marketing

Topic 5: Operations Management

The entire course is underpinned by four key concepts:

Creativity, Change, Ethics and Sustainability

The HL course in Business and Management differs from

the SL course in terms of:

HL course covers extra depth and breadth through

additional and extension topics;
Examination duration and questions differ;

HL course has 6 lessons per week, whereas SL has 4

lessons.

There are two different methods used for assessing the

Business Management course.

External assessment at HL consists of 3 exam papers
which comprise 80% of the total grade. A research

project must also be completed which is worth 20%.

External assessment at SL consists of 2 exam papers
which comprise 75% of the total grade. A research

project must also be completed which is worth 20%.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/business-management-hl-subject-brief-en.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/business-management-sl-subject-brief-en.pdf

Students do not need to have studied Economics at
IGCSE to take this option at IB SL or HL.

Higher Level students who have taken IGCSE

Economics:

B grade at IGCSE Economics and a grade B or above in

English and Mathematics.

Higher Level students who have not taken IGCSE

Economics:

Students are expected to have a B grade in both English

and Mathematics.

Standard Level students who have taken IGCSE

Economics:

B grade at IGCSE Economics and a grade B or above in

English and Mathematics.

Standard Level students who have not taken IGCSE

Economics:

Students are expected to have a B grade in both English

and Mathematics.

Economics is a dynamic social science, forming part

of the study of individuals and societies. The study

of economics is essentially about how to improve

the welfare of individuals, from a local, national and
international perspective. It studies the respective

roles of markets and governments and considers the
advantages and disadvantages of living in a global
economy, particularly from the perspective of developing
countries. A truly fascinating subject, economics is at the
heart of all major decisions facing societies around the

world.

There are four sections of study for both the HL and SL

courses; they are:

Section 1: Introduction to Economics: A brief trip

through what economics is.

Section 2: Microeconomics: the study of markets
and the role played by consumers, producers and the

government.

Section 3: Macroeconomics: the examination of
economic growth, inflation, unemployment and income

distribution.

Section 4: The global economy: assesses the role of free
trade, trading blocs and the World Trade Organisation.
Analyses how countries can develop and the barriers

that hold back development.

The HL course in economics differs from the SL course in

economics in terms of:

HL course covers extra depth and breadth through

additional and extension topics
Examination duration and questions differ

HL course has 6 lessons per week, whereas SL has 4

lessons.

There are two different methods used for assessing
the economics course. The external assessment at HL
consists of three papers and accounts for 80% of the

total. At SL two papers account for 70% of the total.

HL and SL students must also produce a portfolio
comprising of their economic analysis of published

extracts from new media from around the world.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/hl-economics-en.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/sl-economics-en.pdf

GEOGRAPHY

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Higher Level: B grade at IGCSE or equivalent
Standard Level: C grade at IGCSE or equivalent.

Students with no background in Geography will only be accepted for this course in exceptional circumstances due to

the amount of required background knowledge.

Please speak to MR COWEN about this as soon as possible.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
“Geography is the study of earth as the home of people”. - Yi-Fu Tuan

The IB Geography course looks at how people and the physical environment interact in time and space, with a
focus on how people adapt and respond to change, relevant for today’'s changing society. The top universities see
Geography as a ‘facilitating subject’ due to the broad range of skills that the students learn. The Guardian Newspaper

(UK) considers Geography as a ‘must have subject’.

Students study a variety of themes throughout the two-year Geography course:

PART 1: GEOGRAPHIC THEMES (SL STUDY 2 / HL STUDY ALL 3)

Option A . Freshwater
Option B Oceans and coastal margins
Option F Food and health

PART 2: CORE - GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVES - GLOBAL CHANGE (SL & HL)

PART 3: HL CORE EXTENSION - GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVES - GLOBAL INTERACTIONS (HL Only)

All students will study a variety of geographical skills and techniques. These will be integrated at appropriate points in

the course.
ASSESSMENT
External Assessment

All students sit two common papers based on the core and optional themes studied. Higher Level students then sit

an additional extension, essay based, paper.
Internal Assessment

In addition to the course's exam requirements, all students must produce one piece of coursework based on data
collected during the annual IB Geography fieldtrip (attendance is mandatory). We have previously visited the island
of Con Dao and Vung Tau for our fieldwork where we will collect data on coastal processes and coastal management

strategies in order to complete the Internal Assessment.

For all students this is up to 2,500 words and is worth 25% at Standard Level and 20% at Higher Level.
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https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/geography-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
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HISTORY HL &SL

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Higher and Standard Level: ‘B’ at ICCSE History or ‘A’ in English First Language or Literature

NOTE: Students with no background in History may be accepted for this course. If you do not hold one of these

qualifications, we may ask you to complete a written entry test. Students who have not studied History previously will

have their English IGCSE grades scrutinised to check they are capable of writing essays to a suitable standard. Please

speak to MRS LOWRY in room 131 for more information as soon as possible.

PAPER 1 (1 HR)

SL and HL
Source based paper
Paper Weighting - SL 30% and HL 20%

Prescribed Subject 3:

The Move to Global War - Japanese Expansion in East
Asia (1931-1941) and German and Italian Expansion
(1933-1940)

The prescribed subject consists of two case studies,
each taken from a different region of the world.

Both of the case studies specified for the chosen
prescribed subject must be studied, but only one will

come up on the exam.

The paper will contain four sources. They will be a
mixture of primary and secondary sources, and may
be written, pictorial or diagrammatic. The paper will
consist of four questions for each prescribed subject,
and students must answer all four questions from
their chosen prescribed subject. Some questions

will be answered using only evidence from one or
more of the sources, as indicated. In other questions,
students will be asked to use their own knowledge of
the prescribed subject, as well as evidence contained

in the sources.

PAPER 2 (1 HOUR 30 MINUTES)

SL and HL

This is an analytical essay paper on World History.
Students must write two essays in the given time.
Essays must be from different topics and often
involve comparison of case studies in different parts
of the world.

Paper Weighting - SL 45% and HL 25%

World History Topics. Students will study:

Authoritarian States (20th Century) Hitler, Mao
and Stalin

and

One more topic from the following list: The Cold
War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th
century) or Causes and Effects of 20th Century
Wars or Emergence and Development of
Democratic States (1848-2000)


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/history-hl-2020-eng.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/history-sl-2020-eng.pdf

PAPER 3 (2 HOURS 30 MINUTES)

HL only
This is an analytical essay paper. Students must write  This will likely cover 3 units from the list below:
three essays in the given time. Essays can be from

The People’s Republic of China (1949-2005)
any topic on the paper.

Paper Weighting - HL 35% - China and Korea (1910-1950)
Japan (1912-1990)

From 2021-23 We will follow History of Asia and . Impact of the Second World War in South-East
Oceania for HL. There are many topics available. Asia

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

SL and HL explanations of the Cuban Missile Crisis changed
Historical Investigation (20 hours) since 19627
SL weighting 25% The Internal Assessment enables students to

HL weighting 20% demonstrate the application of skills and knowledge,
(]
without the time limitations and other constraints

In addition to the course’s exam requirements, all that are associated with written examinations.
students must produce an investigation of 2200 The free choice of topic means that the historical
words on a topic of their choice. This will be based on investigation provides a particularly good

the analysis of two sources selected by the student, opportunity for students to engage with topics that
an essay answering their question, and a reflection are of personal interest, or topics related to their own
section. An example question is: How and why have local or national history.
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There is no requirement for students to have studied ICT
at IGCSE level. Students who have taken IGCSE ICT are
expected to have achieved at least a C grade. All students
should have a C grade at IGCSE English Language or

equivalent.

Topic 1: What is digital society?

Topic 2: Concepts
21Change

2.2 Expression

2.3 ldentity

2.4 Power

2.5 Space

2.6 Systems

2.7 Values and ethics

Topic 3: Content

31 Data

3.2 Algorithms

3.3 Computers

3.4 Networks and the internet
3.5 Media

3.6 Artificial intelligence

3.7 Robots and autonomous technologies

Topic 4: Contexts
4.1 Cultural

4.2 Economic

4.3 Environmental
4.4 Health

4.5 Human knowledge

4.6 Political

4.7 Social

An inquiry project into impacts and implications of
digital systems for people and commmunities. The

requirements are common to both SL and HL students

5.1 Global well-being
5.2 Governance and human rights

5.3 Sustainable development

SL paper 1 Questions that address the commmon SL and
HL syllabus and real-world examples in an integrated

way.

HL paper 1 Questions that address the coommon SL and
HL syllabus and real-world examples, as well as the HL

extension, in an integrated way.

SL and HL paper 2 Source-based questions that address
the commmon SL and HL syllabus in an integrated way.
Sources may include text, audio, visuals, data, diagrams

and/or infographics.

HL paper 3 Questions that address an intervention
related to an HL extension challenge topic. A brief
statement indicating the real-world nature of a selected
challenge topic will be released four months prior to the
examination. Students will be required to evaluate an

intervention and recommend steps for future action.

Inquiry project (internal assessment) An internally
assessment inquiry project is common to SL and HL
students. Students conduct an inquiry into impacts

and implications of digital systems for people and
communities. The submission requirements for the
project include an inquiry process document, a recorded

multimedia presentation and a list of references.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/digital-society-subject-brief-en.pdf

Higher Level: 5 A* - C IGCSE including C grade in
Mathematics and Science, a B grade or higher in English,

or an A grade or higher in English Second Language.

Standard Level: 5 A* - C IGCSE including a C grade
or higher in English, or a B grade or higher in English

Second Language.

No prior knowledge/study of Psychology is expected
or required. The skills and knowledge needed will be
developed throughout the course. A grade C or above in

Science (Biology) is also highly recommended.

Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour
and mental processes. It is a complex subject which
draws on concepts, methods and understandings from
a number of different disciplines. The study of behaviour
and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary
approach and the use of a variety of research methods
while recognizing that human behaviour evolves over
time, it is adaptive, and as the world, societies and
challenges facing individuals change, so does human

behaviour.

At the core of IB Psychology is an introduction to the
biological, cognitive and sociocultural approaches to
understanding behaviour. The knowledge, concepts,
theories and research that have developed the
understanding in these fields will be studied and
critically evaluated to answer some of the questions
being asked by psychologists today. Furthermore, the
interaction of these approaches will form the basis of an
integrated approach to understanding mental processes
and behaviour, allowing students to appreciate the
diversity, as well as the commonality, between their own

behaviour and that of others.

develop an understanding of the biological,

cognitive and sociocultural influences on human

behaviour and mental processes;

apply and understanding of these influences
affecting behaviour and mental processes to at least

one applied area of study;

understand the importance of ethical issues and

ensure that ethical standards are upheld in research
understand diverse methods of inquiry;

develop an awareness of how psychological research
can be applied to address real world problems and

promote positive change.

All students (HL and SL) are required to complete a
simple experimental study and produce a report of their
study. This involves manipulating a single independent
variable and measuring the effect of this manipulation
on a dependent variable. Students will also use statistics
to analyse their results and test for significance.
Common choices for experiments include memory and

perception tests.

All students (HL and SL) will complete Paper 1, which
focuses on the three core approaches to understanding
behaviour. A combination of short answer questions and

essay writing will be used to assess.

In Paper 2 SL students will study one option (Abnormal
Psychology or Human Relationships), and HL students
will study both options (Abnormal and Human

Relationships). Essay writing will be used to assess.

HL students will also complete Paper 3, which assesses
understanding and discussion of approaches to

researching human behaviour. A combination of short
answer questions and extended responses will be used

to assess.

The course at a glance:


https://ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/psychology-sl-hl-2019-en.pdf

HL STUDENTS

PAPER/CONTENT WEIGHTING

External assessment- Paper 1: Core (2 hours)
Biological approach
Cognitive approach

Sociocultural approach

External assessment- Paper 2: Options (2 hours)
Abnormal Psychology

Human Relationships

External assessment- Paper Three: approaches to researching

behaviour (1 hour)

Qualitative research in psychology

Internal assessment: Experimental study
Introduction to experimental research

Carrying out your own research

SL STUDENTS

40%

PAPER/CONTENT WEIGHTING

External assessment- Paper One: Core (2 hours)
Biological approach
Cognitive approach

Sociocultural approach

External assessment- Paper Two: Options (1 hour)

Human Relationships

Internal assessment: Experimental study
Introduction to experimental research

Carrying out your own research
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Standard Level: B grade in IGCSE Separates Biology or B grade in IGCSE Co-ordinated Science or equivalent.

Higher Level: Students who achieve either an A* grade at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science or a minimum of an A grade
at IGCSE Biology will be best equipped to tackle the challenges of the HL Biology course. Students who achieve an A
grade at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science will be considered on a case-by-case basis. All students should have a C grade
at IGCSE English Language or equivalent and B grade in Mathematics at IGCSE or equivalent. Students with no

background in Biology will only be accepted for this course in exceptional circumstances.

Biology is the study of living organisms, applying the techniques and approaches of the experimental sciences. It
allows students to engage with a range of topical medical and research ideas. This study is undertaken at a variety

of levels from the molecular to that of the biosphere, each with its own distinctive approaches and methods. By the
end of the course the student should have developed an appreciation of the interactions between these levels, and of

organisms as functioning entities within the biosphere.

The design of the International Baccalaureate Biology programme seeks to incorporate recent scientific thinking

in many countries. At BIS this will include framing specific examples within a global and cultural context using
international science journals and news. Through studying the biology programme students will develop their ability
to analyse and evaluate scientific information, as well as developing their experimental, investigative and practical

skills.

The programme will provide a broad understanding of core concepts in Biology to prepare students for the IB
examinations. Topics include statistical analysis, cells, molecular biology, human health and physiology, ecology and
evolution and genetics. Higher Level students explore these topics in greater detail, preparing them for successful

academic careers in science at university level.

Assessment for IB grades is based on a combination of internal and external examinations:


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_biology_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf

HL STUDENTS

COMPONENT OVERALL WEIGHTING | DURATION (HOURS) FORMAT & SYLLABUS COVERAGE

Paper 1 20% 3 40 multiple-choice questions on core and
. higher level syllabus content
Paper 2 36% 2Y% 72 marks on core and higher level syllabus
: : . content.
Section A:1data based question and
several short answer questions.
Section B: 2 (out of a choice of 3) extended
response questions.

Paper 3 24% 1Ya Section A: short-answer questions based
on experimental skills and techniques,
Section B: questions from one option.

Internal 20% 10 Student led independent research project

Assessment
SL STUDENTS
COMPONENT OVERALL WEIGHTING | DURATION (HOURS) FORMAT & SYLLABUS COVERAGE
Paper 1 20% A 40 multiple-choice questions on core level
. syllabus content.

Paper 2 40% 1Ya 72 marks on core level syllabus content.
Section A:1data based question and
several short answer questions.

Section B: 1 (out of a choice of 2) extended
response questions.

Paper 3 20% 1 Section A: short-answer questions based
on experimental skills and techniques,
Section B: questions from one option.

Internal 20% 10 Student led independent research project

Assessment




Standard Level: B grade in IGCSE Co-ordinated Science or B grade in IGCSE Separate Chemistry. B grade in

Mathematics at IGCSE or equivalent is recommended.

Higher Level: Students who achieve either an A* grade at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science or a minimum of an A grade at
IGCSE Chemistry will be best equipped to tackle the challenges of the HL Chemistry course. Students who achieve
an A grade at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science will be considered on a case-by-case basis. An A* grade in Mathematics

is recommmended for all students. Students with no background in Chemistry will only be accepted for this course in

exceptional circumstances.

Chemical principles underpin the physical environment in which we live and all biological systems. The unifying
principles of Chemistry are developed in a logical way, with laboratory investigations providing a basis for this
development. In this programme great emphasis will be placed on experimentation and observation to enhance and

develop experimental and practical skills.

The programme will provide a broad understanding of core concepts in Chemistry to prepare students for the IB
examinations and for successful academic careers in science at university level. Through studying the Chemistry

programme, students will also develop their ability to analyse and evaluate scientific knowledge.

Grades for IB candidates will be determined by internal school assessment and external evaluation by the IB
organization. The external exams consist of 3 papers, occupying a total of 3 hours at Standard Level and 4.5 hours at

Higher Level.

Internal assessment, accounting for 20%, will be in the form of experimental work. It is based on a practical
investigation that is researched, carried out and recorded by the students. This is evaluated using a set of standards

devised by the IB organization.

Ongoing assessment will be completed in the form of synoptic tests, cooperative learning exercises, assignments,

homework, practical based tasks and experiments.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_chemistry_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf

There is no requirement for students to have studied
Computer Science at IGCSE level for SL. However is it

is advisable to have taken IGCSE ComputerScience as
there lot of the content at IGCSE CS, will be covered in
IB. For HL students must have studied IGCSE CS and
achieved at least an A grade. All students should have a
C grade at IGCSE English Language or equivalent, and a

B grade at IGCSE Mathematics is recommended.

Computer Science requires an understanding of the
fundamental concepts of computational thinking as
well as knowledge of how computers and other digital
devices operate. Computational thinking involves the

ability to:

think procedurally, logically, concurrently, abstractly,

recursively and think ahead;

utilize an experimental and inquiry-based approach

to problem-solving;
develop algorithms and express them clearly;

appreciate how theoretical and practical limitations
affect the extent to which problems can be solved

computationally.

The topics that must be studied, including some

practical work, are:
«  Topic 1: System fundamentals

- Systems in organizations, System design basics

+  Topic 2: Computer organization

- Computer architecture, Secondary Memory,
Operating systems and application systems, Binary

representation, Simple logic gates
+  Topic 3: Networks

Network fundamentals, Data transmission, Wireless

Networking,

«  Topic 4: Computational thinking, problem-solving

and programming

- Thinking procedurally, logically, ahead, concurrently,

abstractly

- Algorithms, Pseudocode, Nature of programming
languages, Use of programming languages, Sub-

programmes, Arrays

Topic 5: Abstract Data Structures

- Thinking recursively, abstract data structures, linked

lists, trees, applications
Topic 6: Resource management

- System Resources, Role of the operating system
Topic 7: Control

- Centralized and Distributed control systems.

Students study one of the following options:
Option A: Databases

Option B: Modelling and simulation


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/university-admission/pdfs/dp_comps_subject-brief_may_2022_e.pdf
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Option C: Web science

Option D: Object-oriented programming (OOP)

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

Students at Standard Level undertake the practical

the final grade. It is internally assessed by the teacher

course

and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the

Students develop a computational solution and must

application of skills through the development of a

computational product and associated documentation.
This component counts for 30% for SL and 20% for HL of

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

COMPONENT STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper1

Paper 2

Paper 3

45% -1% hours

Section A (30 minutes approximately)
consists of several compulsory short
answer gquestions. The maximum mark for

this section is 25.

Section B (60 minutes approximately)
consists of three compulsory structured
questions. The maximum mark for this

section is 45.

25% - 1 hour

Paper 2 is an examination paper linked
to the option studied. The paper consists
of between two and five compulsory
questions. The maximum mark for this

section is 45.

N/A

produce:

a cover page that follows the prescribed format
a product

supporting documentation (word limit 2,000 words).

40% - 2 hours 10 minutes

Section A (30 minutes approximately)
consists of several compulsory short
answer questions. The maximum mark for

this section is 25.

Section B (100 minutes approximately)
consists of five compulsory structured
questions. The maximum mark for this

section is 75.

Paper 2 -1 hour 20 minutes

Paper 2 is an examination paper linked to

the option studied.

The paper consists of between three and

seven compulsory questions.

The SL/HL core questions are common and
worth 45 marks, HL extension is worth 20

marks.

Paper 3-1 hour

Paper 3 is an examination paper of 1 hour
consisting of four compulsory questions
based on a pre-seen case study, this is out
of 30 marks.



DESIGN TECHNOLOGY HL & SL

Design is the link between innovation and creativity; it

is human-centred and focuses on the needs, wants and
limitations of the end user. Design is multidisciplinary
and draws fromm many areas including the business and
social sciences, mathematics and arts. At its core, Design
and Technology looks at real-life user issues and creating

innovative solutions to design problems.

Diploma Programme Design Technology aims to
develop internationally minded people whose enhanced
understanding of design and the technological world
can facilitate our shared guardianship of the planet

and create a better world. It focuses on analysis, design

development, synthesis and evaluation.

SYLLABUS COMPONENT

Core

1. Human factors and ergonomics

2. Resource management and sustainable production
3. Modelling

4. Raw material to final product

5. Innovation and design

6. Classic design

Additional higher level (AHL)
7. User-centred design (UCD)
8. Sustainability

9. Innovation and markets

10. Commercial production

Practical work
Design project
Group 4 project

Teacher-directed activities

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

For students wishing to study Design Technology at
Diploma level, it would be expected that you will have
studied IGCSE Design and Technology, and you will have
achieved an A or B grade. This would offer candidates a

strong foundation for the Diploma course at SL and HL.

IB COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW

Design Technology students at SL are required to spend
60 hours, and students at HL 96 hours, on practical
design briefs or investigative work. This includes 40
hours on the Design Project at SL and 60 hours on the
Design Project at HL. This also includes 10 hours for the

Group 4 project for both SL and HL.

TEACHING HOURS

...............................................................................................................................................................

20
12
22
12
23
13
8
54
12
14
13
15
60 %
40 60
10 10
10 . 26
15 ' 24

45


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/designtechhl2016englishw.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/designtechsl2016englishw.pdf

Through studying Design Technology, students should
become aware of how designers work and commmunicate
with each other. While the design methodology may
take on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on

a rigorous and creative approach to the design and
manufacture of products, systems and environments

that characterises this subject.

The aims enable students, through the overarching

theme of the nature of design, to develop:

a sense of curiosity as they acquire the skills
necessary for independent and lifelong learning and
action through inquiry into the technological world

around them;

an ability to explore concepts, ideas and issues with
personal, local and global significance to acquire in-
depth knowledge and understanding of design and
technology;

initiative in applying thinking skills critically and
creatively to identify and resolve complex social and
technological problems through reasoned ethical

decision-making;

an ability to understand and express ideas
confidently and creatively using a variety of
communication techniques through collaboration

with others;

a propensity to act with integrity and honesty, and
take responsibility for their own actions in designing

technological solutions to problems;

an understanding and appreciation of cultures in
terms of global technological development, seeking

and evaluating a range of perspectives;

a willingness to approach unfamiliar situations in an
informed manner and explore new roles, ideas and

strategies;

an understanding of the contribution of Design and
Technology to the promotion of intellectual physical
and emotional balance and the achievement of

social well-being;

empathy, compassion and respect for the needs
and feelings of others in order to make a positive
difference to the lives of others and to the

environment;

skills that enable them to reflect on the impacts
of Design and Technology on society and the

environment.



The World Economic Forum identifies critical thinking, complex problem solving, systems analysis and evaluation,
as essential skills wanted in the future workforce (2018). As green industries expand, Environmental Systems and

Societies will equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to be part of a sustainable global future.

Students need at least 5 A*f - C IGCSE including a C grade or higher in English First Language, or a B or higher in
English Second Language. It is highly recommended that students have at least a grade B in Science (Biology/

Chemistry) and/or Geography.

IB Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS) is firmly grounded in both the pure and human scientific
understanding of current environmental issues around the world. Students will develop a holistic approach to
complex environmental issues and interactions between global environmental systems and modern society. You
will consider the costs and the benefits of human activities, to the environment and to wider society helping you to

develop informed personal viewpoints.

pTMOSPHERE

ENVIRONMENTAL
SYSTEMS &
SOCIETIES

TUMaN (MPACT®



https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/environmental-systems-societies-sl-en.pdf

Ecosystems & Biodiversity & Water & Aquatic
Foundations of ESS

Ecology Conservation Food Production
Soil Systems & Atmospheric
Terrestrial Food Systems & Climate Change & Human Systems &
Production Societies Energy Production Resource Use

The interdisciplinary nature of the course develops a broad skill set, including research and investigations,
participation in philosophical discussion and problem-solving. Due to its interdisciplinary nature, students can

study ESS in either group 3 or group 4. If students choose the latter option, this leaves the opportunity to study an
additional subject from any other group, including an additional group 3 or group 4 subject. For further details please
speak to MS HESKETH.

External Assessment

Students will sit two examination papers based on the topics studied and apply their knowledge to different case

studies.

Internal Assessment

All students must produce one individual investigation based on data collected during the annual 3 day ESS fieldtrip
(attendance is mandatory). to Mui Ne where the opportunity to design investigations and collect data in a variety of
different environments will be offered in order to complete the Internal Assessment. The Internal Assessment is 2,250

words and is worth 25% of the overall grade.






All requirements are listed in terms of IGCSE grades, but

equivalent qualifications will be accepted

All students should have a C grade or higher at IGCSE
English Language

Standard Level: IGCSE Physics - B or IGCSE Coordinated
Science and IGCSE Maths - B

Higher Level: Students who achieve either an A* grade
at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science or a minimum of an A
grade at IGCSE Physics will be best equipped to tackle
the challenges of the HL Physics course. Students who
achieve an A grade at IGCSE Co-ordinated Science will
be considered on a case-by-case basis. An A* grade in
Mathematics is recommended for all students. Students
with no background in Physics will only be accepted for

this course in exceptional circumstances.

Physics is a subject concerned with exploring the most
fundamental of natural phenomena. It seeks to explain
the universe itself from the very smallest subatomic
particles to the vast distances between galaxies. It is
important for students to be aware of the key ideas

in Physics, to make informed decisions regarding

their place in an increasingly complex environment.
Professionally, Physics is essential for those whose
vocational ambitions are in the fields of engineering,
communication, mining, medicine, architecture and

related disciplines.

In the IB Physics course, all students will study topics
including: mechanics; thermal physics; waves; electricity
and magnetism; circular motion and gravitation; atomic,
nuclear and particle physics and energy production.
Higher Level students will also study quantum

and nuclear physics, wave phenomena, fields and
electromagnetic induction. The current option topic

studied is astrophysics.

Grades for IB candidates will be determined by internal
school assessment and external evaluation by the IB
organisation. The external exams consist of 3 papers,
occupying a total of 3 hours at Standard Level and 4.5

hours at Higher Level.

The Internal assessment, accounting for 20% of the
overall grade, will be in the form of an individual
investigation. This is evaluated using a set of standards

devised by the IB organisation.

Ongoing assessment will be completed in the form
of: unit tests, quizzes, cooperative learning exercises,

assignments, homework and experiments.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_physics_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf

SPORTS, EXERCISE & HEALTH SCIENCE
HL & SL

MINIMUM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Standard and Higher Level: B grade at IGCSE PE and/or Science.

It is an expectation that you have completed the IGCSE Sports Science course and have an interest in Sport. Students
with no background in Physical Education/Sports Science must have strong science GCSE grades and an interest in

sport and exercise.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course takes the human parts of Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology and Sociology syllabuses and
applies them to a sporting context. Students will learn how all the systems of the body work together to produce the
movements required in our favourite sports, whilst discovering how the brain interprets and processes information
to initiate these skills. Finally students will look at sport in the wider context of the world and discuss the impacts of

nutrition, training, technology, drugs and genetics on sport.

This is a comprehensive and interesting course for anyone pursuing a Sports Science, Sports Psychology or

Physiology based degree at University.

STANDARD & HIGHER LEVEL UNITS ADDITIONAL HIGHER LEVEL UNITS

Core Subjects:

Anatomy

Exercise & Physiology

Energy Systems Further Anatomy
Movement Analysis :

Skill in Sport The Endocrine System
Measurement and evaluation of Human Fatigue

Performance '

Friction and Drag

. . Skill Acquisiti d Analysi
Optional Units (two from): i AcqUISItion and Analysis

L . . Genetics and Athletic Performance
Optimizing physiological performance

Exercise and Immunit;
Psychology of sport Y
Physical activity and health

Nutrition for sport, exercise and health
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ASSESSMENT

External

The external assessment for Sports, Exercise and Health Science consists of three written papers taken in year 2 of the

course.

EXAM PAPER STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper 1 (20% of final mark) 45 minutes

Core — multiple choice

Paper 2 (35% of final mark) 1 hour 15 minutes
Core — data analysis and

short answer questions

1 hour

Core - multiple choice

2 hours 15 minutes
Core — data analysis and short

answer questions

Paper 2 (35% of final mark) 1 hour
:' Options —short answer

questions

1 hour 15 minutes
Options - short answer

questions

Internal

Internal assessment (20% of final mark)

One piece of extended internal investigation. This takes the form of a research question, experiment and analysis of a

topic of the students choice.



DP Mathematics focuses on developing the skills of
analysis, abstraction and generalisation, risk awareness
and statistical literacy, algorithmic thinking, modelling

and inquiry.

The Analysis and Applications courses will be of

the same standard mathematically, and hence the
requirements for HL will be the same whichever is
chosen. Students who achieve an A* grade at IGCSE will
be best equipped to tackle the challenges of the HL
Mathematics course. Students who achieve an A grade
at IGCSE will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Both
HL courses will be demanding, requiring students to
study a broad range of mathematical topics through a
number of different approaches and to varying degrees
of depth. Students wishing to study HL mathematics will
benefit from knowledge of the material covered on the

Additional Mathematics IGCSE course.

There are two Mathematics subjects/routes: each is
offered at Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL).

Students will choose one, and only one, of these courses:

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches is offered at
both SL and HL. It is designed for students who enjoy
developing their mathematics to become fluent

in the construction of mathematical arguments

and develop strong skills in mathematical thinking.
They will explore real and abstract applications,
sometimes with technology, and will enjoy the thrill

of mathematical problem solving and generalization.

The IB suggest that Mathematics: Analysis and
Approaches is intended for students who wish to
pursue studies in mathematics at university or
subjects that have a large mathematical content; it

is for students who enjoy developing mathematical

arguments, problem solving and exploring real and

abstract applications, with and without technology.

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation

is offered at both SL and HL for students who

are interested in developing their mathematics

for describing our world, modelling and solving
practical problems using the power of technology.
Students who take Mathematics: Applications and
Interpretation will be those who enjoy mathematics

best when seen in a practical context.

The IB suggest that Mathematics: Applications and
Interpretation is designed for students who enjoy
describing the real world and solving practical
problems using mathematics; those who are
interested in harnessing the power of technology
alongside exploring mathematical models and enjoy

the more practical side of mathematics.

There is a substantial amount of content that is the same
across both courses and levels, which will mainly be
covered at the start of the programme of study. In both
courses, the SL content is a subset of the HL content;
everything taught in the SL course is also taught in

the HL course, although at a deeper level. There are no

optional topics in either of the courses.

The internally assessed component, the exploration,
offers students the opportunity to develop
independence in their mathematical learning. Students
are encouraged to take a considered approach to
various mathematical activities and to explore different
mathematical ideas. The exploration also allows students
to work without the time constraints of a written
examination and to develop the skills they need for

communicating mathematical ideas.






IB Music, both at HL and SL, is designed for students that
have a background in performing or composing. An IB
Music student should be enthusiastic about listening

to a wide range of musical styles and genres, and enjoy
playing in a range of musical ensembles. Throughout
the course, students are encouraged to explore music

in varied and unfamiliar contexts. The assessment is all

based on coursework.

The aims of the IB Music programme are to allow the

students to develop:
deep listening skills
performance proficiency
compositional craft
the ability to discuss music critically
the ability to justify creative choices

the capacity for entrepreneurship in the musical

world

Students get to study a wide variety of music through

the roles of:
researcher
creator

performer

Through these roles, the students are able to inquire,
create, perform and reflect on the course'’s three musical

processes:

Exploring music in context - an opportunity to study and

investigate a diverse range of music.

Experimenting with music - an opportunity to
experiment with musical materials, musical findings,

musical decisions and musical skills.

Presenting music - an opportunity to present a series

of pieces of music they have prepared as researchers,

performers and creators.

Students study a wide variety of music under 4 Areas of

Inquiry:
1. Music for sociocultural and political expression

Examples may include protest songs, liturgical music,

national anthems
2. Music for listening and performance

Examples may include chamber music of the Western

art tradition, cool jazz, experimental music

3. Music for dramatic impact, movement and

entertainment

Examples may include music for film, ballet or musical

theatre
4. Music technology in the electronic and digital age

Examples may include electronic dance music,

technology in popular music production

HL students also plan and create a collaborative

music project that is inspired by real-life practices in
contemporary music-making. This project allows the
students to develop, realise and share artistic intentions

through a practical music project.

To take IB Music, there is no need for formal music
qualifications, though IGCSE Music or ABRSM grades
will be an advantage. An IB music student will have a

passion for playing, creating and listening to music.

Involvement in at least ONE of our extensive co-
curricular activities is mandatory. This assists our IB
musicians with valuable ensemble and musical skills

outside of the classroom environment.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/dp-subject-brief-music-2020-en.pdf

practical research and exploration. Students research

. . . and physically explore world theatre traditions,
The Theatre course requires a real interest in Drama or

. . . performance conventions and performance material
Theatre, but no previous formal experience; previous

. . . to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of
IGCSE experience would be useful but is not essential.

. . the traditions through the body and/or voice.
The course allows students to follow their theatrical 9 Y

interests and passions so a strong independent work
ethic and a willingness to have their imaginations and

«  Collaboratively creating original theatre
creativity stimulated and challenged are essential.

This area of the course explores the collaborative
development and performance of original theatre
as part of an ensemble. Students formulate their
own ideas and intentions for theatre-making and

The IB Theatre course teaches students how to follow

. . . . . examine how these can be effectively realised
their own interests in a productive and academic way

through research and exploration. It builds confidence, through the collaborative creation of original

presentation and performance skills, and instils a love performance work inspired by a starting point.
of and respect for Theatre and culture throughout the

world. .
. Performing theatre theory (HL only)

IB Theatre is not just for those students who want to

In this area of the course, students explore aspects

pursue a life in the arts, it is for students who want to ) .

of theatre theory and the ways in which theory can
be able to adapt to different situations, present with .

inform performance. Students research at least

confidence and flair, and develop strong academic o . .
one theatre theorist, identify an aspect of their

research skills.
theory and apply this to create and present theatre
Theatre is an accessible, interesting and challenging work that demonstrates this aspect of theory in
IB Arts option, all students should try and enrich performance.
themselves in the arts in some way. As Sir Winston
Churchill said when he was asked to cut the arts budget

as part of the war effort ‘Then what are we fighting for?’

Production Proposal (SL 30%, HL 20%) Students select a

play that they have not previously studied and develop a

vision for the design and theoretical staging of the entire
. Staging play texts play. The students submit a proposal of no more than 12

This area of the course loos at how we transform Pages/4000 words, along with a list of sources used.

scripts into performances on the stage. Students Research Presentation (SL 30%, HL 20%) Students plan
examine how playwrights present their ideas in and deliver a presentation (maximum 15 minutes) in
scripts and the ways in which performance and which they outline and physically demonstrate their
production elements can bring these ideas to life. research into a convention of a theatre tradition that

they have not previously studied. The students must
submit a video recording of their presentation and a list

«  Exploring world theatre traditions of resources used.

This area of the course looks at the exploration of Collaborative project (SL 40% HL 25%) Students
world theatre traditions through academic and



collaboratively create and present an original piece of
theatre (lasting 7-10 minutes) for and to a specified target
audience, created from a starting point of their choice.
Students submit a recording of the performance and a
project report of no more than (10 pages/4000 words)

alson with a list of all sources used.

Solo Theatre Piece (HL only 35%) Students research a
theatre theorist they have not previously studied, identify
an aspect of their theory and create and present a solo
theatre piece (4-7 minutes) based on their research.
Students submit a report (2,500 words maximum) A
recording of the performance, and a list of all sources

used.

The aims of the theatre course at HL and SL are to enable

students to:

experience and participate in a wide and varied
range of theatre activities and develop proficiency in

more than one area of theatre technique

become familiar with forms of theatre from their

own and different cultures

explore different theatre traditions in their historical

contexts

develop academic skills appropriate for the study

and understanding of theatre

become reflective and critical practitioners in

theatre

develop the confidence to explore, to experiment
and to work individually and collaboratively

on innovative projects, which should involve
challenging established notions and conventions of

theatre

understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving
nature of theatre and the interdependencies of all

aspects of this art form.

Having followed the theatre course at HL or SL, students

will be expected to:

demonstrate a theoretical and practical knowledge

of theatrical traditions fromn more than one culture

demonstrate an understanding of production

elements and theatre practices
evaluate critically a range of diverse performances

engage practically in creating and presenting
performances, which will include a basic level of

technical proficiency

reflect on their own development in theatre through

continual self-evaluation and recording
acquire appropriate research skills and apply them

demonstrate an ability to interpret playtexts and
other types of performance texts analytically and

imaginatively

demonstrate initiative and perseverance in both

individual and group projects.

In addition, students at HL will be expected to:

evaluate the relevance of selected research sources

to personal practice

demonstrate an understanding of the complex
processes of performance, from its initial conception

to the impact the final result leaves on spectators.



You should consider Visual Arts only if you have been predicted an A or B grade in Art at IGCSE. Candidates with a
predicted C grade should discuss the matter further with their Art teacher. If you haven't studied Art before, you can
still opt to take IB Visual Arts, but you will need to show the Art Department proof of extra-curricular work you have

created outside of school. This may be a sketchbook or a portfolio of other art making forms.

The IB Diploma Programme Visual Arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural
expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in problem-
solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition
to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected to
engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. The course
is designed for students who want to go on to study any apsect of Art and Design in higher education and hope

to pursue a career in the Creative industries.This includes Architecture.Of course it is also for those who are seeking

lifelong enrichment through visual arts.

Supporting the International Baccalaureate mission statement and learner profile, the course encourages students
to actively explore the visual arts within and across a variety of local, regional, national, international and intercultural
contexts. Through inquiry, investigation, reflection and creative application, Visual Arts students develop an
appreciation for the expressive and aesthetic diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed

makers and consumers of visual culture.

At the end of the course the following three components are assessed:

Comparative Study 10-15 13-20 20%
Students analyse and compare different artworks by different screens screens
artists. This independent critical and contextual investigation

explores artworks, objects and artifacts from differing cultural

contexts
Process Portfolio 9-18 13-25 40%
Students create visual journals from which they submit carefully screens screens

selected materials that evidence their experimentation,
exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual

arts activities during the two-year course.

Exhibition 4-7 8-1 40%
Students submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks pieces pieces

from their exhibition.The selected pieces should show evidence

of their technical accomplishment during the visual arts course

and an understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practices

appropriate to visual communication.The choice of media and

approach is student led.


https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf
https://ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf

make artwork that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts;
become informed and critical observers and makers of visual culture and media;

develop skills, techniques and processes in order to communicate concepts and ideas.

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of specified content
Identify various contexts in which the visual arts can be created and presented;

Describe artwork from differing contexts, and identify the ideas, conventions and techniques employed by the

art-makers;
Recognize the skills, techniques, media, forms and processes associated with the visual arts;

Present work, using appropriate visual arts language, as appropriate to intentions.

Demonstrate application and analysis of knowledge and understanding
Express concepts, ideas and meaning through visual communication;
Analyse artworks from a variety of different conwtexts;

Apply knowledge and understanding of skills, techniques, media, forms and processes related to art-making.

Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation

Critically analyse and discuss artworks created by themselves and others and articulate an informed personal

response,

Formulate personal intentions for the planning, development and making of artworks that consider how

meaning can be conveyed to an audience;
Demonstrate the use of critical reflection to highlight success and failure in order to progress work;

Evaluate how and why art-making evolves and justify the choices made in their own visual practice.

Select, use and apply a variety of appropriate skills and techniques
Experiment with different media, materials and techniques in art-making;
Make appropriate choices in the selection of images, media, materials and techniques in art-making;

Demonstrate technical proficiency in the use and application of skills, techniques, media, images, forms and

processes,

Produce a body of resolved and unresolved artworks as appropriate to intentions.
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