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Art and collage-making are invaluable skills for Year 2 students, offering a creative 
outlet for self-expression while developing critical cognitive and motor skills. Engaging 
in the process of collage-making encourages students to plan, think critically, and 
refine their spatial awareness as they cut, arrange, and glue various materials to create 
a cohesive piece. The act of planning a collage requires children to consider how 
different shapes, colours, and textures can work together, which helps them develop 
an understanding of composition and balance. Additionally, as they arrange elements 
on the page, students improve their spatial reasoning by learning how to position 
objects within a limited space, which is an essential skill in both art and mathematics.

CRAFTING CREATIVE COLLAGES AND 
SNAIL SHELL SPECTACLES IN YEAR 2
By Annelize Engelbrecht, Year 2 Meerkats Class Teacher



www.bsbsanlitun.com www.bsbsanlitun.com

Christmas Cracker
-  Sunday 1 December
   10am to 2pm @ San Building

The Elftastic Quest Show
-  Thursday 5 December

Nursery Christmas Show
-  Wednesday 4 December
   (Nursery parents invited)

Early Years 
School in Action
-  Friday 6 December - 
   Tadpoles, Pre-Nursery and 
   Reception

-  Monday 9 December - 
   Nursery

Upcoming Principal’s 
Lunches
-  Please register here:

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

One way to enrich this learning experience is 
through exposure to famous artists such as 
Henri Matisse, whose bold use of colour and 
form continues to inspire children around the 
world. Matisse’s later works, particularly his 
cut-paper collages, are accessible and inspiring 
for young learners. 

In Year 2, the children explored his technique 
by creating their own “Snail” collage, inspired 
by Matisse’s celebrated work. By cutting and 
arranging vibrant pieces of paper to form 
shapes, students learn to visualise abstract 
concepts while also building fine motor skills. 
As they discuss their collages, students can 
begin to understand how artists like Matisse 
use colour, shape, and space to convey emotion 
and meaning. This process not only fosters 
creativity but also builds confidence in students 
as they experiment with materials and develop 
a deeper appreciation for visual art.
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In Year 1 this week, the children have been embracing their creative skills by making 
beautiful crystal snowflakes. Using a mixture of salt, water, and pipe cleaners, they 
carefully followed instructions to form intricate designs that resemble real snowflakes. 
This hands-on activity not only allowed them to explore different textures and shapes 
but also gave them the opportunity to experiment with scientific principles, such 
as how crystals form in nature. Each child was able to add their own personal touch, 
creating a unique piece of winter art while building a deeper understanding of the 
world around them.

YEAR 1 MAKING SPARKLING SNOWFLAKES
By Dionne Tyghter, Year 1 Leader, Jaguars Class Teacher

This week, Year 4 had an exciting trip to the Paleontology 
Museum as part of our Animals, Including Humans science 
topic. The students had a fantastic time exploring the 
world of prehistoric animals, from ancient dinosaurs to 
early mammals. They learned how fossils help scientists 
understand the history of life on Earth and saw firsthand 
how paleontologists uncover clues about the past.

The trip was a great way to bring our science topic to life and 
sparked lots of curiosity and enthusiasm in the students. 
This experience not only deepened their understanding of 
animals but also inspired them to think more deeply about 
how the world has changed through history.

PALEONTOLOGY MUSEUM VISIT
By Timothy Ingall, Year 4 Leader, Kingfishers Class Teacher

In addition to their artistic achievements, 
the activity provided a perfect setting for the 
children to develop their collaborative skills. 
Working together in pairs and small groups, 
they shared ideas, offered encouragement, 
and helped one another with tricky steps. 
This teamwork not only made the creative 
process more enjoyable but also helped the 
children build important social skills, such 
as communication and problem-solving. 
By the end of the activity, each child had 
a sparkling snowflake to take home, along 
with the satisfaction of having worked 
together and learned something new.
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In Year 2, the Native Chinese class has 
been diving into the beauty of ancient 
Chinese poetry. This week, students have 
been learning “Jing Ye Si” (静夜思) by the 
famous Tang Dynasty poet Li Bai. 

The poem, which reflects on the poet’s 
feelings of homesickness while gazing at 
the moon, has inspired our Year 2 students 
to explore themes of nature, emotion, and 
the deep cultural significance of the moon 
in Chinese literature. Through reading, 
memorisation, and discussion, the class 
has gained an appreciation for classical 
poetry and its timeless relevance.

LANGUAGE LEARNING ACROSS THE YEAR 
GROUPS: EXPLORING POETRY, FRUITS, AND
TRAFFIC SAFETY
By Chrissy Zhang, Head of Chinese

Meanwhile, Year 1 students in the 
Non-Native Chinese class have been 
learning about fruits. 

Through interactive lessons, songs, and 
hands-on activities, students have been 
introduced to Chinese vocabulary related 
to a variety of fruits, such as 苹果 (apple), 香
蕉 (banana), and 葡萄 (grape).

Reception children have been focusing on traffic this week, exploring the different 
types of transport and road safety. Through fun and engaging lessons, the children 
have learned key vocabulary such as 红绿灯 (traffic light), 汽车 (car), and 自行车 (bicycle). 
They have also participated in role-playing activities where they practised being 
pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers, reinforcing important lessons about staying safe on 
the road. 

This topic has provided a great opportunity for the children to connect language 
learning with real-world situations, helping them to understand the importance of 
traffic rules in both their local environment and in the context of Chinese culture.

The students have enjoyed participating in fruit-themed games and learning how to 
describe their favourite fruits in Chinese, which has not only expanded their vocabulary 
but also sparked their curiosity about the role of food in Chinese culture.
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PANDA
CAMP

21-23
MARCH

2 0 2 5

JOIN US IN CHENGDU FOR A
2-NIGHT FUN FAMILY CAMP!

LÉMAN
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL
CHENGDU

STUDENTS AND
PARENTS YEAR1 -
YEAR3
3000¥ FOR ONE
ADULT+ ONE
CHILD

Scan here to read all
about the surprises
that Panda Camp
holds!



www.bsbsanlitun.com www.bsbsanlitun.com


