
The University 
Process



How BSB will guide your son/daughter into further education

Open, clear communication
Supporting each other
On the journey together

Student

BSBParent



Objectives

 The journey to Higher Education – the process
Researching universities
Applying to universities
BSB support



Priorities

• It offers high-quality teaching.
• It is diverse, and lets me make friends from around the world.
• It is well-ranked.
• It is affordable.
• It offers good careers services.
• It is a prestigious brand.
• It was recommended to me.
• It offers scholarships.
• I have friends or family who have attended the school.
• It is welcoming to international students.
• Its location is attractive.



Priorities

Take a few minutes to share:

What’s important to you both?
Where do you differ in opinion?
What conversations might you 

need to have?



FINDING THE FIT – WHICH 
OPTION IS BEST FOR YOU?



FINDING THE FIT – WHICH 
OPTION IS BEST FOR YOU?

All the Colleges x Universities 
in the World

Ones that match your 
priorities x grades

Ones you can 
afford

Ones you 
like
Your 

fit



FINDING THE FIT – WHICH 
OPTION IS BEST FOR YOU?

So, here are some 
points to consider 
when finding a good 
match

Remember it’s a 
match between 
STUDENT, COURSE 
and UNIVERSITY

There are no RIGHT or 
WRONG choices

Student

CourseUni



The process

Awareness of 
Options

Guidance, University visits / 
fayres
Other

Research

Research 
tools, links, 
resources

Parents

Long List Short List
(reach, fit, 

safety)

Application

Self-
evaluation
Predicted 

Grades

Official 
transcripts, 
Predicted 

grades, 
References

Personal 
Statement / 

Essay support
OtherSchool support

Exam results
Acceptance of 

offer



BSB Support – finding the right fit

Yr 12 guidance sessions – Preparing for University
Process and BSB Support (yr 12 – yr 13 and beyond)
 Finding the fit (student, country, university)
 Features of common destination countries (USA, Canada, Europe, UK, 

Asia) 
Research
Setting up accounts
Creating lists (long, short, application)
Next step – what to bring back after Summer (application list, self-

evaluation)



Then…

Application list
Personal to THE STUDENT
Comes from THE STUDENT’S research
Matches needs and priorities



Then…

Self-evaluation
Useful for students to reflect when completing applications 

(strengths, high points, activities, successes); content for writing 
application essays)
Useful for teachers (letters of reference)



A tool for research: UCAS

UCAS is the UK’s system for managing university applications.
 It is a useful search tool and also has a great deal of information, 
Can search by subject and location
Course content and requirements – IB score



What is Unifrog?

Unifrog is a one-stop-shop where students 

can easily explore their interests, then find 

and successfully apply for their next best 

step after school.

Unifrog can help you to reach your goals!

A tool for research: UNIFROG



Available resources

Exploring pathways Recording what 
you’ve done

Searching for 
opportunities

Drafting application 
materials

Making applications

Careers library

Subjects library

Know-how library

MOOC

Activities

Skills

Interactions

Canadian universities

Oxbridge

European universities

US universities

UK universities

Asian universities

Australasian universities

UK Personal Statement

Subject References

CV / Resumé

Post 18 Intentions

Applications list 

Locker

Special Opportunities

Personality profile

Webinars

Irish universities

Events

Common App Essay

Writing tool

US recommenders

Notes for Reference writers

Interests profile

Read, Watch, Listen

Academics

Work environments profile

ME and African universities

Placements

Skills profile



Exploring pathways

Research the types of exciting options available to you after school
Careers library

Subjects library

Know-how library

MOOC

Personality profile

Webinars

Interests profile

Read, Watch, Listen

Work environments profile

Placements

Skills profile



Recording what you have done

Start building a portfolio of extracurricular and academic activities and skills

Activities

Interactions

Skills



Searching for opportunities

Compare universities courses and special opportunities around the world

Canadian universities

Oxbridge

European universities

US universities

UK universities

Asian universities

Australasian universities

Special Opportunities

Irish universities

Events

ME and African universities



Drafting application materials

Write your application essays and get feedback from your teachers!

UK Personal Statement

Subject References

CV / Resumé

Common App Essay

Writing tool

US recommenders

Notes for Reference writers

Academics



Making Applications

Track your applications and keep all your documents in one place!

Post 18 Intentions

Applications list 

Locker



Introduction to Unifrog for students ages 16-18

https://www.loom.com/share/92ebe0b20c1b4c7f862883063c6685e9


Next…first steps to higher education!

Long list – brainstorming and getting EVERYTHING on 
paper!
A list of possible university choices – seem to have everything (or 

almost everything) you’re looking for
Short list – places you are definitely interested in
 They’re better than a lot of choices on your long list, or you just 

like some feature of this university – puts them ahead of the rest
Application List – your final choices (maximum 10)
 This is the list you will give to me, and I support your application 

for these places



Next…first steps to higher education!

Application list
Aspirational choices – your dream (1-2)
Good fit for YOU – country, university, course 
 Entry requirements higher than your predicted grades
 Acceptance rate low; competition - high

Solid choices (4-6)
Good fit for YOU – country, university, course 
 Entry requirements match your predicted grades
 Acceptance rate / competition - OK

Safety choices (1-2)
 Still a good fit for YOU – country, university, course
 Entry requirements match your predicted grades
 Acceptance rate high; competition low



Starting the Application - support
Writing personal statements / application essays

Setting up accounts

Transcripts
Predicted grades
Letters of reference
Online counsellor portals

Other support
Additional tests (Oxbridge, Med, Law, etc)
Interviews



After Application
Supporting with offers
Replying to offers
Request for Results

Results day
Clearing
Communication / supporting documents for universities
Alumni



Happy to meet with you!
I will meet with students individually in the next 
few weeks to discuss ideas and thoughts about:
• IBDP progress
• Destination countries
• Subjects / Courses
• Careers
• Next steps

Parents are welcome to attend these meetings, 
or please feel free to arrange to meet me at any 
time! 



Thank you for attending!

Do you have any questions?
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