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INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents, Guardians and Prospective Families,

For a long time, we have had questions pertaining to understanding our ISM
grading policy when it comes to Key Stage 3 student reports. We are excited to
issue this updated document with you to clarify exactly what the grades in your
child’s reports are representing. 

As you know, our school is committed to providing a high-quality education that
prepares our students for the challenges of the future. To achieve this goal, we
have developed a grading policy that provides clear and consistent feedback on
your child's progress.

Our Key Stage 3 report grades are designed to assess your child's performance
in Years 7, 8 and 9, and to help them identify their strengths and areas for
improvement. We use a structured scale, with an attainment grade which
ranges from 1 to 8 for each subject, evaluating the quality of their classwork,
homework, assessments, and examinations. This grading system allows us to
provide reliable and objective feedback.

The target grade is an End of Key Stage target and gives students an
aspirational but realistic goal to aim for by the time they get to the end of Year 9.

Students also receive an effort grade between A and D to inform you how hard
they are working towards their target grade. We value this as the most
important grade on a student’s report, as students who achieve high effort
grades are the ones who are on course to fulfil their potential and mostly meet
their target grades by the end of Year 9 if their effort is consistently high.

We believe that effective communication between parents, teachers, and
students is essential to promoting academic success. Our Key Stage 3 grading
policy is a valuable tool that helps us to keep you informed about your child's
academic progress. We encourage you to review your child's grades regularly,
and to discuss any questions or concerns you may have with their teachers.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to working with you
to help your child achieve their full potential.

Yours Sincerely,
 
 Mr Brendan McLoughlin, Deputy Head Academic



REPORT FIELD DESCRIPTORS

The following criteria are assessed by staff in all report cycles:

Focus and Work Rate in Class: 
·      How attentive and engaged the student is during class sessions. Are they
actively listening and participating in activities? 
·      The pace at which the student completes tasks during class time. Are they
consistently engaged in the assigned activities and using their time effectively? 
 
Participation in Class Discussions: 
·      Quality of Contributions: The depth, relevance, and thoughtfulness of the
student's contributions during class discussions. 
·      Frequency of Participation: How often the student engages in discussions,
asks questions, and contributes to the learning environment. 
 
Presentation of Work: 
·      How clearly the student presents their work, whether written or visual. 
·      How much pride do they take in their exercise book and class materials? 
 
Organisation: 
·      How effectively the student manages their time both in and out of class? 
·      Do they bring in equipment and homework punctually. 
 
Homework Quality: 
·      Accuracy: How correct and precise the completed homework is. 
·      Effort and Understanding: The level of effort shown and the depth of
understanding demonstrated in completing the homework assignments.

These fields are assessed with one of the following grades for each student:

Surpassing Expectations - Student has consistently applied a high level of
initiative (within the limits of his/her ability), and/or gone beyond the demands
of the teacher. They have been making an exceptional effort in this area
  
Meeting Expectations - Student has consistently completed tasks to instruction
and to a level commensurate with their ability, and usually to deadline. There
may be one or two areas where application could be extended over time. 
 
Below Expectations - Student’s approach to work is not at the required
standard. E.g. work has been consistently late and/or often incomplete and/or
often superficial (within the limit of their ability). 
 
Cause for Concern - Approach to learning has been regularly unacceptable.
Tutors, Heads of Year, and parents will be involved at this stage. 



UNDERSTANDING THE KS3 GRADING SYSTEM

Sub-Level Interpretation

1e, 1s, 1a EARLY KS3 INTRODUCTION LEVEL

2e, 2s, 2a EARLY KS3 DEVELOPMENT

3e, 3s, 3a BELOW AVERAGE KS3 LEVEL

4e, 4s, 4a AVERAGE ACHIEVEMENT BY END OF YEAR 7 (KS3
START)

5e, 5s, 5a AVERAGE ACHIEVEMENT BY END OF YEAR 8

6e, 6s, 6a AVERAGE ACHIEVEMENT BY END OF KS3

7e, 7s, 7a ABOVE AVERAGE KS3 PERFORMANCE

8e, 8s, 8a EXCEPTIONAL KS3 PERFORMANCE



ART 

Level 3: 
Pupils explore ideas in different ways, collecting information and practical resources to make
informed choices about their work. They investigate and use the qualities of materials and processes
to develop their own practical skills and communicate their ideas and meanings. They describe the
work of others commenting on the ideas and purposes that they encounter. They use this to adapt
and improve aspects of their own work when making images and artefacts for different purposes.
 
Level 4: 
Pupils use a variety of approaches to explore and experiment with ideas, information, and resources to
develop their intentions. They investigate and develop a range of practical skills and use the qualities
of materials and processes purposefully to suit their intentions when designing and making. They
compare and comment on differing ideas, methods and approaches used by artists, craftspeople, and
designers, relating these to the contexts in which the work was made. They discuss their own work
and that of others and consider how they might adapt and refine their ideas, skills, and processes.
 
Level 5: 
Pupils take some creative risks when exploring, experimenting, and responding to ideas and selecting
information and resources to develop their work. When designing and making, they develop and use
their technical knowledge and skills to manipulate the qualities of materials, processes, and the
formal elements appropriately. They consider and discuss the ideas, methods and approaches that are
used by artists, craftspeople, and designers, relating these to both context and purpose. They evaluate
their own work and that of others, reflecting on their own view of its purpose and meaning. 

Level 6: 
Pupils accept creative risks, exploring and experimenting with ideas independently and inventively
and using a range of appropriate resources imaginatively to develop, design and make work. They
apply their technical knowledge and skills to realise their intentions, using the qualities of materials,
processes, and the formal elements effectively. They interpret and explain how ideas and meanings
are conveyed by artists, craftspeople, and designers, recognising the varied characteristics of different
historical, social, and cultural contexts. They provide a reasoned evaluation of the purpose and
meaning of their own work and that of others. They use their critical understanding to develop their
own views and practice.

Level 7: 
Pupils learn from taking creative risks that help them to form and develop their ideas and to create
purposeful, imaginative work with some originality. They demonstrate confident understanding and
use of materials, processes, and the formal elements, combining these thoughtfully to realise their
intentions. They analyse and comment on their own and others’ work, appreciating how codes and
conventions are used to express ideas in different genres, styles, and traditions. They explain how and
why their understanding of the work of others affects their own ideas, values, and practice.
 
Level 8:
Pupils develop, express, and realise ideas in often original ways, confidently exploiting what they learn
from taking creative risks and from their understanding of creative processes. They exploit the
potential of materials and processes independently, making both intuitive and analytical judgements
to develop and realise their intentions. They analyse, engage with, and question critically aspects of
their own and others’ work, identifying how beliefs, values and meanings are expressed and shared.
They confidently express reasoned judgements about their own work and that of others,
demonstrating analytical, critical, and contextual understanding.



COMPUTING

Level 3: 
Students learn the foundational concepts of computing. They understand the importance of
providing precise instructions for computer systems to function properly. These students have basic
programming skills and can create and debug simple programs. Furthermore, they understand and
can differentiate between data and information, recognising the benefits of organised data for
searching specific details. They comprehend the functionality of primary computer components and
grasp the input-process-output cycle concept. They can navigate the web, distinguishing between
web browsers and search engines, and have basic skills in managing digital content.
 
Level 4: 
Students exhibit more advanced computational skills. They can create and debug simple algorithms
involving loops and selections. They understand the use of arithmetic operations, if-else statements,
and loops within programs. Familiarity with different data types allows them to apply this knowledge
in varied contexts. They're adept at differentiating between hardware and software and grasp their
individual roles within a computer system. They understand the importance of online safety and
personal information privacy. They can efficiently utilise search engines, understand basic computer
networking, and show discernment in the quality of digital content.
 
Level 5: 
Students can devise solutions, involving repetition and two-way selection, to solve complex problems.
They become skilled at breaking large problems into smaller parts to manage them effectively. They
can predict program behaviours through logical reasoning. They understand how computers use
binary to represent different data types and the impact of this on data quality. They can differentiate
between various software types and understand the difference between the internet and internet
services. They are adept at creating and managing digital content using different software, ensuring
effective communication with wider audiences.

Level 6: 
Students showcase an advanced understanding of computational thinking. They can predict program
outputs using logical reasoning, identify patterns, and apply different types of conditional statements
in their programs. They gain practical experience in using a high-level textual programming language.
They understand how computers represent different data types in binary and can apply different
software applications effectively. They understand data transmission over networks and can create
static web pages using HTML. They are skilled in handling simple encryption techniques and can
design digital artifacts for a specific user group.

Level 7: 
Students can identify information that can be abstracted to create generalised solutions. They are
capable of designing, writing, and debugging modular programs utilising functions. They understand
different loop types and can select suitable variables and relational operators. They explore the
correlation between a processor's instruction set and the low-level instructions executed by a
computer. They examine the intricacies of operating systems and network security, making informed
judgements about digital content. They consider the target audience when creating digital content,
ensuring its relevance and suitability.
 
Level 8:
Students demonstrate independence in tackling complex problems. They confidently utilise a wide
range of operators and expressions in programming, understand parameter passing, and manage
two-dimensional data structures effectively. They model the correlation between binary and electrical
circuits. They can utilise command-line interfaces for tasks traditionally completed using GUIs. They
have a solid understanding of how operating systems manage files, can use cryptography for data
encryption and decryption, and experiment with network security methods. They can evaluate and
refine their solutions based on specific criteria. 



DRAMA
Level 3: 
Students devise plays from a range of stimuli. They respond to the use of drama techniques to deepen
the role or understanding of the situation. They select appropriate lighting or simple symbolic props, sets
or costumes, and understand their effects. They choose vocabulary and movement to match the person,
place and time required by their story or situation. They act out improvised dramas and existing scripts,
creating characters that are clearly different from themselves, and experiment with voice, gesture,
costumes, and staging. They communicate their work as part of a group, learning lines and sharing the
different functions needed to present the play.
 
Level 4: 
Students work confidently in groups using a range of drama techniques to explore situations and devise
dramas for different purposes. Students can plan and structure plays that make use of a range of
techniques and forms to express their ideas, they actively interpret the work of playwrights, and write and
perform their own simple scripts, demonstrating an understanding of some correct theatre conventions.
They establish a character, with control over movement and voice. They select and operate a range of
simple theatre technologies to create the right space for their drama and to enhance their work. They
learn lines, collaborate with others, and organise simple presentations. They experiment with their voices
and movement, to create or present different characters in performance.
 
Level 5: 
Students explore and interpret ideas, issues and relationships in their drama work, and structure it using
appropriate dramatic forms. They combine their skills and knowledge of drama to devise plays of
different types for different purposes. Students sustain a defined character for a reasonable amount of
time. They select and use a range of available technical resources for dramatic effects. Students interpret
and rehearse extracts from a range of scripted plays. They write scripts or short plays based on devised
work, using appropriate theatre conventions. They organise a short, clear and coherent performance for
an audience.

Level 6: 
Students devise dramas in various forms, based on a range of challenging issues and themes. They give
and accept suggestions and ideas during the rehearsal process. Students make plays which employ
symbolic representations or effects to communicate meaning. They create and represent clearly defined
characters from the written work, add depth and consider motivation. Students can organise and
present performances to a range of audiences for different purposes and in a range of styles. They make
good use of available technology to enhance and support their productions. They select and control
appropriate vocal and movement skills, with some subtlety and develop them in rehearsal.

Level 7: 
The students create performances for different audiences and purposes using various genres, styles, and
traditions, such as a chorus from Greek theatre or costume from Kabuki theatre. They contribute
creatively to the devising and collective authorship of their own dramas. They make considered use of
appropriate theatrical devices and technical effects to establish atmosphere and enhance the whole
presentation. They interpret material from assorted sources, including both classic and contemporary
texts, creating pieces of drama which can both educate and entertain. They refine their work in
rehearsals and develop a piece of devised work, transcribing it into a scripted scene. They make full use of
the available performance space and resources in their productions. They combine sound and silence,
movement and stillness, light, and darkness to create a powerful piece of theatre.
 
Level 8:
Students experiment with, explore, and use without prompting, a wide range of theatre resources,
techniques, genres and traditions. They collaborate sensitively with others in creating performance
pieces that are challenging, structured and appropriate for their intended audience. They make use of
appropriate software to develop and translate ideas for performance. Students demonstrate imagination
and consider justification when interpreting a range of texts. They work productively as part of an
ensemble, demonstrating control and subtlety in their performances. They can improvise, rehearse, and
perform theatre pieces, demonstrating understanding of the skills of the performer, technician or
director.



ENGLISH
Level 3: 
When reading a text, the simple, most obvious points will be identified and some comments may
include quotations from or references to text but won’t always be relevant. At this level there may be
straightforward inference based on a single point of reference in the text. Students will rely mainly on
simply structured sentences in their writing. Complex sentences will be rare at this level. Students will
rely on the most common connectives (and, but, so) to link their ideas. Straightforward sentences will
usually be demarcated accurately with full stops, capital letters, question, and exclamation marks.
Comma splicing will be evident, particularly in narrative writing.
 
Level 4: 
When reading a text there will be some relevant points identified, and students’ comments will be
supported by some generally relevant textual reference or quotation. Students’ comments make
inferences based on evidence from different points in the text, though they are unlikely to offer much
insight. In terms of their writing, students will offer some variety in length, structure, or subject of
sentences, and expect some use of some subordinating connectives. Sentences will be demarcated
accurately throughout the text, including question marks, and speech marks to denote speech will be
generally accurate. Commas will be used in lists and occasionally to mark clauses, although not always
accurately.

Level 5: 
When reading a text, most relevant points will be clearly identified, including those selected from
different places in the text, and comments will be generally supported by relevant textual reference or
quotation, even when the points made are not always accurate. Students’ comments develop an
explanation of inferred meanings drawing on evidence across the text. In terms of the students’ writing, a
variety of sentence lengths, structures and subjects provides clarity and emphasis, while a wider range of
connectives is used to clarify relationship between ideas. Some features of sentence structure will be
used to build up detail or convey shades of meaning. Students will use a full range of punctuation
accurately to demarcate sentences, including speech punctuation.

Level 6: 
When reading a text, the relevant points are clearly identified, and students can summarise and
synthesise information from different sources or different places in the same text; also, students’
commentary incorporates apt textual reference and quotation to support main ideas or argument.
Students’ comments are securely based in textual evidence and identify different layers of meaning, with
some attempt at detailed exploration of them. In terms of writing, students will use of a variety of simple
and complex sentences to achieve purpose and contribute to the overall effect, and there will be a
confident use of a range of sentence features to clarify or emphasise meaning. 

Level 7: 
In their reading there is increasing precision in how students select and apply textual reference to the
point being made, and there is an increasing ability to draw on knowledge of other sources to develop or
clinch an argument. Students begin to develop precise, perceptive analysis of how language is used. In
their writing, a variety of sentence types are deployed judiciously across the text to achieve purpose and
overall effect, with rare loss of control, and there are a range of features employed to shape/craft
sentences that have individual merit and contribute to overall development of the text. information,
ideas, and events are skilfully managed and shaped to achieve intended purpose and effect.
 
Level 8:
In their reading students will provide a clear critical stance which develops a coherent interpretation of a
text, drawing on imaginative insights and well supported by reference and a wider textual knowledge;
furthermore, students will provide a clear appreciation and understanding of how the text structure and
language use support the writer’s purpose and contribute to meaning. Across a range of writing
students’ sentence structuring is imaginative, precise, and accurate, with a clear purpose and intended
effect on the reader. Students adapt a wide range of forms and conventions to meet varied writing
challenges with distinctive personal voice and a style matched to their intended effect.



GEOGRAPHY
Level 3: 
Pupils show their developing knowledge and understanding of places by describing the physical and human
features of different localities and offering explanations for the location of some of those features. They
recognise that people seek to improve and sustain environments. They offer simple reasons for their
observations and views about these places and environments. They use skills and sources of evidence to
respond to a range of geographical questions and begin to use appropriate vocabulary to communicate their
findings.

Level 4: 
Pupils show knowledge and understanding of aspects of the geography of the UK and the wider world. They
recognise and describe the physical and human features of places and begin to do this within a wider
locational framework. They describe how physical and human processes can change the features of places
and how these changes affect the lives and activities of people living there. They recognise and describe
simple geographical patterns. They understand that people can both improve and damage the environment.
Drawing on their knowledge and understanding, they begin to suggest suitable geographical questions and
use a range of geographical skills to investigate places and environments.

Level 5: 
Pupils describe and begin to explain geographical patterns. They understand some ways that human activities
cause environments to change. They demonstrate an awareness of sustainable development and recognise
the range of views held about environmental interaction and change. Drawing on their knowledge and
understanding, they suggest relevant geographical questions and use appropriate geographical skills to
investigate places and environments. They suggest plausible conclusions to their investigations and present
their findings both graphically and in writing using appropriate vocabulary.

Level 6: 
Pupils explain physical and human processes and recognise that these interact to produce the distinctive
characteristics of places. They identify geographical patterns at a range of scales. They recognise how
conflicting demands on the environment may arise and compare sustainable and other approaches to
managing environments. They appreciate that different values and attitudes, including their own, result in
different approaches to environmental interaction and change. They present their findings in a coherent way
using appropriate methods and vocabulary and reach conclusions that are consistent with the evidence.

Level 7: 
Pupils explain interactions within and between physical and human processes and show how these
interactions create diversity and interdependence and help change places and environments. They identify
and analyse the geographical patterns that result from these interactions at a range of scales. They
understand that many factors influence the decisions made about sustainability and other approaches to
developing places and environments and use this understanding to explain the resulting changes. They
appreciate that the environment in a place and the lives of the people who live there are affected by actions
and events in other places. They recognise that human actions, including their own, may have unintended
environmental consequences and that change sometimes leads to conflict. They evaluate sources by
considering critically their origin, nature and purpose, present well-argued summaries of their investigations,
use accurate geographical vocabulary and begin to reach substantiated conclusions.
 
Level 8:
Pupils analyse the interactions within and between physical and human processes and show how these
interactions create diversity and interdependence and help change places and environments. They describe
and analyse the geographical patterns these interactions create at a range of scales and the changes that
result. They analyse different approaches to developing places and environments and explain the causes and
consequences of environmental change. They show how the interaction between people and environments
can result in complex and unintended changes. They understand and describe a range of views about
environmental interaction. Drawing on their knowledge and understanding, they show independence in
identifying appropriate geographical questions and issues, and in using an effective sequence of investigation.
They select a wide range of skills and use them effectively and accurately. They evaluate critically a range of
sources; they present full and coherently argued summaries of their investigations and reach substantiated
conclusions.



HISTORY
Level 3:
Pupils show their increasing knowledge and understanding of the past by using dates and terms, by
describing some of the main events, people, and periods they have studied and by placing them into
different periods of time. They begin to recognise some of the similarities and differences between
these periods and are beginning to suggest causes and consequences of the main events and
changes. They identify some of the different ways in which the past has been represented. They use
sources to find answers to questions about the past.

Level 4:
Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national, and international history by
describing some of the main events, people and periods they have studied, and by identifying where
these fit within a chronological framework. They describe characteristic features of past societies and
periods to identify change and continuity within and across different periods and to identify some
causes and consequences of the main events and changes. They identify and describe different ways in
which the past has been interpreted. When finding answers to historical questions, they begin to use
information as evidence to test hypotheses. They begin to produce structured work, making
appropriate use of dates and terms.

Level 5:
Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national, and international history by
describing events, people and some features of past societies and periods in the context of their
developing chronological framework. They begin to recognise and describe the nature and extent of
diversity, change and continuity, and to suggest relationships between causes. They suggest some
reasons for different interpretations of the past and they begin to recognise why some events, people
and changes might be judged as more historically significant than others. They investigate historical
problems and issues and begin to ask their own questions. They begin to evaluate sources to establish
evidence for enquiries. They select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical
terminology to support and structure their work.

Level 6:
Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national, and international history by
beginning to analyse the nature and extent of diversity, change and continuity within and across
different periods. They begin to explain relationships between causes. They begin to explain how and
why different interpretations of the past have arisen or been constructed. They explore criteria for
making judgements about the historical significance of events, people, and changes. They investigate
historical problems and issues, asking and beginning to refine their own questions. They evaluate
sources to establish relevant evidence for enquiries. They select, organise and deploy relevant
information and make appropriate use of historical terminology to produce structured work.

Level 7:
Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national, and international history by
analysing historical change and continuity, diversity and causation. They explain how and why different
interpretations of the past have arisen or been constructed. They begin to explain how the significance
of events, people and changes has varied according to different perspectives. They investigate historical
problems and issues, asking and refining their own questions and beginning to reflect on the process
undertaken. When establishing the evidence for a particular enquiry, pupils consider critical issues
surrounding the origin, nature, and purpose of sources. They select, organise and use relevant
information and make appropriate use of historical terminology to produce well-structured work.

Level 8:
Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national, and international history,
constructing substantiated analyses about historical change and continuity, diversity and causation.
They analyse and explain a range of historical interpretations and different judgements about historical
significance. They suggest lines of enquiry into historical problems and issues, refining their methods
of investigation. They evaluate critically a range of sources and reach substantiated conclusions
independently. They use historical terminology confidently, reflecting on the way in which terms can
change meaning according to context. They produce precise and coherent work.



MATHEMATICS
Level 3:
Students have developed a solid understanding of work with decimal and negative numbers. They
can recall and apply the basic multiplication tables. Additionally, they are comfortable working with
simple fractions and can identify equivalent fractions. These students are proficient in classifying
shapes. They can measure using both non-standard units and standard metric units for length,
capacity, mass, and time. They possess the skills to extract and interpret information presented in bar
charts and pictograms. 

Level 4: 
Students are adept at plotting and identifying coordinates in the first quadrant. They can add and
subtract numbers with up to two decimal places, demonstrating proficiency in decimal arithmetic.
These students can find factors, multiples, and square numbers. Ordering decimals is a skill they have
acquired, enabling them to arrange numbers in ascending or descending order. These students are
skilled at using rulers and other scales for measurement. They can create 3D models by joining faces
and edges, fostering their spatial awareness. Calculating perimeters is within their capabilities, as
they understand how to find the total length around two-dimensional shapes. Reflecting shapes in a
mirror line is another skill they possess. They can draw and use line graphs to represent data, gaining
insights into patterns and trends. Understanding mode and range allows them to analyse and
describe sets of data effectively. They can group data in equal ranges, organising information for
further analysis. Collecting and using discrete data is a skill they possess, allowing them to work with
data that can only take specific values. Drawing and using frequency diagrams is another ability they
possess, providing a visual representation of data distribution. 

Level 5:
Students are skilled at cancelling fractions and simplifying mathematical expressions using the
BODMAS rule. They can express comparisons of quantities using ratios and proportions, and
confidently multiply and divide three-digit numbers by two-digit numbers. Estimation skills are well-
developed, allowing them to make approximate calculations. These students can find fractions and
percentages of quantities, plot and identify coordinates in all four quadrants, and accurately measure
and draw angles to the nearest degree. They understand and can apply the formula for finding the
area of a rectangle and are skilled at estimating lengths and converting between imperial and metric
units. They can calculate unknown angles in triangles and at a point, describe angles using correct
terminology, and identify symmetry in 2D shapes. They can interpret graphs and diagrams, draw
conclusions, and compare distributions using measures like the range and average. These students
can draw and use probability scales, calculate mean and median, and effectively use and interpret pie
charts. They have a deep understanding of theoretical and experimental probabilities and can
perform calculations related to these concepts. 

Level 6:
Students can confidently add and subtract fractions and solve equations using trial and
improvement. They are proficient in calculating ratios and can find the nth term of a linear sequence.
These students understand and utilise equivalent fractions, percentages, and decimals, and can
express one number as a percentage or fraction of another. They can calculate the area and
circumference of a circle, recalling the properties of polygons and utilising their knowledge to find
missing angles using intersecting and parallel lines. They are familiar with the special properties of
quadrilaterals. Enlarging shapes with a given scale factor and calculating the volume of a cuboid are
skills they possess. They can interpret simple plans and elevations and draw nets of shapes. These
students can draw possibility space diagrams, read two-way tables, and identify all possible outcomes
of two events. They can construct pie charts and interpret frequency diagrams, draw scatter
diagrams, understand correlation, and consider the impact of mutually exclusivity on combined and
independent events.



MATHEMATICS

Level 7:
Students at this level can effectively expand single and double brackets, solving equations that
involve simultaneous equations. They are proficient in solving problems using direct and inverse
proportion, as well as solving simple inequalities. Multiplying and dividing by numbers less than 1 is
within their capabilities. They can calculate missing lengths using Pythagoras' Theorem and can draw
the locus of a point. They can solve problems involving speed, distance, time, mass, volume, and
density, applying these concepts to real-world scenarios. Calculating lengths, areas, and volumes in
shapes and prisms is a skill they possess. They can select the most appropriate average for data
analysis, find the modal class, and effectively use and interpret relative frequency. Drawing a line of
best fit on a scatter diagram is within their capabilities, allowing them to analyse trends and
relationships in data. They can formulate and test hypotheses, and they are skilled in using and
interpreting frequency polygons. 

Level 8:
Students at this level can sketch linear, quadratic, cubic, and reciprocal graphs. Factorising quadratic
expressions is within their abilities, allowing them to manipulate algebraic expressions effectively.
They can multiply two linear expressions, expanding and simplifying equations. Rearranging
algebraic formulae is another skill they possess. These students are proficient in converting numbers
into and out of standard form. They have a solid understanding of congruency and similarity, allowing
them to identify and apply geometric relationships. They can use sine, cosine, and tangent functions
in right-angled triangles, solving problems involving trigonometric ratios. The use and construction of
cumulative frequency diagrams allowing them to analyse data distributions and make estimates for
measures like the median and interquartile range. They can use tree diagrams to calculate
probabilities, understanding and applying the multiplication and addition rules of probability to solve
problems. 

MFL (FRENCH AND SPANISH)
Level 3:
Students can understand, with repetition, a series of phrases at near normal speed and can note the
main points and details. They can take part in a short conversation of 2-3 exchanges with prompts.
They understand short, printed texts containing familiar language and note main points. Students
can write 2-3 sentences with support. Express likes/dislikes. Write short phrases from memory.

Level 4:
Students can understand longer passages from one topic with some repetition needed. They can
take part in a conversation of 3-4 exchanges with prompts and use grammar to adapt what they say.
They understand short printed and handwritten texts and note main points & details. They can write
a paragraph containing 3-4 sentences. Students can use grammar to change words / phrases. They
use a dictionary to check words/phrases.

Level 5:
Students understand language from several topics. Students will understand when present and past
or future events are described. They can take part in a conversation using present and past or future
tenses. They can give and ask for information & opinions. Students understand a variety of texts with
present and past or future events in them on their own. They can write a short text, referring to past
or future events as well as things they do every day.

Level 6:
Students understand language in new situations. Students will understand when present, past and
future events are described. They can use the present, past and future tenses. They can use grammar
to build their own phrases in new contexts Students can use the present, past and future tenses. They
will use grammar to build their own phrases in new contexts, referring to the present, past and future.
They can make up new sentences.



MFL (FRENCH AND SPANISH)
Level 7:
Students understand longer passages and recognise people’s points of view. The passages cover a
range of material that contains some complex sentences and unfamiliar language. They understand
language spoken at near normal speed and need little repetition. They can answer unprepared
questions. They initiate and develop conversations and discuss matters of personal or topical interest.
They improvise and paraphrase. Their pronunciation and intonation are good, and their language is
usually accurate. They understand longer texts and recognise people’s points of view. These texts
cover a range of imaginative and factual material that contains some complex sentences and
unfamiliar language. Pupils use new vocabulary and structures found in their reading to respond in
speech or writing. They use reference materials when these are helpful. Students can write articles or
stories of varying lengths, conveying opinions and points of view. They write about real and imaginary
subjects and use an appropriate register. They link sentences and paragraphs, structure ideas and
adapt previously learnt language for their own purposes. They edit and redraft their work, using
reference sources to improve their accuracy, precision, and variety of expression.

Level 8:
Students understand passages including some unfamiliar material and recognise attitudes and
emotions. These passages include different types of spoken material from a range of sources. When
listening to familiar and less familiar material, they draw inferences, and need little repetition. They
narrate events, tell a story, or relate the plot of a book or film and give their opinions. They justify their
opinions and discuss facts, ideas, and experiences. They use a range of vocabulary, structures, and
time references. They adapt language to deal with unprepared situations. They speak confidently,
with good pronunciation and intonation. Their language is largely accurate, with few mistakes of any
significance. Students can understand texts including some unfamiliar material and recognise
attitudes and emotions. These texts cover a wide variety of types of written material, including
unfamiliar topics and more complex language. When reading for personal interest and for
information, pupils consult a range of reference sources where appropriate. Students produce formal
and informal texts in an appropriate style on familiar topics. They express and justify ideas, opinions
or personal points of view and seek the views of others. They develop the content of what they have
read, seen, or heard. Their spelling and grammar are generally accurate. They use reference materials
to extend their range of language and improve their accuracy.

MUSIC
Level 3:
Pupils recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined and used expressively. They sing in
tune with expression and perform rhythmically simple parts that use a limited range of notes. They
improvise repeated patterns and combine several layers of sound with awareness of the combined
effect. They recognise how the different musical elements are combined and used expressively and
make improvements to their own work, commenting on the intended effect.

Level 4:
Pupils identify and explore the relationship between sounds and how music reflects different
intentions. While performing by ear and from simple notations they maintain their own part with
awareness of how the different parts fit together and the need to achieve an overall effect. They
improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a group performance and compose by
developing ideas within musical structures. They describe, compare, and evaluate different kinds of
music using an appropriate musical vocabulary. They suggest improvements to their own and others'
work, commenting on how intentions have been achieved.

Level 5:
Pupils identify and explore musical devices and how music reflects time and place. They perform
significant parts from memory and from notations with awareness of their own contribution such as
leading others, taking a solo part or providing rhythmic support. They improvise melodic and
rhythmic material within given structures, use a variety of notations and compose music for different
occasions using appropriate musical devices. They analyse and compare musical features. They
evaluate how venue, occasion and purpose affects the way music is created, performed, and heard.
They refine and improve their work.



MUSIC
Level 6:
Pupils identify and explore the different processes and contexts of selected musical styles and
genres. They select and make expressive use of tempo, dynamics, phrasing, and timbre. They make
subtle adjustments to fit their own part within a group performance. They improvise and compose in
different styles and genres, using harmonic and non-harmonic devices where relevant, sustaining,
and developing musical ideas and achieving different intended effects. They use relevant notations to
plan, revise and refine material. They analyse, compare, and evaluate how music reflects the contexts
in which it is created, performed and heard. They make improvements to their own and others' work
in the light of the chosen style.

Level 7:
Pupils discriminate and explore musical conventions in, and influences on, selected styles, genres
and traditions. They perform in different styles, making significant contributions to the ensemble and
using relevant notations. They create coherent compositions drawing on internalised sounds and
adapt, improvise, develop, extend and discard musical ideas within given and chosen musical
structures, styles, genres and traditions. They evaluate, and make critical judgements about, the use
of musical conventions and other characteristics and how different contexts are reflected in their
own and others' work.

Level 8:
Pupils discriminate and develop different interpretations. They express their own ideas and feelings
in a developing personal style exploiting instrumental and/or vocal possibilities. They give convincing
performances and demonstrate empathy with other performers. They produce compositions that
demonstrate a coherent development of musical ideas, consistency of style and a degree of
individuality. They discriminate and comment on how and why changes occur within selected
traditions including the contribution of significant performers and composers.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Level 3:
The student selects and combines skills, techniques and ideas and applies them effectively. The
student can modify and refine skills and techniques to improve their performance and adapt their
actions when in a competitive context.

Level 4:
The student selects and combines skills and techniques with consistency, precision, control, and
fluency. The student applies strategy, tactics, and composition in response to a competitive context. 

Level 5:
The student selects and combines different techniques and skills in a competitive game, displaying a
consistent high level of performance. The student displays an understanding of how skills, tactics,
composition, and fitness relate to the quality of the performance.

Level 6:
Students demonstrate advanced skills, refined techniques, and ideas, applying them accurately
across a range of activities they transfer their knowledge and skill of one activity to the development
of another, working with others towards identified targets for improvement. Students communicate
ideas and information, integrating different forms into presentations for different audiences and
purposes and analyse, enhance, and improve the impact of their work.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Level 7:
Students demonstrate an extensive knowledge and understanding of advanced skills and principles
underpinning the activity they are performing. They analyse strategies used in different activities and
find alternative strategies that might be available. Students’ skills of performance are consistent,
controlled, and effective. They evaluate sensitively and to good effect using a range of success criteria,
commenting accurately on their own and others' work. Students can recognise how different
activities might affect their fitness and how appropriate training can improve fitness and
performance.

Level 8:
Students demonstrate their extensive knowledge and understanding of advanced skills and
principles across activities, performing with confidence, originality, and style. Their techniques are
refined and remain consistent under pressure. Students can explain why chosen skills, strategies and
tactics have been selected and identify possible problems, students can evaluate their own work and
that of others and revise it effectively when necessary.

RUSSIAN NON-NATIVE
Level 3:
Students can understand longer statements and transcribe shorter sentences accurately. They can
use simple connectives and apply simple rules in speaking. They understand main points from a
short passage containing familiar language. They can spell familiar words from memory and translate
short sentences in target language.
 
Level 4:
Students can understand familiar topics and pick out some details. They can identify two different
tenses. Students ask longer questions, ask for help, and answer questions using full sentences. They
write down main points from short texts, including people’s opinions. They write short paragraphs on
familiar topics mostly from memory and use simple connectives to develop their answers. 
 
Level 5:
Students understand the main points and details of spoken passages containing familiar language in
unfamiliar contexts. They identify at least two different tenses. They hold short conversations with
simple opinions and justification. Students use two different tenses when talking about themselves.
They write accurately using two tenses, include opinions and reasons. They write extended sentences
and short paragraphs. They apply simple grammar rules accurately.

Level 6:                                   
Students listen and understand longer passages spoken quickly which contain 3 tenses and a range
of structures and vocabulary. They hold short conversations using opinions and developed answers.
They use 2 tenses and talk about themselves and other people, places, and things. They write longer
passages and include a variety of verbs. 
 
Level 7:
Students understand a wide variety of structures and vocabulary, including the 3 tenses. They
understand language spoken at near normal speed by a native speaker. They express opinions about
things they know and frequently develop answers including reasons. They write extended passages
and include opinions and reasons. Students give factual and non-factual information clearly.                      
 
Level 8:
Students work out meanings of unfamiliar words from context. They can talk on a range of topics and
give extended opinions. They use 3 tenses, connectives, and more varied and more complex
structures accurately. They give extended opinions with justifications. 



RUSSIAN BILINGUAL
Level 3:
Students write clearly and in an organised way. They use full stops, capital letters and other relevant
punctuation. They use the number and gender of nouns correctly. Students start to read non-fiction
and give some opinions on it. They occasionally participate in oral classwork. They start to understand
when people should use standard Russian.
 
Level 4:
Students decline nouns with confidence. They build up confidence giving opinions. They find
information about and refer to the main points of a story. They are more involved in discussions. They
react to what classmates are saying.
 
Level 5:
Students use a good range of adjectives and use relevant punctuation. They use declension of nouns
confidently. They agree nouns and adjectives. Students read longer stories by modern authors,
including non-fiction. They find information in a story on a given topic. They build more complex
monologues, explaining opinions clearly. 
 
Level 6:
Students continue enhancing active vocabulary. They create complex sentences using a range of
connectives. They spell less frequent words accurately. Students use the past tense of verbs correctly.
They confidently correspond nouns and adjectives, reading thoughtfully and carefully to get the full
picture. Students use evidence from the text to support opinions. They retrieve information from a
range of texts, explaining opinions clearly. Students regularly make useful comments and ask
searching questions. They start to understand the difference between formal and informal writing
styles.
 
Level 7:
Students use diverse vocabulary. They write short compositions on topics covered. Students begin to
understand the difference between formal and informal writing styles. They use a wide range of
sentences and organise them into paragraphs. Students use punctuation accurately. They support
ideas with relevant quotes. Students summarise a range of texts. They understand some hidden
meanings in texts, using words for effect when sharing opinions.
 
Level 8:
Actively use a wide range of vocabulary and sentence constructions. Always structure ideas in
paragraphs. Develop own ideas about characters and provide more detailed analysis. Understand
more hidden meanings in literature. Take an active part in discussions and organise the speech
clearly on covered topics. 

RUSSIAN NATIVE
Level 3:
Students can spell familiar words mostly correctly. They use grammar rules they have studied to spell
unfamiliar words. Students use a wider range of grammar and vocabulary, and usually use interesting
words. Students structure simple sentences mostly correctly. Generally, they provide relevant ideas
and support them with appropriate details. They remember to divide their work into paragraphs. 

Level 4:
Students can spell familiar words mostly correctly and attempt to use grammar rules to spell
unfamiliar words. They can structure simple sentences, but there may be punctuation errors in
complex sentences. They provide relevant ideas and support them with appropriate details. Students
can read and comprehend longer stories, poems, and non-fiction by modern authors, but need help
to understand pieces of classic literature. They can extract information from a text and use it to
support their opinions. 



RUSSIAN NATIVE
Level 5:
Students can spell familiar words mostly correctly and use grammar rules they have studied to spell
unfamiliar words. They use a wider range of grammar and vocabulary and choose interesting words.
Students structure simple sentences correctly but may make occasional errors in complex sentences.
They provide relevant ideas and support them with appropriate details, always dividing their work
into at least three paragraphs. They can read and comprehend longer stories, poems, and non-fiction,
and understand the content and efficient details. Students can extract information from a text and
use it to support their opinions. They can summarise a text and identify its main idea. 

Level 6:
Students can write with a studied range of grammar, and their vocabulary is varied. They regularly
use words for effect and try to incorporate the words they have learned from literature pieces. They
can structure simple sentences generally correctly, there may be occasional punctuation errors in
complex sentences. Students provide and develop relevant ideas, and often support them with
appropriate details. Students constitute work consisting of at least three paragraphs. They can read
and comprehend long stories, poems, and non-fiction by modern authors, but may need help to
understand pieces of classic literature.
 
Level 7:
Students can spell familiar words correctly and spell unfamiliar words with occasional mistakes. They
can write with a wide range of grammar. Students use adventurous vocabulary, including words for
effect. They incorporate words they have learned from literature pieces. Students structure simple
and complex sentences mostly correctly. They provide relevant, well-organised ideas supported with
appropriate details. Students constitute work consisting of at least three or more paragraphs with
good linkage. They can read and comprehend long stories, poems, and non-fiction by both modern
and classic authors, but may occasionally need an explanation of old words. They understand ideas in
a text that may not be obvious, thinking carefully while reading and digging for meaning. 
 
Level 8:
Students can spell familiar words correctly. They confidently spell unfamiliar words, albeit with
occasional mistakes. They can write using a wide range of grammar and adventurous vocabulary,
often drawing from literature pieces to make an impact. Students structure sentences correctly, and
organise ideas well, providing appropriate supporting details in at least three or more paragraphs
that are well-linked. They may require an explanation of old words when reading. They can
understand the ideas presented in the text, even those which are not immediately obvious. Students
carefully read and dig for meaning, noticing clues and hints to gain a deeper understanding of the
text.

SCIENCE
Level 3:
Pupils respond to suggestions and put forward their own ideas about how to find the answer to a
question. They recognise why it is important to collect data to answer questions. They use simple
texts to find information. They make relevant observations and measure quantities, such as length or
mass, using a range of simple equipment. Where appropriate, they carry out a fair test with some
help, recognising and explaining why it is fair. They record their observations in a variety of ways. They
provide explanations for observations and for simple patterns in recorded measurements. They
communicate in a scientific way what they have found out and suggest improvements in their work.



SCIENCE
Level 4: 
Pupils decide on an appropriate approach, including using a fair test to answer a question, and select
suitable equipment and information from that provided. They select and use methods that are
adequate for the task. Following instructions, they take action to control obvious risks to themselves.
They make a series of observations and measurements and vary one factor while keeping others the
same. They record their observations, comparisons and measurements using tables and bar charts
and begin to plot points to form simple graphs. They interpret data containing positive and negative
numbers. They begin to relate their conclusions to patterns in data, including graphs, and to scientific
knowledge and understanding. They communicate their conclusions using appropriate scientific
language. They suggest improvements in their work, giving reasons.
 
Level 5: 
Pupils decide appropriate approaches to a range of tasks, including selecting sources of information
and apparatus. They select and use methods to obtain data systematically. They recognise hazard
symbols and make, and act on, simple suggestions to control obvious risks to themselves and others.
They use line graphs to present data, interpret numerical data and draw conclusions from them. They
analyse findings to draw scientific conclusions that are consistent with the evidence. They
communicate these using scientific and mathematical conventions and terminology. They evaluate
their working methods to make practical suggestions for improvements.
 
Level 6: 
Pupils identify an appropriate approach in investigatory work, selecting and using sources of
information, scientific knowledge and understanding. They select and use methods to collect
adequate data for the task, measuring with precision, using instruments with fine scale divisions, and
identify the need to repeat measurements and observations. They recognise a range of familiar risks
and take action to control them. They record data and features effectively, choosing scales for graphs
and diagrams. They analyse findings to draw conclusions that are consistent with the evidence and
use scientific knowledge and understanding to explain them and account for any inconsistencies in
the evidence. They manipulate numerical data to make valid comparisons and draw valid
conclusions. They communicate qualitative and quantitative data effectively, using scientific
conventions and terminology. They evaluate evidence, making reasoned suggestions about how
their working methods could be improved.

Level 7: 
Pupils plan appropriate approaches and procedures, by synthesising information from a range of
sources and identifying key factors in complex contexts and in which variables cannot readily be
controlled. They select and use methods to obtain reliable data, including making systematic
observations and measurements with precision, using a range of apparatus. They recognise the need
for a risk assessment and consult appropriate sources of information, which they follow. They record
data in graphs, using lines of best fit. They analyse findings to draw conclusions that are consistent
with the evidence and use scientific knowledge and understanding to explain these conclusions and
identify possible limitations in primary and secondary data. They use quantitative relationships
between variables. They communicate effectively, using a wide range of scientific and technical
conventions and terminology, including symbols and flow diagrams. They begin to consider whether
the data they have collected are sufficient for the conclusions they have drawn.

Level 8: 
Pupils recognise that different strategies are required to investigate different kinds of scientific
questions and use scientific knowledge and understanding to select an appropriate strategy. In
consultation with their teacher, they adapt their approach to practical work to control risk. They
record data that is relevant and sufficiently detailed and choose methods that will obtain this data
with the precision and reliability needed. They analyse data and begin to explain, and allow for,
anomalies. They carry out multi-step calculations and use compound measures, such as speed,
appropriately. They communicate findings and arguments, showing awareness of a range of views.
They evaluate evidence critically and suggest how inadequacies can be remedied.



READING SKILLS
(reading age)

WRITING SKILLS 

Level 1:
Year 7 – 6 years
Year 8 – 7 years
Year 9 – 8 years

Level 1:
Has very basic vocabulary and almost no control of grammar. The meaning of the
text is not easy to comprehend. Simple sentence structure is not accurate. 

Level 2:
Year 7 – 7 years
Year 8 – 8 years
Year 9 – 9 years

Level 2:
Has sufficient vocabulary for basic communicative needs but has difficulty
expressing some ideas; can be hard to comprehend. Can use some very simple
grammatical structures correctly but systematically makes many basic errors. Can
use a few simple connectors.

Level 3:
Year 7 – 7.5 years
Year 8 – 8.5 years
Year 9 – 9.5 years

Level 3:
Has sufficient vocabulary for basic communicative needs but has difficulty
expressing some ideas; can be hard to comprehend. However, shows evidence of
having gained a broader knowledge of vocabulary in some areas.Can use some
simple grammatical structures correctly but systematically makes many basic
errors. Can use a few simple connectors.

Level 4:
Year 7 – 8 years
Year 8 – 9 years
Year 9 – 10 years

Level 4:
Has sufficient vocabulary to express themselves with some circumlocutions.
However, there is much repetition and difficulty expressing thoughts; may not be
easy to understand. Makes major errors when expressing complex thoughts or
handling unfamiliar topics. Communicates with reasonable accuracy in familiar
contexts but influence of mother tongue is still considerable.  Common
grammatical errors occur frequently.  Can link ideas reasonably effectively but
obvious deficiencies in organisation and linking of ideas. Punctuation is becoming
more accurate.

Level 5:
Year 7 – 8.5 years
Year 8 – 9.5 years
Year 9 – 10.5 years

Level 5:
Has sufficient vocabulary to express themselves with some circumlocutions.
However, there is repetition and difficulty expressing thoughts; may sometimes
not be easy to understand. Makes major errors when expressing complex thoughts
or handling unfamiliar topics. Communicates with reasonable accuracy in familiar
contexts but the influence of mother tongue is noticeable. Common grammatical
errors occur fairly frequent. Can link ideas reasonably effectively but obvious
deficiencies in organisation and linking of ideas. Punctuation (commas and full
stops) is reasonably accurate.

EAL

The EAL grade is the average of the writing and reading grades.
This final grade reflects how close the student is to graduating from EAL.



READING SKILLS
(reading age)

WRITING SKILLS 

Level 6:
Year 7 – 9 years
Year 8 – 10 years
Year 9 – 11 years

Level 6:
Has sufficient vocabulary to express themselves with some circumlocutions.
However, there is less repetitions and less difficulty formulating and expressing
thoughts but may sometimes not be easy to understand. However, there is
evidence of having gained a broader knowledge of vocabulary in some areas. Can
make major errors when expressing complex thoughts or handling unfamiliar
topics. Communicates with reasonable accuracy in familiar contexts and influence
of mother tongue is less noticeable. Common errors occur fairly frequent. There
are obvious deficiencies in organisation and linking of ideas.Punctuation is
reasonably accurate

Level 7:
Year 7 – 9.5 years
Year 8 – 10.5 years
Year 9 – 11.5 years

Level 7:
Has a good range of vocabulary - enough to express themselves clearly without
much sign of having to restrict themselves. Can give clear descriptions, develop
arguments and use complex sentence forms confidently. Lexical accuracy is quite
good and although there may be some incorrect word choices, it does not hinder
communication. Quite good grammatical control. Occasional slips or non-
systematic errors and minor flaws in sentence structure which can be corrected in
retrospect. Mistakes do not lead to a lack of understanding. Coherence is good and
a wide range of cohesive devices are used effectively, mostly accurately.

Level 8:
Year 7 – 10 years
Year 8 – 11 years
Year 9 – 12 years

Level 8:
Has a good range of vocabulary and enough to express themselves clearly and
more fluently without much sign of having to restrict themselves. Can give clear
descriptions, develop arguments and use complex sentence forms confidently.
Lexical accuracy is good and although there may be some incorrect word choices,
it does not hinder communication. Good grammatical control. Only occasional
slips or non-systematic errors and minor flaws in sentence structure; errors can be
corrected in retrospect. Mistakes do not lead to a lack of understanding.
Coherence is good and a wide range of cohesive devices are used effectively.

EAL


