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INTRODUCTION – The Why? 

 

The following IB standards and practices (2020) directly support and reinforce our Language Policy at NAIS 

Dublin: 

 

• Purpose 3: Aligns with fostering international-mindedness through language, which is essential to 

the IB philosophy 

• Learner Support 1.6: Supports the role of the library as a multilingual resource centre, promoting 

literacy and language exchange, essential to the language policy. 

• Learner Support 2.2: Emphasizes tailored support, aligning with the commitment to help all 

Learners, including second-language learners, access curriculum. 

• Culture 1.3: Promotes access for the broadest range of Learners, addressing diverse language 

needs inclusively. 

• Culture 4.2: Supports multilingualism as a resource for learning, affirming the value of heritage 

languages and the development of bilingualism. 

• Culture 4.4: Ensures language policy defines roles and responsibilities, embedding the principle 

that "every teacher is a language teacher." 

• Approaches to Teaching 5.1: Emphasizes the use of subject-specific vocabulary across subjects, 

supporting language development within disciplinary contexts. 

• Approaches to Teaching 5.4: Recognizes that teachers support language development 

considering Learners' language profiles, promoting inclusion across disciplines. 

 

As an IB World School offering the Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP), and 

Diploma Programme (DP), NAIS Dublin believes language learning is central to holistic education, cognitive 

development, and intercultural understanding. Our language policy is built on the following principles and 

practices: 

Guiding Principles 

1. Language is Integral to All Learning: 

o Every teacher is a language teacher, supporting vocabulary and language skills essential to 

understanding content in each subject area. 

o Language instruction is embedded in daily school life, fostering meaningful interactions and 

language development across disciplines. 

2. Access and Inclusion Through Language Support: 

o We provide support to ensure that all Learners, including those who are learning in a 

language other than their mother tongue, can access the curriculum and broader school 

experiences. 

o Programs are designed and delivered by qualified teachers to support Learners at different 

levels of language proficiency 

3. Commitment to Multilingualism and International-Mindedness: 

o Recognizing the diversity of linguistic backgrounds, NAIS Dublin values and celebrates each 

learner’s language identity. 

o We encourage families to support heritage languages at home, fostering bilingualism and 

multilingualism in the community. 
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o Language learning promotes intercultural awareness, by emphasizing fluency in the 

language of instruction (English), additional languages, and, where possible, Learners’ 

mother tongues. 

LEARNING LANGUAGES THROUGH THE IB PROGRAMMES – the How? 

Primary Years Programme (PYP) 

In alignment with the PYP's focus on fostering inquiry-based, authentic learning experiences, our language 

policy emphasizes the following practices: 

1. Inquiry-Based, Authentic Language Learning: 

o Language instruction is embedded in inquiry-based learning, allowing Learners to develop 

language skills naturally as they explore topics within the Programme of Inquiry. 

2. Transdisciplinary Approach: 

o Language learning is integrated across all subject areas, emphasizing the transdisciplinary 

nature of language development and supporting Learners as they make connections across 

disciplines. 

3. Skills Development in Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Media Literacy: 

o The PYP curriculum promotes balanced development in listening, speaking, reading, writing, 

and media literacy. These skills are interrelated and are taught in an integrated manner to 

foster comprehensive literacy. 

4. Teaching of Additional Languages: 

o PYP Learners study additional languages (French, Spanish and Mandarin), supporting early 

multilingualism and intercultural appreciation. 

5. Consistency of Practice: 

o To ensure consistency in language development, we maintain aligned teaching practices in 

both English and additional languages offered, providing continuity in Learners’ language 

experience. 

6. Incorporation into the Programme of Inquiry: 

o Language instruction is carefully aligned with the Programme of Inquiry themes, making 

language learning authentic and relevant to Learners’ inquiries. 
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Middle Years Programme (MYP) 

In the MYP, NAIS Dublin’s language policy is designed to meet the needs of emerging adolescents, 

emphasizing the connection between language learning and subject knowledge, as well as interdisciplinary 

integration: 

1. Provision of Language A and Language B: 

o Our curriculum includes dedicated Language A (English Language and Literature) and 

Language B (Spanish, French, German, Mandarin and EAL) subjects, supporting Learners’ 

development in both their primary language and additional languages. 

2. Integration with Subject Learning: 

o Language acquisition is closely integrated with learning in other subject groups, allowing 

Learners to apply language skills across contexts. Teachers work collaboratively to 

incorporate subject-specific vocabulary and language skills in ways that support content 

mastery. 

3. Interdisciplinary Planning: 

o Language learning is integrated into interdisciplinary units and projects, which foster a 

deeper understanding of how language supports academic inquiry across subjects. This 

approach ensures that Learners see language as a tool for broad-based learning and 

communication. 

Diploma Programme (DP) 

For DP Learners, our language policy supports the continued development of Learners’ language profiles, 

with a focus on maintaining mother-tongue languages and providing opportunities for additional language 

learning: 

1. Support for Mother-Tongue Development: 

o We offer options for school-supported self-taught Language A courses (for example, Hebrew, 

Danish, Spanish, French) within Group 1 to maintain Learners’ mother-tongue proficiency. 

This ensures that Learners can maintain cultural connections while developing academically 

in their first language. 

2. Opportunities for Ab Initio and Language B Learning: 

o In Group 2, Learners are given opportunities to study languages ab initio (beginner) or at the 

Language B level (in French, Spanish, German and Mandarin), allowing them to develop 

skills in new or additional languages. 

3. Advanced Academic Language Proficiency: 

o Language courses in the DP emphasize the analytical, interpretive, and critical thinking skills 

necessary for academic success at a university level, supporting Learners in becoming 

skilled communicators and critical thinkers. 

 

 

 



South County Business Park, Leopardstown, Dublin, D18 T672, Ireland   +353 1 544 2323   communications@naisdublin.com      naisdublin.com 
 

SUPPORTING NON-NATIVE ENGLISH LEARNERS – the What? 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) Support 

EAL support at NAIS Dublin enables non-native English learners to build the language skills needed for 

academic and social success: 

1. Early Assessment and Program Placement: 

o New EAL Learners undergo an initial diagnostic test (e.g., WIDA Test) to assess their 

proficiency level and determine the level of support needed. 

2. Models of EAL Support: 

o Initial Intensive Support: For new-to-English Learners, we provide “survival English” 

instruction that focuses on social language skills to help them quickly adapt 

o In-Class Support: Class teachers scaffold language within the mainstream classroom, often 

with Teaching Assistant support. Differentiation is documented in Managebac in the 

Secondary School, and vocabulary journals and modified rubrics are used to tailor 

instruction. 

o Withdrawal Support: Learners requiring additional support may join small groups for 

focused language lessons aligned with PYP topics. 

o MYP English as an Additional Language (EAL): The EAL course is crucial for helping 
Learners who are not yet proficient in English to develop the necessary language skills to 
access the curriculum, achieve academic success, and communicate effectively. It facilitates 
a smooth transition into mainstream classes, such as Language & Literature, enabling 
Learners to keep pace with their peers. Delivered in alignment with the MYP Language 
Acquisition program, it also meets the MYP requirement for Learners to study a second 
language. Once Learners have reached the appropriate proficiency level, they can select 
one of the available language options available here at NAIS Dublin. 
 

o English Language Enrichment Programme (ELEP): Learners selected for the English 
Language Enhancement Programme course will be required to follow a structured, skills-
based approach aligned with the WIDA (World-Class Instructional Design and 
Assessment) framework, which supports language development across various proficiency 
levels. This alignment ensures that Learners not only improve their English proficiency but 
also gain the academic language skills necessary for success in other subject areas. 

 

Role of the Library in Language Development 

The school library is a critical resource for promoting literacy and language development: 

• Multilingual Resources: While primarily focused on English, the library stocks materials in all 

languages taught at NAIS Dublin, including a dedicated Irish collection. 

• Language Exchange and Community Support: The library organizes a lunchtime language 

exchange where Learners can practice and share their mother tongue or other languages with 

peers. 

• Collection Development: Reflecting our multilingual community, the library aims to expand 

resources to include books in various mother tongues. Learner and parent recommendations are 

encouraged to enrich our offerings. 
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Additional Protocols 

1. Referencing and Academic Honesty: 

o Learners learn proper citation and use Turnitin.com to support academic honesty. MLA 

referencing is standard unless otherwise specified by teachers. 

o The policy adheres to British/Irish English spelling conventions, aligned with IB 

requirements. 

2. Examination Support for Language Learners: 

o For DP assessments, accommodations are available for Learners requiring language 

support. Requests for accommodations must be backed by an Educational Psychologist’s 

report and processed through the DP Coordinator. 

 

Monitoring, Review, and Revision 

This language policy is reviewed annually to align with IB standards and address the evolving needs of our 

multilingual community. Feedback from Learners, teachers, and parents will inform adjustments to support 

all learners effectively in their language development journey. 

 

This policy supports NAIS Dublin’s commitment to inclusive education, fostering an environment where all 

Learners, regardless of linguistic background, can achieve academic and personal success. 

USEFUL LINKS/REFERENCES 

IB Guidelines for developing a school language policy - 

https://resources.ibo.org/data/g_0_iboxx_amo_0804_2_e.pdf  

IB Language tenets in practice - https://resources.ibo.org/data/g_0_iboxx_amo_2409_1_e.pdf  

Language and learning in IB programmes - https://resources.ibo.org/data/g_0_learn_amo_1109_2_e.pdf  

 

 

 

   

   

   

This policy was adopted by Nord Anglia International School Dublin on  

Date: 1 November 2024 

This policy/statement will be reviewed annually.   
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