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INTRODUCTION

The Swiss International Scientific School Dubai (SISD) accepts applications from boys and girls as
day students from 2.5 years old up to the age of 18 (Pre-K — Grade 12), and as boarding students
from the age of 11 (Grade 6) onwards.

SISD welcomes students who are committed to the concept of international education, whether local
or international. They must be willing and capable of meeting the academic demands of the school,
benefitting from the education provided and identifying with the School‘s philosophy.

In order to meet its educational and pastoral obligations, it is vital that the individuals responsible for
our students’ education are in complete agreement with the school's educational principles and
support the school in its efforts.

SISD must therefore be in possession of all information relevant to the personal, academic, and
physical development of its students.

During the admissions process, all prospective families are encouraged to make an appointment to
meet the Admissions Team, visit the school, and learn more about the curriculum. SISD offers both
individual and group tours which provide the opportunity to discuss the educational needs of each
applicant.

Dates for Admission
While the preferred time for enrolment is at the commencement of the academic year, applications
may also be considered throughout the school year, subject to the availability of places.

Priority

Admissions placed are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to availability. In October
each year, siblings of current SISD students are granted priority consideration for the following
academic year during the priority application period, subject to space availability.

Priority placement is also extended to Students of Determination who are siblings of current students.

The Admissions Team supports families through the admission process to make the transition in our
school as smooth as possible. All applications are considered individually, taking into consideration
the following factors:

e Previous school history

e Entrance assessments and interview (as required)
e Language profile and level

¢ Final goals of the applicant

e Level of maturity

e Age as per KHDA regulations

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

In line with the Dubai Inclusive Education Policy Framework (2017), SISD is committed to providing an
inspiring, inclusive, and challenging learning environment that is reflected in the daily life of our school
community. We welcome students of determination and ensure they have access to appropriate
provisions, resources, and curricular options.

SISD supports all learners; including those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),
additional needs, and those who are gifted and talented, by ensuring access to high-quality
instruction, intervention, and support. Our goal is to empower every student to thrive as a global-
minded, confident, and enthusiastic lifelong learner, ready to embrace future opportunities and
contribute positively to the world.
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Admissions and Support for Students of Determination
SISD is committed to an inclusive admissions process that upholds the principles of equity,
transparency, and respect for individual learning needs. To ensure that SISD is upholding these
principles:
e All applicants have the right to participate in the admissions assessment process, which is
conducted in a fair and impartial manner.

e SISD works in close partnership with parents and previous schools to ensure a smooth and
informed transition for every student.

e For applicants with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), appropriate access
arrangements will be implemented during assessments.
These arrangements are based on the student’s usual way of working and are designed to
reduce or remove potential barriers to demonstrate their true potential.

e Students identified with SEND will receive the necessary support, accommodations, and
curricular modifications to enable equal access to learning opportunities alongside their peers.

e Admissions decisions are not based solely on a student's SEND profile. Each application is
reviewed holistically, and SISD does not refuse admission solely on the basis of additional
learning needs.

o Students with SEND are eligible for sibling priority, subject to the availability of spaces.

e The Admissions Team collaborates closely with the Inclusion Support Team to assess the
needs of students with SEND. This process includes a review of diagnostic reports, educational
assessments provided by families, and SISD’s own assessment outcomes.

e Based on this information, the Inclusion Support Team develops a proposed support plan
tailored to the student’s individual needs. This plan is shared with parents to ensure a shared
understanding of the provision required to enable a successful educational experience at SISD.

For further details, please refer to our Inclusion Policy.

Exam Access Arrangements

These arrangements are put in place to ensure all students have equal access to examinations.
Students should not be disadvantaged by any special educational needs or disabilities. Access
arrangement encompasses a wide range of provisions which include:

¢ Being allowed to sit the examination in a smaller separate room
e Supervised rest breaks

e Use of colour overlays

e Prompter

e Extratime

e Scribe

e Practical assistant

¢ Modified tests

Disabled Access
The accessibility of the school premises is in accordance with the Dubai Universal Accessibility Code
and includes ramps, lifts, disabled parking spaces and disabled toilets.

Please refer to our Health and Safety Policy for further guidance for disabled access.

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE - DAY AND BOARDING APPLICATIONS

Applications must be submitted through the school’s online admissions portal OpenApply including the
upload of all required supporting documents.

Applications are considered based on a review of the full applicant profile, and will receive one of
three admissions decisions: acceptance, decline or placement on the waitlist.
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Step 1: Online Application
e Complete and submit the application form
¢ Upload the following required supporting documents:

Day Applications Boarding Applications

. e Child's last two years’ school reports,
e Child's nursery or school report from most officially translated in English.

recent academic year, officially translated L " .
y y e No Objection Certificate (NOC) for visa

in English. o
application purposes.

¢ Confidential Teacher Recommendation from the applicant’s current or previous school
¢ Child’s passport (first page and Visa) and Emirates ID (front and back)

e Both parents’ passports (first page and Visa) and Emirates ID (front and back)

e Passport-sized photograph of the child and both parents

e Custody papers (if applicable)

e Psychological assessments (if applicable) *

¢ Learning difficulty diagnostic testing or educational assessment (if applicable) *

It is important that SISD are also provided details of any safeguarding concerns about the child in any
of their previous schools. SISD will contact the child’s current or former school to submit both teacher
references and a safeguarding declaration form. All offers are conditional until such time as these are
received.

*Please note that details of any learning difficulties, current Individual Education Plans (IEPs),
personal, social, emotional, or behavioral issues, and medical conditions are required. This
information will help us make reasonable adjustments during assessments based on the student’s
usual way of working. Failure to disclose relevant information at the time of application may result in
the withdrawal of the student's place.

Step 2: Assessment and Interview

Upon receipt of a fully completed application, all required supporting documents, and the non-
refundable application fee of AED 525, applicants will be reviewed by the Admissions Team. Payment
may be made by cash or credit card in person or via the admissions portal.

Candidates may then be invited for interview and assessment tests conducted by the Admissions
Team and/or members of the academic team.

Assessments are typically held Monday to Thursday between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM, or during
scheduled group assessment days. Where travel to Dubai is not feasible, assessments may be
conducted remotely, at the applicant’s current school under the supervision of teaching or grade-level
staff, or through an approved educational consultant.

In conjunction with previous school reports and teacher recommendations, assessments are designed
to determine each student’'s readiness for SISD programmes. The tables below outline the
assessment requirements by grade level and pathway:

English/French & English/German Bilingual

App. for In-Person Remote

Grade

Pre-KG Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos
KG 1 Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos
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language: Assessment time 90 to 100
min

KG 2 Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos
Paper test (English, Maths and Paper test (English, Maths and
Language) + 2 to 5 min conversation with | Language) + 2 to 5 min video in the
Grade 1 oo X i 4 i .
a native in required language: required language: Assessment time 40
Assessment time 40 min min
Paper test (English, Maths and Paper test (English, Maths and
Language) + 2 to 5 min conversation with | Language) + 2 to 5 min video in the
Grade 2 Lo . i . i .
a native in required language: required language: Assessment time 40
Assessment time 40 min min
CAT 4, Language paper and 2 to 5 min CAT 4, Language paper and 2 to 5 min
Grade 3 conversation with a native in required conversation with a native in required
language: Assessment time 90 to 100 language: Assessment time 90 to 100
min min
CAT 4, Language paper and 2 to 5 min CAT 4, Language paper and 2 to 5 min
Grade 4 conversation with a native in required conversation with a native in required
language: Assessment time 90 to 100 language: Assessment time 90 to 100
min min
CAT 4, La_nguage paper an_d 2to 5 min CAT 4, Language paper and 2 to 5 min
conversation with a native in required . . . .
Grade 5 video in the required language:

Assessment time 90 to 100 min

English+ French or German

App. for In-Person Remote

Grade

Pre-KG Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos

KG 1 Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos

KG 2 Play-based assessment: Time 25 min Assessment - Videos
Paper test (English and Maths) + 2to 5 | Paper test (English and Maths) + 2 to 5

Grade 1 min conversation in English: min video in English: Assessment time
Assessment time 30 min 30 min
Paper test (English and Maths) + 2to 5 | Paper test (English and Maths) + 2 to 5

Grade 2 min conversation in English: min video in English: Assessment time
Assessment time 30 min 30 min

Grade 3 CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min conversation in CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min conversation in
English: Assessment time 80 min English: Assessment time 80 min

Grade 4 CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min conversation in CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min conversation in
English: Assessment time 80 min English: Assessment time 80 min

Grade 5 CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min conversation in CAT 4 and 2 to 5 min video in English:
English: Assessment time 80 min Assessment time 80 min

MYP and G11 Pathways

App. for In-Person Remote

Grade

Grades 6 - 11 | CAT 4: Assessment time 90 min

Additionally, EAL testing may be applicable for students from Grade 6 onward.
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Boarding Applicants

Applications will be required to attend an interview with the Head of Boarding or member of the
school’s Senior Leadership, either at SISD or via video conference where appropriate.

Applicants to all grades, with the exception of Grade 11, must demonstrate a minimum English
proficiency of CEFR B1.

Grade 11 Entrance Requirements

Applicants will participate in a formal interview with the International Baccalaureate Coordinator or
member of the school's Senior Leadership. Suitability for entry for entry into the full International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program will be determined based on the applicant’s academic integrity,
conduct and attitude and the following entry requirements:

Qualification Requirement for Standard Level . .
Pathway (SL) Requirement for Higher Level (HL)
Min. Grade 4 in at least 5 subjects, Min. Grade 5 in at least 5 subjects,
MYP Certificate including English, Mathematics, and | including English, Mathematics, and
Science Science
Grades 6-9 in at least 5 subjects, including English, Mathematics, and
GCSE ;
Science
Grades A-B in at least 5 subjects, including English, Mathematics, and
IGCSE ;
Science
CEFRL English Min. Cx1 English proficiency level

Other Qualifications /

Min. average score of 110 on the SISD CAT4 entrance assessment
Entrance Assessment

HL Science Requirement Students applying for Higher Level (HL) Physics,
Chemistry or Biology must have studied the relevant subject for a minimum
2 years prior to Grade 11 (equivalent to GCSE/IGCSE separate sciences)
and achieved a minimum grade of 6+ / B.

Science Subjects

Students who do not possess the requisite formal qualifications for the full International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma may be considered for:

e The IB Diploma Courses option, which enables students to study selected IB Diploma subjects
without pursuing the full IB Diploma Programme.

e The (IB) Careers Related program which includes 3 IB Diploma subjects and BTEC in Business
and Hospitality Management/ Business and Sports Management.

e Alternative curriculum options; BTEC in Business and Hospitality Management, BTEC Sports
Management as well as a High School Certificate pathway.

The Swiss Matura (German) may be offered, contingent upon student enrollment numbers and
demand.

The selection of IB subjects will be discussed in collaboration with our Admissions and Secondary
Team, taking into account previous academic performance and predictions. This approach ensures
that the most appropriate pathway is chosen to facilitate progression to university.

Step 3: Offer and Acceptance
Admission decisions are based on the outcome of the assessment and interview process. Upon
successful admission to SISD, families will receive an Offer Letter within five working days.

e To accept the offer and secure the child’s place, the following must be submitted within five
working days (Day) and fourteen working days (Boarding):

Day Applications Boarding Applications

_ e Signed Boarding School contract
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¢ Signed Terms and Conditions

e Signed Offer letter
e Payment of the Registration Fee

Furthermore, the following documents must be submitted prior to the student’s start date at SISD:

Day Applications Boarding Applications

e Copy of the student’s Emirates ID (EID). e Completed Boarding Handbook Agreement
Where not yet issued at the point of
application, this must be submitted within
one (1) months of the student’s start date. ¢ In-country guardian submission

o Non-objection letter for Student Visa form

e Completed DHA General Consent Record
e Completed SISD Medical Consent Form & Health Record

e Complete childhood vaccination record in English or Arabic or officially translated to English or
Arabic.

e A ssigned and stamped Medical Report from the treating physician should the student have any
chronic medical conditions

Submission of all required documentation is a mandatory condition for enrolment. A student may not
be permitted to begin at the school until all required documents have been received in full.

KHDA REQUIREMENTS
Students may not begin attending school until all of the admissions requirements detailed below have
been fulfilled.

Transfer Certificate

PreKG — Grade 1 entry:

Students transferring from a Dubai nursery or school must provide a KHDA Transfer Certificate to
complete the transfer process.

Students transferring from another Emirate within the UAE who have previously attended school must
provide a Transfer Certificate in accordance with the applicable attestation requirements.

Grade 2 to Grade 11 entry:

Both the student's most recent school report and a Transfer Certificate are mandatory.

Students transferring from Dubai schools must provide a KHDA Transfer Certificate. Students
transferring from another Emirate within the UAE or from overseas must provide a Transfer Certificate
in accordance with the applicable attestation requirements.

Parent-School Contract
Parents are required to complete and sign the Parent-School Contract, either online or in person at
school, as part of the KHDA registration process.

All required documentation must be submitted, and the registration process must be completed before
the student commences classes. Students must be registered in the KHDA system and have a

completed Parent-School Contract. Students may not begin attending school until these
requirements have been fulfilled.

SISD ADMISSIONS LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

Admission to SISD is furthermore subject to successfully passing the admissions tests in English and
in French or German for bilingual pathways.
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English

The Languages Department supports students joining SISD from overseas and those new to English.
English language support is available for students entering KG1 to Grade 9 who require additional
assistance.

The minimum English language entry requirements by grade level are outlined below:

Grade Min. language requirements

PreKG to KG1 None

KG2 to G4 A 1.1 level of English required

G5 A.2.1 level of English required

G6 A.2.1 level of English required

G7 A.2.2 level of English required

G8 B.1.1 level of English required

G9 B.2.1 level of English required

G10 to G12 iglczzl;nltesvr;u;tg? able to function independently in English with a minimum

Bilingual Streams — French of German
The following language proficiency levels represent the minimum indicative requirements for
admission to the respective bilingual pathways by grade level.

Min. language requirements

PreKG to KG1 None

KG2 to G2 A 2.1 in German or French

G3to G5 B 1.1 in German or French

G6 to G9 Students should be fluent or native in French/German.

G7 A.2.2 level of English required

G8 B.1.1 level of English required

G9 B.2.1 level of English required

G10 to G12 Students must be able to follow a native curriculum in either French or German
with a minimum CEFR level of C1 in English

At any stage of a student’s enrolment at SISD, a transition to the International Baccalaureate (IB)
STEAM programme may be considered by the school. Decisions regarding such transitions will be
made at the school’s discretion following a comprehensive review of the student’s academic progress,
language development, support provisions, and teacher recommendations, where deemed
appropriate for the student’s educational development.

IB STEAM - French of German
Students are not required to have prior proficiency in French or German for admission to the IB
STEAM pathway.

English and an Additional Language Program

SISD provides a personalized English as an Additional Language (EAL) program for new students
transitioning from non-English speaking learning environments, specifically in Grades 6 to 9 in MYP.
This EAL program is designed to enhance the student's English proficiency, enabling them to fully

ADMISSIONS POLICY | SISD PAGE 9 OF 10



engage with the academic content of the rigorous International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum.
Students are expected to complete a minimum of one semester (and a maximum of two semesters) in
the EAL program to achieve this integration. For EAL students, school places may be offered on
condition that student attends intensive English tuition for a specified period. In boarding, an additional
paid support with the SISD approved external provider may be offered and mandated in the offer
letter.
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